
connected through 
our commitment to 
help others. 
 
I wish you the very 
best during this  
Holiday Season. 
 
Bert Olson 
District Governor 

Building 

Communities- 

Bridging  

Continents 

 
A Happy Holiday 
Season to All: 
 
Earlier this week I 
completed my last 
official Rotary Club 
visit.  As I reflect on 
all of the club visits, I 
am truly amazed by 
the diversity and 
strength of our  
various clubs in our 
District.  So many of 
you are making our 
District and World a 
better place through 
your Rotary Service. 
 
December is Rotary 
Family Month.  We 
just celebrated 
Thanksgiving and 
will hopefully gather 
with family again 
later this month.  Let 
us also remember 
we are part of a  
wonderful global 
family as Rotarians 

District Governorõs Message 
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The season has turned a brilliant color of orange here in Area 6 of Rotary District 5610.  Fall has arrived and the leaves 
are turning giving the landscape a varied hue of fall colors.  The orange pumpkins are showing up on porches and  
doorways with some exhibiting the scary faces of Halloween jack-o-lanterns.  The fields are alive with the sound of ñfall 
musicò with the often heard reports of shotguns erupting as the blaze orange clad hunters chase the elusive South  
Dakota state bird - the ring-necked pheasant.! 
 
Area 6 comprises what could be termed the pheasant capital of the United States.  The towns of Winner, Gregory and 
Wagner are found in this area with Gregory and Winner two of the most sought after places to hunt pheasants anywhere.  
Winner and Wagner comprise the western-most and eastern-most clubs in Area 6 and have about 103 miles separating 
them in south-central South Dakota.  The area is all agriculture in nature with the Yankton Sioux and Rosebud Sioux 
Reservations in close proximity.  Winnerôs population is just over 3000 while Gregory and Wagner around 1500. 
 
Wagnerôs president, Bryan Slaba ï a hospital administrator, is continuing the Coats and Clothes for Kids that was started 
by last yearôs president Monica Wepking.  Area residents and Rotarians are collecting clothing and coats to be handed 
out to the needy residents and children in the Wagner area.  Wagner won national recognition last year from Rotary  
International for their efforts in this endeavor. 
 
Wagner also inducted Barb Pechous to their club as Dave Isebrands, ADG #6 is seen congratulating Rotarian Barb on 
becoming the newest member of the Wagner Rotary Club.  Rotarian Barb is Wagnerôs editor of the local weekly Wagner 
Post. 
 
Wagner also issued a call to their club members to help fund Rotaryôs quest to eradicate polio by asking members to 
become members of a Rotary Wheel. A Wheel consists of five members.  By donating $100.00 per year for five years 
with the club matching the $500.00 given yearly by these five members, five new Paul Harris Fellows will be added to 
our ranks over the five year span of the Rotary Wheel.  Fifteen Rotarians answered the call to become a member of a 
Rotary Wheel and helping in RIôs goal of eradicating polio.  It will also add 15 new Paul Harris Fellows to our club over 
the nest five years. 
 
President Bryan Slaba is shown introducing Rotary Exchange student Lize Meyers. Lize is a very delightful young lady 
and is very outgoing.   Lizeôs hails from Belgium.  Belgium is divided into Provinces and her home Province is Limburg 
where her hometown of Genk is located.  Genk has a population of 65,000.  Lize speaks very good English and is  
thoroughly enjoying her stay in Wagner. 

October 2010 

Barb Pechous and Dave Isebrands 
Lize Meyers with Bryan Slaba 
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This monthôs reason - Number 7: 

 

Make the Most of Your Vacation Dollars! 

By Janice Payne, District 5730 

 

 

Next May 22-25 an estimated 20,000 Rotarians from around the world will descend on the Bayou State of Louisi-

ana to celebrate the 2011 Rotary International Convention in New Orleans.  It will be FIVE years before another 

Rotary International convention will be held in the United States.  This is an opportunity to experience the excite-

ment of the world of Rotary and to enjoy an area of the United States rich with history and sites that welcome the 

entire family. 

