
promote Rotary.  I 
am pleased to an-
nounce that our Dis-
trict received a 
$10,000 public rela-
tions grant from Ro-
tary International.  
Dave Madsen our 
public relations chair 
has put together a 
wonderful program 
to use these funds 
along with the re-
quired 1/3 match in 
District funds.  All of 
the District club 
presidents and sec-
retaries have re-
ceived a Rotary 
Public Relations 
ñtool kitò with lots of 
good ideas to pro-
mote Rotary in your 
club and community.   
 
Thanks for all of 
your efforts in 2010, 
I wish you the very 
best in finishing the 
last half of this Ro-
tary year! 
 
Bert Olson 
District Governor 

Building 

Communities- 

Bridging  

Continents 

 
Happy New Year 
Rotarians of District 
5610: 
 
We are celebrating 
Rotary Awareness 
month this January.  
First-how are you 
and your club com-
ing with your goals to 
help ñBuild Commu-
nities and Bridge 
Continentsò in our 
District? 
During my club vis-
its, I learned of many 
great programs and 
ideas each of you 
had to improve your 
club and communi-
ties. Hopefully you 
are making progress 
in those goals impor-
tant to your club.   
 
I encourage each of 
you to wear your Ro-
tary pin each day-it 
is an easy way to 
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What do you call a bunch of Rotarians and spouses who have a shared interest and 

have lots of fun and fellowship ñRotary Fellowship.  With 53 fellowships from Amateur Ra-

dio to Golf to Music to Yachting, there is something for everyone!  Several of our mem-

bers have participated in various fellowships such as our DG Bert Olsen who has golfed 

at St. Andrews with the Golfing Rotarians and our DGE Pat and Willis Sutliff who have par-

ticipated in Home Exchange, what a great way to have an inexpensive vacation with 

locals giving insider information that shouldnõt get you into trouble!  As time and space 

allows, various fellowships will be highlighted in future District Newsletter.  Check the Ro-

tary website (rotary.org/fellowships) 

for more specifics.  Sue Holloway is the 

Fellowship Chairperson.  You can con-

tact her at sjhollow0115@q.com  . 

 

District 5610  

Raffle Update  

Clubs across the district have once again come through with some 
great prizes for the 2011 Rotary Raffle.     However, tickets will be 

going to the printer mid -January and there are still some clubs that 
we havenõt heard from concerning your donations for prizes.  

Would the president, secretary or other appointed member from the 
following clubs please contact Melissa Beck (mbeck@good -sam.com) 
or Marsha (mwhetham@countrypridecoop.com) right away so your   
donation can also be printed on the raffle ticket?  Donõt be left out! 

Letôs briefly review how the raffle works:   

 

A $10 donation to Rotary International from anyone 

(Rotarian or not) buys one ticket and a chance at the 

great prizes.  If you are a sustaining member and have 

given or will give $100 during this Rotary year (7/1/10-

6/30/11) you get ten tickets.  Thinking about becoming a 

Paul Harris Fellow?  That would be worth 100 tickets!   

 

Please contact Melissa or Marsha with any questions.  

Aberdeen 

Cherokee 

Gettysburg 

Suburban Sioux City 

South Sioux City 

Tyndall 

Hot Springs 

Scotland 

 

mailto:sjhollow0115@q.com
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This monthõs reason - Number 6:  

 

Even if youõve never been to Mardi Gras (which begins on 6 January, reaches 

its apex on Fat Tuesday, and ends in church with penitent ashes on Ash 

Wednesday), you know that dancing is what itõs all about. The òsocial seasonó 

begins on the first of the year, with the creation of costumes and balls that 

lead to the elaborate parades two weeks before Fat Tuesday. These balls 

range too from high to low, from elegant society affairs to satirical bohemian 

parties that last until dawn.  The members of the krewes that organize the fes-

tivities dance while they organize, dance to the bands they hired for the balls 

that take place before the parades, and dance, of course, while parading 

and at the after -parade parties. New Orleans has Mardi Gras in common with 

many of its spiritual kin, from Havana to Rio de Janeiro. Music and dance per-

vade the city, and recent disasters have intensified them. Since Katrina, New 

Orleanians have added even more carpe diem to their unusually large hold-

ings of it. The non -rowdy spirit need not experience any of this, but take in-

stead a streetcar to view the mansions and parks of Uptown.  

 

 

For questions, contact:  Tammy McKillip at (605) 321 -8158 Mobile, (605) 428 -

3473, or tnttparis@juno.com.  

Top 10 Reasons To Go to the  
Rotary International Convention  
in New Orleans, May 21 -25, 2011 

Jackson Square has been home 

to an open-air artistsô colony 

for more than half a century. 

Faulkner House books 

was once the great 

American writerôs home. 
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The preliminary figures on polio show  reasons for optimism as large progress was made in the coun-

tries with the highest polio rates in 2009.  India's  cases dropped from 703 in 2009 to 41 in 2010. Nige-

ria has dropped from 388 in 2009 to 18.  So we are finally seeing huge progress in these two countries 

which is very gratifying.  The number of cases in Afghanistan stayed about the same at  24 decreas-

ing from 33, and cases in Pakistan increased from 86 to 140 due to the floods.  

