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February Thoughts from DG Dick Nolte

Happy Valentines Day to
everyone! This would be an
ideal occasion to have a Club
social. | know some clubs do
but the majority do not. One
club in our District that | am
aware of that does is Sibley.
They have on their schedule
an Annual Sweetheart turkey
dinner.

February is designated as
World Understanding
Month. If you don’t read
your Rotarian magazine you
are missing a lot of good
information about what's
going on in the Rotary
World.

Club Presidents, your SAR
(semi-annual report) is due
to Rl which also means that
your 2nd half of club dues
are also due. Each club Presi-
dent should have received a
statement of the club balance
due to Rl as of 25 Jan 08. A
number of clubs show past
due balances. If your treas-
urer has a question about
the balance due to Rl as
shown on the report, the
person to contact at Rl is:
Gloria Spanitz @ phone 847-
866-3484 or e-mail
gloria.spanitz@rotary.org.

How are you doing on your
membership goals? Time is
flying by! To be eligible for a
Presidential Citation for this
year, your membership goal
must be achieved by 31
March 2008. That is only 2

Months away! Our District
Membership Chair, PDG
Roger Wiltz, has information
in this issue of the Newsletter
about an incentive program
for those obtaining new mem-
bers.

This year there is also a spe-
cial recognition of small club
membership growth. This
applies to any club with less
than 20 members at the be-
ginning or this Rotary year. |
explained this to the small
clubs on my official visit,

but if any of you need more
information, let me know.

Club Presidents be sure to
have your President Elect
make plans now to attend
PETS. If your PE does not
attend PETS, you as current
President will remain in office
until your PE has met all nec-
essary requirements. If any
PEs can not make it to our
District PETS, check with one
of our neighboring Districts as
to when and where they are
conducting their PETS. In our
District | know of two PEs
who have already made plans
to attend a neighboring Dis-
trict PETS. If anyone needs
help on this contact Susan our
Executive Director or me.

Our Youth Exchange Program
is moving ahead. | just re-
ceived notice that the RI
Board has granted our Dis-
trict approval to join SCRYE
(South Central Rotary Youth

Exchange) as we had voted
on at our past District
Conference. There were
quite a number of “hoops”
we had to go through to get
this done. Now, as | write,
some of our District YE
Committee members

are in Tulsa,OK to attend
the semi-annual meeting of
this multi-district organiza-
tion which is being held -3
Feb. We should know if
there is anything our District
must still accomplish to be-
come fully certified to
conduct a Rotary YE pro-
gram.

It is only about 60 days be-
fore our GSE team leaves for
Brazil. Our GSE

Committee, team leader and
team members have been
working hard to make

this a successful and reward-
ing experience.

This Rotary Year is more
than half gone, so if your
club has some unmet

goals to accomplish, you
need to work on that now.

ROTARY SHARES — MEM-
BERS COUNT YIR, DG Dick
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World Understanding

With the help of Rotarians,
Peace Centers bring hope to world

Advancing world understanding,
goodwill, and peace is a part of Ro-
tary’s mission, but to accomplish
this in a world strewn with conflict
takes commitment. Rotarians are
working toward that goal by sup-
porting the Rotary Centers for In-
ternational Studies in peace and
conflict resolution and the Rotary
Peace and Conflict Studies Pro-
gram.

Nearly 400 Rotary peace program
participants, alumni, faculty, and
Rotarians gathered 14 to 16 June
for the first Rotary World Peace
Symposium in Salt Lake City to dis-
cuss how alumni and participants of
the two programs can work to re-
solve conflicts worldwide.

"Finding the path to world peace
and understanding is not a specta-
tor sport. It is fully participatory,”
Past Rl President Charles C. Keller
told attendees. "Mankind in the
world as we know it cannot survive
the continued use of war as a
means of settling our disputes.”

If Rotarians don't support the Ro-
tary Centers for International Stud-
ies in peace and conflict resolution
and the Rotary Peace and Conflict
Studies Program, "the cost of fail-
ure will be borne by every man,
woman, and child on this planet in
some way — either directly or indi-
rectly,” said Keller.

Located at seven leading universi-
ties around the world, the Rotary
Centers provide fellows the chance
to study in a graduate-level pro-
gram in conflict resolution, peace
studies, international relations, and
other related disciplines.

The Rotary Peace and Conflict
Studies Program is a shorter pro-
gram aimed at professionals in
governments and other agencies.

Throughout the symposium,
speakers talked about the dire
need for peaceful ways to end vio-
lent conflicts.