 

Attending a Rotary International Convention can be a life changing experience. This convention is going to be in 

an area of the United States with a most distinctive personality.  New Orleans with its French-Cajun flavor in the 

food, music and architecture is unlike any other city in the United States.  Experience  the charm of the French 

Quarter, the aroma of café au lait et beignets at Care du Monde on Jackson Square, Spanish moss hanging from 

the trees and jazz and blues music playing somewhere New Orleans around the clock.  And donôt forget the res-

taurants of world famous chefs such as Emeril Lagasse and 

Paul Prudhomme, favorites of connoisseurs throughout the world. 

 

 

The convention itself actually opens on Sunday and closes on Wednesday with many tours activities arranged by 

the Convention Host Committee, some before and some after the convention itself.  Consider MAKINGTHE 

MOST OF MAY (and your vacation dollars) in the MID-SOUTH.  Come before or stay after and tour the region 

at your leisure. 

 

Step back to a time when life moved a little slower and riverboats slowly churned the waters. See Civil War bat-

tlefields in Vicksburg, and restored plantations, in Greenville, MS.  View the rolling farmlands and the pictur-

esque riverfront town of Natchez, filled with Victorian-era architecture. The region has a rich musical legacy as 

the birthplace of the blues, jazz and country music, played along Beale Street in Memphis.   Thereôs no doubt that 

food and retail therapy are championship sports on the Mississippi Delta.  In fact, the Mississippi Delta visitor is 

offered everything from golf, gambling, art, architecture and of course, great food.  

I encourage you to seriously consider this trip   Staying in New Orleans or venturing out to visit the surrounding 

area, you and your family will have an unforgettable experience.   You will increase your knowledge of Rotary 

and meet Rotarians from all over the world, eat great food, hear great music, see great sites AND ñLaissez les bon 

temp rouler!!ò 

 

Remember to register by Wednesday, December 15, to take advantage of special preconvention pricing 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/ridefault.aspx .  Note:  Register for host-ticketed 

events soon as events such as Host Hospitality sell out quickly.   For more information on the convention and 

how to register, see pp. 4-5 of the convention brochure:  http://www.rotarydistrict6980.org/member/files/

Rotary2011ConventionBrochure-r.pdf. 

For questions, contact:  Tammy McKillip at (605) 321-8158 Mobile, (605) 428-3473, or 
tnttparis@juno.com. 

Top 10 Reasons To Go to the  
Rotary International Convention  
in New Orleans, May 21 -25, 2011 

http://www.neworleansonline.com/neworleans/cuisine/chefs/chefprudhomme.html
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotarydistrict6980.org/member/files/Rotary2011ConventionBrochure-r.pdf
http://www.rotarydistrict6980.org/member/files/Rotary2011ConventionBrochure-r.pdf
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ñFellow Rotarians itôs time to celebrate again.  November is Foundation Month and the programs 
such as óThe Polio Challengeô, Ambassadorial and Peace Scholars, Group Study Exchange,  and Match-
ing Grants are going strong.  Please use this month to educate your clubs further about the good works of 
The Rotary Foundation.  Also let us try and use this time to increase our financial commitment level as 
individuals and as clubs.  As individuals we try and move up the ladder of annual giving from óSustaining 
Membersô ($100/yr), to Paul Harris Fellows ($1000 total gifts), to Paul Harris Society ($1000 /yr).  And with 
the permanent fund we encourage you to name TRF in your will.  Benefactors agree to provide $1000 and 
Bequest Society members $10,000 or more.  As clubs, major mileposts include becoming 100% Sustain-
ing Member and 100% Paul Harris Fellow.  Has your club met the Gates Polio Challenge and contributed 
this year? 

