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The Rotary Foundation Simplified Grant  Program 

Clarifications of Program Criteria
a) Projects MUST NOT directly benefit a Rotarian, an employee of a club, district or other Rotary entity or of Rotary International, or a spouse, lineal descendent, a spouse of a lineal descendant, or an ancestor of any living Rotarian or Rotary employee.

b) Projects MUST NOT fund existing projects or activities primarily sponsored by another organization or fund operation expenses of another organization.
Funds MUST be used to conduct a distinct 'Rotary' project that directly benefits the needy or the community as a whole.  Items MAY be donated to another organization provided that they benefit community members rather than the operation of the organization. 

c) Project funds MAY NOT be used for travel, salaries or other administrative overhead costs.

One-time training costs ARE eligible for funding, while ongoing salaries or stipends are not.  INELIGIBLE administrative costs might include items such as office supplies, computer systems to improve efficiency, and advertising costs.
d) Projects MUST BE Rotary sponsored and PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED  as such.

Please note that grant funds MAY NOT be used to provide publicity or Rotary recognition, including the purchase of Rotary plaques and banners.
e) Projects MUST NOT involve liability on the part of Rotary International or its Foundation except to provide the amount of the grant.

f) Program funds MAY NOT be used to reimburse applicants for projects already initiated or completed.

Projects MAY NOT begin until the application is approved by The District Foundation Chair. Please allow at least eight weeks processing time for an application.  Applications received near THE APPLICATION DEADLINE OF  31 DECEMBER will likely require a longer processing time and therefore may not be approved. 

g) Funds MAY NOT be used to purchase land, buildings or to construct substantial buildings.  Funds MUST BE used in compliance with the Foundation’s policies on construction and renovation (see below). 
h) The Rotary Foundation expects that EACH DISTRICT WILL SELECT A SYSTEM OF SELECTING PROJECTS that it proposes to be funded via the Simplified Grant Program.  IN DISTRICT 5610, THE SELECTION PROCESS MUST INCLUDE THE CLUB FOUNDATION CHAIR, THE DISTRICT FOUNDATION CHAIR AND THE DISTRICT’S GRANT’S CHAIR.
Please note that after an application is selected,  authorized and approved on a District level, it still must meet the requirements of The Rotary Foundation. 

i) Project funds CANNOT be used to fund the on-going projects of a Rotary club or district.  This does not prevent the replication of successful projects that will benefit additional communities/populations.  (e.g., if you have five picnic tables, you can still use this money to build more.)
j) Projects that receive Simplified Grant funds must be of a short-term nature with the expectation that they WILL BE COMPLETED WITHIN ONE YEAR of payment.  Funds must be forwarded to an account, established specifically for the project, within one year of approval.  Sponsors must provide interim reports EVERY SIX MONTHS for the life of the grant and a final report is due within TWO MONTHS of a project’s completion.

Clubs and districts are encouraged to set up a special project account to receive funds for the Simplified Grant.  Clubs may either set up a special bank account for this purpose or, with the approval of the District Foundation Chair, may use a sub-account of the District’s Foundation Account.  
k) Project sponsors must agree to work within the Trustee established Stewardship Guidelines and utilize the Financial Guidelines and Regulations for Humanitarian Grant Projects (these are listed in this document).
l)  The Rotary Club must appoint three Rotarians who will provide oversight and management of award funds and who will serve as contacts for the District and The Rotary Foundation.  
Construction / Renovation Policy - Effective 1 July 2001

Under the Humanitarian Grants programs, funding of construction is limited.  ACCEPTABLE construction projects include service roads, wells, reservoirs, dams, latrines, toilet blocks, and water supplies.  These projects are eligible as long as the construction IS NOT a structure in which individuals live, work, or spend a substantial amount of time such as buildings, containers, and shelters or carry out any type of activity, such as schools, hospitals, and clinics, including any type of manufacturing, processing and/or storage.  (This means that outhouses, picnic shelters and ball field dugouts ARE acceptable BUT community centers and libraries ARE NOT.)
	ACCEPTABLE Construction & Rénovation
	UNACCEPTABLE Construction & Rénovation

	Service Roads
	Buildings 

	Wells
	Containers

	Reservoirs
	Schools

	Dams / Bridges
	Hospitals 

	Latrines (outhouses)
	Clinics

	Toilet Blocks
	Storage Facilities

	Water Supplies
	Factories


Effective 1 July 2001, The Rotary Foundation will no longer support renovation (refurbishing or upgrading) of existing facilities through its Humanitarian Grant Programs. 

	Unacceptable Construction & Rénovation

	Electrification

	Windows/Doors

	Walls/Roof

	General Refurbishment (carpet,
         paint, soundproofing)

	Heating/Air-conditioning

	Repairs of Utilities

	Demolition

	Miscellaneous


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION LINK ON TO:
http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/dsg_terms_en.pdf