"We truly live in a bloody and
cruel world. The statistics numb
us," said Edward Blender, chair of
the Rotary Centers Major Gift
Initiative. To continue the peace
programs into perpetuity, the Ro-
tary Centers Major Gift Initiative is
seeking to create a $95 million
endowment fund by 2015.

On any given day, said Blender,
there are 20 to 30 armed conflicts
in the world. In the last |5 years,
3.6 million people — 45 percent of
whom are children — have died
due to civil and ethnic wars and
violence.

Disease, war, and conflict disinte-
grates societies, added UN Foun-
dation senior adviser Gillian
Sorensen. In volatile regions of the
world, lethal brews of hopeless-
ness, anger, and frustration make
some people feel that combat
gives them a purpose and a place
to belong...The work of the Peace
Fellows, however, is reason for
hope. She called upon the Peace
Fellows to be "the first guard of a
mighty peaceful army."

Rotarians can help the programs
by securing funding as well as find-
ing well-qualified candidates - es-
pecially from areas facing conflict —
and encouraging them to apply for
the programs.

"We need the continued financial

support from Rotary clubs and
districts all over the world," said
Keller. "Someday, one or more of
our Rotary Peace Fellows will be
in the right place at the right time
to make a really big difference, and
then Rotarians everywhere will
know our search for peace is
working."

University of California,
Berkeley, California, USA

The seven universities hosting Ro-
tary Centers are:
International Christian
University, Tokyo, Japan
Universidad del Salvador,
Buenos Aires, Argentina
University of Bradford, West
Yorkshire, England
University of California,
Berkeley, California, USA
The University of Queensland,
Brisbane, Australia
Duke University and The
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, North Caro
lina, USA (both universities
jointly host one Rotary
Center)
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| From the Membership Chairman’s Desk |

while.

them a gift. This led to membership.

ship program for your club.

Roger Wiltz, D5610 Membership Chair

Last week | made up a Rotary meeting in Mount Horeb, Wisconsin. The club’s membership chair presented the pro-
gram and did an excellent job. Hopefully you will address membership in your club and find some of his points worth-

He began with a brain-storm session on why we are Rotarians and what we get out of Rotary. He wrote the points
on a chart as members called them out. He then used the list to lead to the idea that giving someone Rotary is giving

He then gave every member an envelope that contained two blank pieces of paper and a 3™ sheet that contained the
names of former members who were still alive and in the community/area. With the two blank sheets, he asked for writ-
ten comments about two things. One — names of possible prospective members; Two — Answer the question, “Why has
our club lost members, and what can we do to improve?” Regarding the list of names, he asked who we might get back,
and if the individual answering would be willing to make the contact. Consider trying this, or invite me to do a member-

*Here’s a membership biggie. Recruit a new member, and Dist. 5610 will give the recruiter one-hundred dollars to
give to the Rotary Foundation! What a way to help your club make the hundred dollars per member Foundation goal!

I DISTRICT 56 10 ROTARY FOUNDATION RAFFLE I

TION in their name! ($2,200)

GRAND PRIZE — Arizona Trip — Four-five nights in a comfortable guest house located in a certified Wildlife Habitat hosted by Ro-
tarians Ernie & Sally Montagne, Sierra Vista Rotary Club. You will have a wealth of destinations and attractions to choose from.
Package includes $1,500 to cover airfare and rental car. Vacation time in southern Arizona will be directed according to the win-
ner’s individual interests. The Montagnes suggest the winner schedule their time in Arizona between July and the end of September
2008. (NOTE: Should winner elect not to accept the trip, he/she can elect to have the $1,500 directed to THE ROTARY FOUNDA-

SPECIAL PRIZES — Wal-Mart Certificates -- To date Keith Warren of the Clark Club, working with the Watertown
Wal-Mart, and with a little help from the Pierre/Ft. Pierre Club, has arranged for four $500 gift cards. The Marshall Club
has obtained a $50 certificate. Any club with a Wal-Mart is asked to request a $50 gift certificate for the raffle.