Good news on the Matching Grant front: The budget was more than doubled for the 2010-2011 
year and there is still plenty of money left.  If you have an international project and partner please get you 
grant submitted as you have an excellent chance to leverage your investment by way of a Matching Grant 
in a foreign country.  If your club has never done a MG before and are looking for a worthy project and 
partner go to www.matchinggrants.org .  You will be amazed at all the good projects  which are available 
to partner with. 

Finally it is District Simplified Grant time once again.  This is money which can be spent within our 
District if it meets Rotary guidelines and criteria.  Basically the way we handle the program is that a club 
may apply for a 50% match of club funds.  The eligibility criteria and application forms can be found on the 
District website.  Clubs may not apply for projects already started.  The deadline for applications is De-
cember 31, 2010.  The awards are made in late January 2011, funds are distributed in the Spring, and 
projects must be completed and a final report submitted in 2011.  You must have a Club Foundation Chair 
to be eligible.  In the event that there is heavy competition for the funds available the following are consid-
ered: has the club recently been given an award and what is the Clubôs Foundation giving history.  Typi-
cally awards are in the $1,000-4,000 range.  Last year  we had 10 clubs apply and we made eight awards.  
These included: CantonðH/C accessible picnic shelter, Sioux Cityðoutdoor playscape project, Sioux 
Falls NorthðóThe Banquetô equipment for feeding needy, MobridgeðAmerican Legion Park H/C bath-
rooms, Clarkðtree planting for City beautification,  Rapid City and RC Rushmoreðsecurity fencing for 
Storybook Island family destination Park, and Vermillionðdowntown beautification featuring a big Rotary 
Clock.  One award is being returned. 

On behalf of The Rotary Foundation I thank all of you for your generous contributions and urge 
you to participate in Matching Grant and District Simplified Grant programs.ò 

Scott Hiller 
District 5610 Foundation Chair 
scooter2@iw.net 507-530-2700 

 
 

 
The effort to eliminate polio from the world has taken two steps forward and 
one step back.  The number of cases in India and Nigeria have fallen drasti-
cally this year. The numbers for the year to date is only 821 world wide com-
pared to1455 last year  for that year to date. The bad news is that a case en-
tered the Republic of the Congo and there will be a new outbreak to 
fight.  However Rotary and the UN are good at encircling these outbreaks and 
eliminating polio from countries that have been polio free.  But we still need 
continuing support for polio plus. Thanks for the generous support of so many 
clubs and members in our district. 
Willis Sutliff MD, Chair District Polio Plus 

http://www.matchinggrants.org
mailto:scooter2@iw.net
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District Governor Elect Pat Sutliff 
would like the following information 
for your clubs for year 2011/2012: 
 
President Elect  Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
Secretary Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 
Treasurer Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 

Foundation Chair Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 
Youth Exchange Chair Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 
Membership Chair Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 

Please submit this information to  
susan@rotary5610.org by January 
1st.  Thank you very much! 

Tara Thackeray (Victoria, Canada) - Visitor Coordinator 2007 - 2009   The worst 
crime is to stand between a child and their education.  The volunteers at St. 
Jude's believe that education is a right and not a privilege.  I miss my family, my 
friends and my home, but I was lucky and grew up in a country where education 
was my right.  Now it is my duty to give back to those who are not so lucky and 
the most beautiful part is that once these children are educated no one can ever 
take it from them, it is theirs forever. 

 
 
We love to support The School of St. Jude be-
cause it gives a great education to the poorest 
children.  The school is run so capably that it is 
growing fast and will make a huge difference for 
1000s of children for generations to come.  We 
have funded things like water tanks, paving, 
buses and teachers.  All essential and very excit-
ing to us! 
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Amanda Kille, Jason Lambert, Tom Lehmkuhl, and Jennifer Abels, led by Rotarian Dave  
Stevens, will leave the Joe Foss Airport in Sioux Falls at noon on Sunday, January 2.  They 
have worked hard to prepare themselves as ambassadors for District 5610.   
  
The team met for the first time in October in Chamberlain to get acquainted and understand 
the preparation tasks that lay ahead of them.  At the second meeting in November, the team 

held a work session in Deadwood and attended a tradi-
tional Diwali festival at School of Mines in Rapid City.   
  
