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Kaylan Banerjee, President RI 2011 -2012 

Kalyan Banerjee, a businessman from Gujarat, India, will become 

president of Rotary International www.rotary.org - one of the largest 

humanitarian service organizations in the world ð on 1 July 2011. As 

president, Banerjee will lead a global network of 1.2 million business 

and professional leaders from more than 200 countries and geo-

graphical regions who, through volunteer service, help meet the 

needs of communities worldwide.   

Banerjee, a member of Rotary since 1972, and the international organizationõs third presi-

dent from India said, òI am honored to lead Rotary as its 101 st president.ó Banerjee added 

that Rotary's strengths include its ability to attract leaders from different vocations around 

the world, as well as its role in promoting peace. "My goal is for Rotary to become the 

preferred organization for today's generation to join and participate in, to make the world 

better, safer and happier," he said.  

As president, Banerjee will oversee Rotaryõs top priority of eradicating polio, a crippling 

and potentially fatal disease that still threatens children in Africa and Asia ð including In-

dia. Since 1985, Rotary club members worldwide have contributed more than US$800 

million and countless volunteer hours to the effort, and Rotary is now working to raise an 

additional $200 million to fulfill its commitment for a $355 million challenge grant from the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Great progress has been made, and the incidence of 

paralytic polio infection has plunged worldwide from 350,000 cases in 1988 to fewer than 

2,000 in 2008. 

As one of the four remaining polio endemic countries, which also include Afghanistan, 

Nigeria, and Pakistan, Indiaõs fight against polio remains strong with the volunteer and 

financial support of more than $106 million from Rotary. In addition, Rotary's sustained po-

litical, bureaucratic and religious advocacy efforts at national, state and district levels 

have made a discernible impact on the program in India. As the past chair of the South-

east Asia Regional PolioPlus Committee and member of Rotaryõs International PolioPlus 

Committee, Banerjee spearheaded many of Rotaryõs novel initiatives, which have given a 

new push to the polio eradication program in India.   To learn more about polio eradica-

tion, visit www.rotary.org/endpolio or www.polioeradication.org .  

Rotary also sponsors the largest privately funded international scholarship program in the 

world. Since 1947, Rotary has contributed roughly $500 million to fund a year of study 

abroad for 38,000 students from 100 countries. These cultural ambassadors use the skills 

and knowledge they acquire through their time abroad to advance the cause of interna-

tional understanding, goodwill, and peace. Rotary also sponsors seven Rotary Centers for 

International Studies in peace and conflict resolution at eight leading universities in six 

different countries.  

Banerjee is a director of United Phosphorus Limited, the largest Indian agrochemical 

manufacturer, and the chair of United Phosphorus (Bangladesh) Limited. He is a member 

of the Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers and the American Chemical Society, a past 

president of Vapi Industries Association, and former chair of the Gujarat chapter of the 

Confederation of Indian Industry. He earned a degree in chemical engineering from the 

Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur. Banerjee and his wife, Binota, have two children 

and four grandchildren.  



Noel is President, Chief Executive Officer and Director of 

Abbeville Building & Loan. He has served in numerous civic 

capacities and is currently a member of the Board of Good-

will Industries of Acadiana.  

A Rotarian since 1976, Noel has served RI as District Gover-

nor, Task Force Member, Task Force Zone Coordinator, RI  

International Training Leader, National Advisor to the Perma-

nent Fund, Delegate to the 2004 Council on Legislation and 

is currently the Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator for 

Zone 26.  

Noel will serve as a Director of Rotary International for the 

2010ð2012 Rotary years.  

He is the recipient of The Rotary Foundation Citation for  

Meritorious Service, the Rotary Foundation Distinguish Service 

Award and the Rotary Foundation Service Above Self 

Award.  

Noel and Sis are Major Donors, Benefactors, Charter  

Members of the Bequest Society, Charter Members of the 

Paul Harris Society in District 6200 and Members of the White 

Hat Society.  

