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Reach Within to Embrace Humani

Greetings,

I hope that you all had a wonderful Thanks-
giving and | am sure you are gearing up for
the holidays to come.  In the Rotary calen-
dar December is Family Month which seems
very appropriate.  December is a time to
include family members in Rotary meetings
and special events.  Itis a time to make your
family aware of what Rotary is and why it is

S0 important to you. Let them know about

the projects you, your club, district, and Ro-
tary International are involved in. Let them
see how we are changing the world and
working toward peace. This is a way to show
your family the importance of being part of
something big and how each of us can

make a difference in our world.

Several of the District leaders just returned
from Zone 27 and 21 meetings in Dallas/Ft.
Worth, Texas where we were again inspired
by what a difference individuals can make in
our world. Here are a couple of exam-
ples: Lauren Ward Larsen, who after a near
death experience where she was saved by
gallons of donated blood, became a cru-
sader for volunteer blood donation.
done amazing things to raise knowledge
and funding for blood donation. Her first
initiative was in running the New York City
Marathon where they raised 535 pints of
blood and $40,000 for nonprofit blood cen-
ters. Her efforts have grown exponentially
from there and she continues to work on ex-
panding blood services nationally and inter-
nationally. On a smaller scale there is Katie
Ischkin who when she couldn't find a Rotary
Club that met her needs started her

own. She had been involved with Rotary in
the RYLA program and as a Rotaractor and
having just finished a graduate program in
Communications she was ready to be a Ro-
tarian. Katie not only started an evening
club geared to a new generation with less
time commitment and low club dues but

She has

became a speaker at the RI 2011 International
Assembly and a member of the Rotary Interna-
tional Membership and Retention Committee
for 2011-12.

At the Zone meetings we also got an update

on Rotary's End Polio Now campaign. We are
really making progress with 536 cases of pa-
ralysis so far this year as compared to 799 at
this time last year a decrease of 33%.  There
has still been just one case of paralysis in India
this calendar year and that occurred in Janu-
ary. We are truly "this close to Polio Eradication
in our world". What an amazing thing we as
Rotarians with the help of others are doing for
humanity.

Another area that was discussed a lot at the
Zone meetings was Public Relations for Ro-
tary. How important it is to let others know
about the great things that Rotary is do-

ing. This is also something we have been talk-
ing about a lot in our own district. We do so
many terrific things in our communities, our
district, and our world surely if people only
knew they would want to join us. Rl is hiring
people with lots of experience to help us work
on Rotary's Public Image and Rotary's Brand.
will be interesting and exciting to see what
evolves and to be involved in promoting Ro-
tary in the future.  As for now our District Public
Relations Committee has lots of ideas and en-
thusiasm to share with us, | hope you will all get
involved.

Let's have a wonderful December enjoying our

immediate families and celebrating and help-
ing our community families in the spirit of Ro-

tary.
Yours in Rotary, P% Z
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Sakuji Tanaka, a
member of the
Rotary Club of
Yashio, Saitama,
Japan, was elected
president of Rotary
International for
2012-13.

http://
www.rotaryzones21b27.
org/

Learn more about the
Zone Meeting at the
website above. There
are three convention
newsletters available
on line.
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'Zone Meeting 2011

District 5610 was well
represented at the
Zone meeting in
Dallas Texas!

There were some
amazing speakers and
educational
opportunities.

Plan to attend next
year.

DISTRICT 5610 GEARIN G UP

From Left to Right: Sheila
Boyens (Wife of DGE Loren),
Kyoko Tanaka (Wife of Sa-
kuji), Sakuji Tanaka
(Preisdent Elect of RI -see
side bar), and Shari West -
Twitero (District Grants
Chair).

From left to Right: DG
Pat Sutlifff, DGE Loren
Boyens and DGN
Nancy Moose
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