The third team gathering happened just last weekend in 
Mitchell.  DG Bert Olson, Chris Paustian, and I joined 
the team for the afternoon and gave input as they went 
over last-minute questions about travel arrangements, 
packing tips, and gift decisions.  By mid-afternoon, Ra-
hul Bansal, a former Rotary Youth Exchange student 
who prepared India cultural materials for the team, 
joined the conversation and give feedback on the pres-
entation about District 5610 that the team is prepar-
ing.  That evening, the team and Rahul ate an authentic 
Indian dinner prepared by Indian friends of Dave Ste-
vens.   
  

Their blog has a number of photographs for you to enjoy taken at team meetings during the 
past few months.  In addition, find biographies and photographs of each member of the team 
as well as a map that points out the locations in India that they will visit during their month in 
Uttar Pradesh.  Go to:  http://thetechgap.blogs.com/rotary_us_5610_gse_exchan/ 
  
We can be very proud of this team.  They are cohesive, articulate, and thoughtful people who 
will represent our District well.   

Back rowðleft to right 
Team Leader Dave Stevens, 

Jason Lambert and Tom Lehmkuhl 
 

Front Rowðleft to right 
Jenner Abels and Amanda Kille 

http://thetechgap.blogs.com/rotary_us_5610_gse_exchan/
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360 dozen roses filled up the Northside Florist 
Shop for a short time on October 19, 
2010.  Our Roses for Rotary campaign was 
very successful this year with the club selling 
20 dozen more roses than last year. This is 
the club's biggest fund raiser with a net profit 
of over $3,700; however, after build-
ing bleachers last year and handi-
cap restrooms this year the next project goal 
has been put on hold til after the New 
Year. The handicap restrooms were paid for 
in part by a simplified grant from District for 
which the club is very grateful.      

Three more Watertown Rotarians were 
recognized as Paul Harris Fellows at the 
December 2, 2010 Watertown Rotary 
Club Meeting.  Each one contributed 
$1000.00 to the Rotary Foundation 
which uses the money in an effort to 
eradicate polio in the world as part of the 
Rotary International PolioPlus Program.  
In the picture, left to right:  Reverend 
Tom Christenson, Foundation Chair; President Roger Turbak; and Paul Harris Fellow  
inductees Mark Stein, Tyler DeBoer and Doug Hilmoe. 
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Suriname Sanitation Grant sponsored by Rotary Clubs of Rapid City 
 
The South Dakota National Guard was teamed with Suriname in a US State Department as-
signment in 2007. Since then, two Rotary clubs in Rapid City have carried out a joint exchange 
with the three Suriname Rotary clubs. Our first personal contact was made in February, 2009 
when a 10-member delegation of Rapid City and Rushmore Club Rotarians were hosted by 
Rotarians from 3 clubs in Paramaribo, Suriname, South America. We were home-hosted and 
treated to marvelous foods, tours and cross-cultural exchanges. We met with Paramaribo Resi-
dence Rotary Club who presented the following project: 
 
Suriname School Latrine Block Project:. The goal is to install new or rebuilt latrines at all 330 
schools in Suriname, of which 35% are in Paramaribo city area. These structures are fully de-
signed and built with fixtures, gate, water pump, and septic system included. A maintenance 
plan must be submitted and approved by each school, with a signed contract and an educa-
tional policy for use by the children, before the facility is built. Each facility costs approximately 
US$35,000-41,000, and can be done one at a time. 
 
Upon return to Rapid City, a committee comprised of both Rapid City club members met and 
agreed to raise funds to build one facility. The committee, composed of Blaise Emerson, Linda 
Peterson, Ben Watson, Rotary Club Rapid City; Bruce Nearhood, Cindy Bailie, Mike and Geor-
gia OôConnor, Rotary Club Rushmore; and Tracy Settle and Mitch Natchtigal, SD National 
Guard, met and discussed the return invitation to host Suriname Rotarians in our homes in 
Rapid City. A group of 11 visited Rapid City and the Black Hills from September 4 - 12, 2009. 
 