Noel A. Bajat  

RI Director, 2010 -2012 

Zone 21B & 27 



 

 

James (Jim) R. Damato, Jr.  

Supervisor, Club and District  

Support Central Pan America  

 

 

Jim was born and raised in the Chicago,  

Illinois area and is a graduate of Southern 

Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois with a 

degree in Administration of Justice and 

History.  He joined the Club and District 

Administration department of Rotary Inter-

national in August, 1999 after having worked for 15 years in the 

facility administration department of CAN  

Financial in Chicago, Illinois.  Jim enjoys reading history,  

historical fiction and novels of global intrigue, and biking along 

Chicagoõs lakefront. 

 

Contact information for Jim and his team is below:  

 

James R. Damato, Jr. (Jim), Supervisor  

Ph: 847-866-3405 Fax: 847-556-2135 

James.Damato@rotary.org  

 

Charlene Sobczak, Coordinator  

Ph: 847-866-3257 Fax: 847-556-2135 

Charlene.Sobczak@rotary.org  

 

Jennifer Sewell, Coordinator  

Ph:  847-866-3275  Fax: 847-556-2135 

jennifer.sewell.rotary.org  

 

Heather Leet  

Foundation Contact  

heather.leet@rotary.org  

 

Rotary International  

Club and District Support (MC120)  

One Rotary Center  

1560 Sherman Avenue  

Evanston, IL 60201-3698 



 
Pat Sutliff 

District Governor Elect  

With Husband, Willis  
 

 

Pat Sutliff  grew up in Grand Junction, CO. 

She attended  Colorado State University, in 

Fort Collins and graduated with a degree 

in Occupational Therapy which she prac-

ticed four years.  Pat and her husband, 

Willis (a retired Pediatrician), have been 

married for 46 years and have five children 

Natasha, Melendra, Sabrina, Alicia and 

Patrick and five grand children Micah, Kyra, Sage, Reed and Bryn.  

 

Pat became a stay at home mom after the birth of her first child and 

became very involved in community volunteerism.   While living in  

Germany she helped set -up and run a  preschool for military chil-

dren.   After returning to the USA  Pat was involved with Girl Scouts  and 

elementary school PTA; organizing and coordinating international 

events in several schools. Pat continues to volunteer mentoring students 

through the Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Black Hills program and was  

on the board of the local Habitat for Humanity.  

 

In 1993 Pat helped start the Nikko City, Japan Rapid City Sister City  

Association.   She was president of the association and organized and 

was in charge of Youth Exchange.   Willis and Pat have hosted many  

Group Study Exchange Team Members and many exchange students 

through the years from all around the world.  Youth Exchange is what 

brought Pat to Rapid City Rushmore Rotary in 2000 where she was Youth 

Exchange Officer for 7 years and on the District 5610 Youth Exchange 

Committee for 3 years.   Pat served as club President in 2003 - 2004 and 

was Rotarian of the Year in 2004 -2005.  Currently is the clubõs  



International Projects Chairman.  Pat and Willis have  

attended the Rotary International Conventions in Australia 

and Copenhagen, Denmark - Malmo, Sweden.   These  

fantastic experiences helped them to grasp the amazing  

diversity and accomplishments of Rotary.   They participated 

in Friendship Exchanges to France and India and recently  

returned from a trip to the School of St. Jude in Tanzania 

where they did screening physicals for the 1146 students 

there.  

 

 

 

 

Contact Information  

4819 Steamboat Circle  

Rapid City, SD 57702  

(605) 718-0559 (H) 

(605) 593-2896 (C)  

pmsutliff@gmail.com  



Dear   District 5610 Rotarians,  

 

I am so excited to be your District Governor for 2011 - 12.  It is a great 

honor and I will strive to serve you well.   We are privileged to have 

Kalyan Banerjee as our RI president for 2011 -12 and to follow his vi-

sion of òReach Within to Embrace Humanityó. 

Surely  reaching within is where we find the energy, enthusiasm, 

ideas,   and idealism that we bring to Rotary to make the world a bet-

ter more peaceful place.  

