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Hello again fellow Rotarians
and Family of Rotary mem-
bers. If you can read this
newsletter, please give
thanks to your parents,
teachers and colleagues. It
is hard to believe that in our
great country there are
many millions who cannot
read a simple written pas-
sage or simple written in-
structions. | was curious
about the literacy rates in
the four states in District
5610 and was surprised to
find that nearly 7% in South
Dakota, 7% in lowa, 7% in
Nebraska, and 6% in Minne-
sota are lacking basic prose
literacy skills. These statis-
tics come from a National
Center for Educational Sta-
tistics study done in 2003.
Participants in the study
were asked to perform a
variety of reading and math
activities using documents
from daily life. The percents
are based on those individu-
als who were unable to per-
form those basic activities.

Most of us seldom
experience any problems
with reading, writing or
mathematics and may find it
difficult to understand why
literacy is such an important
goal for Rotary. It has often
been documented that there
is a direct connection be-
tween literacy rates and
community health. People
who are literate are much
more aware of health prob-
lems in their communities
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and are better prepared to
take action to address the
health challenges confront-
ing them. As you know,
March is the month custom-
arily designated by Rotary
as Literacy Month and liter-
acy is one of the areas of
emphasis by our current
Rotary International Presi-
dent. Literacy month gives
us the opportunity to raise
awareness about literacy,
initiate new literacy projects
in our communities and
recognize literacy accom-
plishments achieved by
clubs in our District. Sev-
eral clubs in our district
have adopted a Dictionary
Project which involves pro-
viding a personal copy of a
dictionary to each child in
the third grade of their local
elementary schools. Other
clubs have made contribu-
tions to schools in develop-
ing nations to assist them in
their efforts to better edu-
cate their youth.

Is your club participating in
a literacy project this
month? What a great time
this would be to read to a
child, recognize a student
or teacher of the month, or
sign up for a dictionary pro-
ject. Maybe we should all
take some time to read a
good book ourselves!

March is the time we begin
to think about spring and

the warmer temps that will
help us eliminate the many
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huge piles of snow that still
surround us i something
we are all looking forward to
this year. March is also the
time when we must begin
thinking about deadlines for
club recognition awards and
time to begin thinking about
the training for a new class
of officers for the next Ro-
tary year. | have sent
awards information and
forms to the Area Assistant
Governors who will be
working with club presi-
dents to apply for club rec-
ognitions awards by the
various due dates. If you
have not yet made your
reservations to attend the
President-elect training ses-
sion scheduled for April 22-
24 at Cedar Shore Resort in
Oacoma, SD you will want
to do so very soon so that
you do not miss out on this
required training for new
club presidents.

Register on-line:

http://
www.rotary5610.org/

html/PETS.htm
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friends gathered on Saturday
warehouse of Community
Their purpose: filling 1636

Sioux Falls Rotarians, family, and
morning, February 6, at the local
Food Banks of South Dakota.
boxes with canned goods, fruit
juice, dried milk, rice, and cereal
for delivery to senior citizens
across the state. The Senior Box Program is a national program de-
signed to give low-income seniors a box of food each month. Although
this was a first-time effort for Rotary, those who came quickly learned the
knack of the assembly line from other volunteers who help regu-

larly. The whole group cheered when they realized that they had com-
pleted the job in record time.
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This project was initiated by Sioux Falls Rotary South, the newest club in
District 5610, a group that is committed to performing com-
munity service on a regular basis.

Matt Gassen, Director of Community Food Banks of South

Dakota, spoke at Rotary South in January to explain the work

of the Food Banks and its distribution system that supplies

food pantries and other distribution sites across South Da-

kota. Community Food Banks of South Dakota is an affiliate

of Feeding America, the nationds | argest charitabl
relief organization. Feeding America establishes and devel-

ops partnerships with growers, processors, manufacturers,

retailers, wholesalers, and restaurants to encourage them to

donate and not dump excess food.
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