The specific project being funded is the Benedictus School, Commissaris Weyttingweg, District 
Wanica, Suriname, SA. Benedictus school is an elementary school in Suriname with approxi-
mately 100 pupils. The sanitation facilities, namely the toilets are not adequate, especially for 
children from age 4 to 13. This school will require a new detached, stand-alone latrine block. 
 
The cost to build this project is US$35,167. Application for a Rotary Foundation matching grant 
was funded in November, 2010, including matching District Designated Funds. Fundraising ef-
forts through the last two summers raised $10,000. Rotary clubs in Paramaribo, Suriname have 
committed to raise $2929. 
 
For more information, call or email Linda Peterson, 605-341-5006, pete2@q.com. 
Rapid City Rotary, PO Box 284, Rapid City, SD 57709. 

This is Area 1 AG Doug Lind 
presenting a Paul Harris 
Award to Lucas Hann,  
President of the Roraract 
Club.  The banner in the 
background was presented to 
the club from Rushmore  
Rotary. 
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Weõre on the Web! 
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Raffle News  
The 2010 District Raffle helped raise over $100,000 for The Rotary Foundation.  
These funds will help eradicate polio, fund water projects, educate children and work 
all kinds of miracles around the world. This was an awesome result but we are plan-
ning for even more success this year.   

Following the advice of President Ray Klinginsmith, the grand prize for the 2011 raffle 

is going to be BIGGER, BETTER & BOLDER .  Some lucky winner will be taking a 

guest on a 4ð5 day cruise !  Not only will they get to choose from several travel desti-
nations, the package also includes extra cash for transportation expenses to and from 
their port city of choice. What a deal!!!!! 

However, for the raffle to be successful, we need participation from across the district. 
Club presidents and secretaries will soon be receiving an email, asking each club to 
begin planning for their prize to donate to this annual  raffle.   

The district is so thankful to all the clubs who have donated prizes in the past because 
your participation is what makes this raffle a success.  We canôt wait to see what won-
derful goodies you come up with this year.   

The raffle tickets will be printed in January, so put on your thinking caps and come up 

with a prize that will help support these great projects.  

 Cowboy logic  

I have adopted ñCowboy Logicò as my theme song for two reasons. The first is its happy music that 
reflects the warm and positive atmosphere of Rotary club meetings around the world. The second is 
the common sense and simple approach expressed in its lyrics. 

Fifty years ago, I often heard the expression ñKeep Rotary simple.ò That admonition has been lost in 
the intervening years, and I want to remind Rotarians that the basic concept of Rotary service is 
simple. Club members, who are community leaders, learn to know and respect one another through 
their weekly meetings, which create friendship, fellowship, and networking. When a community need 
is identified, the club members find they have an amazing ability to fill the need because they have 
the leading business and professional leaders in the community as their members, and they know 
how to get things done! 

The same simple approach works for club service, vocational service, and New Generations service 
projects. Rotary clubs have the talent to assess and prioritize the needs of their communities. They 
also have the expertise and resources to address the needs, if the clubs keep their members in-
formed and motivated. The communications within the club must be simple ï and frequent! 

Perhaps it is in international service that the simplicity of Rotary is most evident. Rotarians learn that 
their fellow club members are trustworthy, and as they meet Rotarians from other countries, they 
realize they are similarly trustworthy. As a result, Rotary friends from faraway places are easily 
made and kept, and the resulting cooperation between clubs for international service projects is truly 
astounding! 

The ñCowboy Logicò song says that cowboys have a simple solution for just about everything. So do 
Rotarians! It is called the spirit of Rotary, and its hallmarks are fellowship and service. Together, we 
can make the world a better place by making our clubs Bigger, Better, and Bolder. So letôs do it! 
Thatôs cowboy logic! 

RI President  
Ray Klinginsmith 