 

Our district has a marvelous history of serving our communities and 

the world.   Often the Rotary Club is the go to organization that steps 

up when there is a community need.   We help in the areas of educa-

tion, food, parks, city beautification, handicap access to public 

places just to name a few.   Truly we are making a difference and 

want to continue to do so.   Letõs reach deeper within ourselves this 

year and come up with new ways to serve.   One of the big priorities 

for Rotary right now is to increase membership and to retain the 

members that we have.   I believe that with terrific projects that make 

a difference and involve lots of people we will take care of the mem-

bership issue.   Everyone wants to belong to a group that is making a 

difference and having a good time doing it.   

 

I am really looking forward to visiting each of your clubs and to meet-

ing more of the great Rotarians in our district.   From my perspective it 

is the amazing people in Rotary that make Rotary what it is. I look for-

ward to hearing about your communities and the special projects 

that you are doing both in those communities and in the world at 

large.   I want to hear about your ideas for Rotary and to help you to 

implement them.  

 

I hope that in some way I can be helpful to each of you as you and 

your club travel through the 2011 -12 year.  



After 20 years of hard work, Rotary and its partners are on the brink of eradi-

cating this tenacious disease, but a strong push is needed now to root it out 

once and for all. It is a window of opportunity of historic proportions.  

Your contribution will help Rotary raise $200 million to match $355 million in 

challenge grants received from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The 

resulting $555 million will directly support immunization campaigns in devel-

oping countries, where polio continues to infect and paralyze children, rob-

bing them of their futures and compounding the hardships faced by their 

families.  

As long as polio threatens even one child anywhere in the world, children 

everywhere remain at risk. The stakes are that high.  

Only four countries are still polio  

endemic: Nigeria, India, Pakistan, and 

Afghanistan. Rotarians will continue with 

their immunizations until polio is  

eradicated.  

Photo by Jean -Marc Giboux.  

Once distributed, Rotarians often work 

with health workers to immunize chil-

dren. Photo by Jean -Marc Giboux.  

Polio primarily affects children under the 

age of five, and it can cause paralysis in 

hours. Photo by Jean -Marc Giboux.  



 

 

Loren C. Boyens  

District Governor Nominee  

With wife, Sheila  

 

 

 

 

 
He was born in Denison, IA in 1947 and lived in 

that area before moving to Omaha, NE and Wol-

sey, SD as their family situation changed and 

they subsequently moved.  After graduating from 

Wolsey High School, where he met his wife, 

Sheila, he was drafted by the U.S. Army in 1966 and served in Germany.  Af-

ter the military, he served for over seven years as a Nebraska State Trooper.   

 

In 1976 he moved his family to Sioux Falls, SD and began his current financial 

planning practice with Thrivent Financial (then Lutheran Brotherhood).  Sheila 

has worked in their office as his assistant since starting the practice.  He 

joined Sioux Falls Rotary West in 1986.  He has been active in their church, 

and is past -president of Rotary West, as well as Sioux Falls Estate Planning 

Council, SD Fraternal Insurance Counselors, National Association Fraternal 

Insurance Counselors, Sioux Falls School District Education Foundation, and a 

former Augustana College (Sioux Falls) Trustee.  He and Sheila both serve on 

the Board of the SD Chapter of Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA).  Heõs 

active in three volunteer Thrivent Chapters. He and Sheila are Paul Harris Fel-

lows, and members of the Augustana College and Sioux Falls Family YMCA 

Heritage Clubs.  They have hosted three Rotary Exchange Students.  They 

have made two trips to Romania to help deliver wheelchairs on behalf of 

Rotary West and Hope Haven International Ministries.  He has served as Assis-

tant District Governor for five years.   

 

Loren and Sheila have been married for 44 years and have three married 

sons and eight grandchildren from ages 11 to 6.  Loren likes to jog, read, and 

enjoys spectator sports.    

 

Contact Information  

4705 Sundance Circle  

Sioux Falls, SD  57105  

(605) 334-1090 (H)  

loren.boyens@thrivent.com  