 

A setback however is the spreading of polio contracted from Nigeria in 2009.  Rotary and It's part-

ners UNICEF and the World Health Organization are mounting vaccination drives in the Congo and 

the Republic of the Congo as well as other countries with rare polio cases in the rest of Africa. This 

effort should have a positive result in the next year. The total number of cases of polio world wide fell 

from 1548 in 2009 to 920 in 2010 on preliminary counting.  

 

ELIMINATION OF POLIO REMAINS ROTARY'S NUMBER ONE PRIORITY. Thank you and your clubs for con-

tinuing to support this effort. We however, still have not reached the $200 million match for the 

Gates Foundation Challenge.  

 

Willis Sutliff MD, Polio Plus Chair 

The ability to write easily, logically, and succinctly is essential for public relations. The object of most PR writing 

is to grab the readerõs attention, convey information quickly, and invite the media to cover your story. 

Inverted pyramid  

Most press releases and other written communications for the media use an inverted -pyramid style, with the 

most important and relevant information at the top, followed by gradually less important information. The 

headline and the first sentence are the two most important parts of a press release. Make sure theyõre com-

pelling enough to draw in the editor or reporter.  

The five Ws 

Include the five Ws in your first paragraph, ideally in the first sentence:  

¶ Who? The main focus of your story; a person or group at the center of the story  

¶ What? The event or project with which your club is involved  

¶ Where? The location of the event, including a street address  

¶ When? The time, day, and date of an event, or the time period involved for a person or project  

¶ Why? The reason the event, person, or project is significant to the general public  

In subsequent paragraphs, provide details about the event or project, or describe how the person or group 

achieved something extraordinary.  
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District Governor Bert watching the 

launching of òRotaryõs Polio Plus  

Balloonó 

The filling process takes some time 

but finallyéééé. 

Volunteers carefully spreading the 

balloon on the ground for filling!  

ò Thanks to Rotary, my 

efforts to make the  

world a better place  

are multiplied. Iõm no 

longer alone.ó 

ñ Fernando Aguirre  

Palacios, Ecuador  
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District Governor Elect Pat Sutliff 
would like the following information 
for your clubs for year 2011/2012: 
 
President Elect  Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
Secretary Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 
Treasurer Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 

Foundation Chair Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 
Youth Exchange Chair Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 
Membership Chair Name 
   Address 
   Phone 
   Email 
 

Please submit this information to  
susan@rotary5610.org by January 
1st.  Thank you very much! 

There is a new section on our website called PR 

Tools.  It is under òDistrict 5610ó Tab. 

 

Dave Madsen has put together some helpful PR 

Tools for Clubs.  

 

What is your club doing?  Get the word out!   You 

may see an increase in membership if people know 

who you are and what you are doing ! 

 

Contact for further information:  
Dave Madsen 

Chair, Dept. of Mass Communication 

Morningside College 

1501 Morningside Ave. 

Sioux City, IA 51106 

Office: 712-274-5480 

Cell: 712-490-3327 

Madsend@morningside.edu 

mailto:Madsend@morningside.edu
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Rotary Trans Gomti Project  

Smiling Children  

GSE Team with Major of Lucknow  

Dinner at Chandra Home  

One of Chief Minister  Mayawatiõs  

Pet Projects  

We visited a home where children 

who are receiving cancer treat-

ment can come, along with their 

families if they cannot afford a 

hotel.  This project is run by an 

NGO, but sponsored by Rotary 

Club, Lucknow Greater. 

On Jan. 6th our team visited the banks 

of the Sangam which is the location for 

the confluence of three rivers ~ the 

River Ganga, the Yamuna, & the mythi-

cal Saraswati (an underground stream) 

in Prayag near Allahabad. This conflu-

ence is the venue for a great annual 

bathing festival known as Magh Mela .  

After leaving Allahabad, we hit the 

road for Raebarelli.   We were greeted 

warmly by the Rotary  club and me-

dia.   The club's building houses a 

medical clinic and classrooms.   There 

were a couple classes being taught 

while we visited,  a women's sewing 

class and computer skills.   Then we 

were all honored with the opportunity 

to witness our team leader, Dave, ad-

minister a polio vaccine to an infant.   

http://thetechgap.blogs.com/.a/6a00d8345238e169e20147e19ec161970b-pi
http://thetechgap.blogs.com/.a/6a00d8345238e169e20147e19ecf7b970b-pi
http://thetechgap.blogs.com/.a/6a00d8345238e169e20147e19ede66970b-pi
http://thetechgap.blogs.com/.a/6a00d8345238e169e20148c7a8192c970c-pi
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26 Mines students from SME, Student Senate, Circle K and 
Rotaract braved the cold weather and volunteered at Storybook 
Island Christmas. These students did a great job staffing the 
admissions gate, concession stands, and the childrenôs train. 
Special thanks to Conlan ñSantaò Nelson from SME. Pictured 
below are the two shifts of student volunteers with Santa and 
our locomotive engineersðSA President Chris Weyer, Kyle 
Carey and Sean Deresti. Thank you to these students for their 
volunteer service and for representing Mines so well in our 
community. 

our Youth Exchange Student, Dana Dedeck, surrounded by several Rotarians at a recent meeting  

Art Rezac, WWII veteran and 
participant in the most recent 
Honor Flight, and Rotarians 
Tom Tviet and Jim Mollison, 
WWII Honor Flight  