Brookings — Harvey Dunn print ($428)

Canby — Basket of local Canby goodies ($175)

Canton -- Creative Memories gift certificate ($500)

Centerville — Norinco Semi-auto |2 Shotgun ($200) + Photo restoration ($50)
Clark — Two-day hunting trip & $500 in Clark Bucks ($1,000)

Custer — Three autographed Paul Horsted books ($200)

Denison — “Definitely Denison” package — lodging, golf for two, $/100 ($300)

Hot Springs — Hot Springs Golf/Vacation Package ($408)

Huron -- Four John Green Prints ($300)

LeMars — “Destination Le Mars” package — food, lodging, & certificates ($344)
Luverne — Three copies “Selected Chaff” (@$27) by Al Mcintosh

Madison — John Green”Mt. Rushmore” print, framed ($350)

Mapleton — Two Mike Lyons’ Loess Hills photographs ($80)

Marshall -- $50 Wal-Mart Certificate

Marshall Sunrise — Two$150 gift certificates—Klein Foods & Schwans ($300)
Minneota — Sweatshirt, mug and book by Bill Holmes ($75)

Mitchell — Cabella’s Gift Certificate ($250)

Marshall Sunrise — Two$150 gift certificates—Klein Foods & Schwans ($300)
Minneota — Sweatshirt, mug and book by Bill Holmes ($75)

Mitchell — Cabella’s Gift Certificate ($250

Mobridge — Two Mick Harrison prints ($150)

Northern Black Hills — Male & female wrist watches
Pierre/Ft. Pierre — Visit Pierre Package ($750)
Rapid City Rushmore — 2-day Guided Flyfishing Trip ($600)
Rock Valley — Dinner & Show at Chanhassen Dinner Theatre
Scotland -- $/00 in “Beef Bucks”
Sibley — Men’s Black Hills gold ring ($500)
Sioux City Downtown — “Taste of Sioux City” gift basket
Sioux Falls Downtown — Case of Assorted SD wines ($200)
Sioux Falls North — Two tickets to Aug. 30

Nebraska football game ($106)
Sioux Falls West — Balloon Ride ($200)

+ Fuji Crosstown Triathlon Bike ($300)
Sub. Sioux City — Original hand-build piece of pottery ($250)
Vermillion — Golf package ($250), includes dinner

& accommodations
Woagner — Handcrafted Rotary Weathervane ($100)
Winner — Garnet & diamond necklace set in 14k gold ($189)
Yankton — “Mist on the Meridian” print by Jolene Steffen ($200)
District Gov. Dick Nolte — Pair of Rotary wrist watches +
wine & glasses ($150)

Continued to Page 4




st. Valentine

January Attendance

dar now.

Q_/Q(.TQ )&b? D) CLUB MEMBERS  |MEETINGS |AVERAGE
B Sibley Rotary Club 21 3 85.70%
Brookings Rotary Club 82 4 62.19%
PETS Meeting Rapid City Rushmore Rotary Club 4
&Training
Spearfish - NBH Rotary Club 4 69.89%
It's not too early to think about our Yankton Rotary Club 43 4 71.40%
district PETS / AG / LEADERSHIP w = oD - s Py
training coming up April 4th & 5th atertown Rotary Clu oo
which will be held at Cedar Shores Winner Rotary Club 41 5 51.00%
near Chamberlain. Rotary Interna-
tional changed the bylaws so it is L ) |
now mandatory that Presidents’ Elect Is your attendance missing? Send it to ED Susan! I
attend PETS to be eligible to assume
the club presidency so, Presidents .
P 4 Governor It is all about
Elect, get these dates on your calen- 2009-2010

our clubs!

wWww.rotary5610.org

*New Website coming soon*

Send ED Susan a picture repre-
senting a project your club has
done, a picture best representing
the area of your club, and other
items you want on your page on
the website!

In a hard-copy letter dated
11/19/07, | asked club
presidents to name a Dis-
trict Governor Nominee
by 12/31/07 and get the
name to me so | could
forward an official applica-
tion. Being a former club
president and being interested is the basic crite-

Have you sent in
your news items to
Susan? The district
wants to see more of
the club’s activities!

ria. | have had no replies. As the immediate
Past District Governor, | am responsible for
getting the information together for our D5610
nominating committee of PDG’s. Don’t put this
in the well-known file. Forty-one clubs need to
respond to me. Reach me at rwiltz@charles-

mix.com.

PDG Roger Wiltz

DISTRICT 5610 ROTARY FOUNDATION RAFFLE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

District Conference
will be September 12,
13, 14,2008 at the
Marina Inn in South
Sioux City, Nebraska.

It is not too late to help!

On the raffle tickets these words appear below the prize list:

“The Raffle Group reserves the right to add additional prizes prior to
the drawing!”

Please email Ed Jacobson (coach@pie.midco.net) if you obtain a prize,
such as an additional Wal-Mart certificate.

Delivery of prizes

Please make arrangements to send your prize to Pierre prior to April |, or to
bring it to PETS, April 4-5, 2008, at the Cedar Shore Resort in Chamberlain.

Pierre addresses:

Ed Jacobson

1821 Kennedy Drive
Pierre, SD 57501

Rotary
PO Box 443
Pierre, SD 57501




