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March Thoughts from DG Dick Nolte

Here it is March and hope-
fully Winter is winding
down and Spring won’t be
far ahead. Our Winter here
in Custer has been quite
typical with some snow, but
not enough, some cold and
some warm days. | know
many of you East River have
really had Winter with a lot
of snow and plenty of cold
temperatures .

First on the list for this
Month is the 07-08 Presiden-
tial Citation. If your club
meets the qualifications and
your club wants to receive
the citation, the Club Presi-
dent needs to get the appli-
cation to me asap. | must
submit a list of certified clubs
to Rl before |5 April 08 so
get your application to me
soon.

You should all have received
your District raffle tickets
and need to get the stubs to
our District Raffle Chair, Ed
Jacobson or have your
President Elect bring them to
PETS at Cedar Shores on 4-5
April to be in time for the
prize drawings. Remember
that all tickets you buy your-
self or sell to someone else
qualify you for Paul Harris
Fellow credit so the more
you sell the more credit
YOU get towards your next
PHF.

Another reminder or infor-
mation you may not know.

If you are working on your
second or third or fourth
PHF, you get one and an addi-
tional PHF to give to some-
one else. For details on how
to do this contact the District
Foundation Chair, Scott
Hiller. There is a specific pro-
cedure to follow to accom-
plish this. Be sure to take
advantage of this opportunity
for you to get an additional
PHF and also have one to give
to someone else.

As you have heard, if you
sponsor a new member since
| Feb 08 you are eligible for a
$100 credit towards your
next PHF. Be sure that your
club sends a copy of the new
member reporting form along
with the Rotarian sponsors
name to our District Mem-
bership Chair, Roger Wiltz
so that you will get this award
credit.

March is Literacy Month. |
know there are a number of
clubs in the District that are
doing something to improve
literacy in their community
and elsewhere. | don’t think
many of us really even think
about what it would be like if
we could not read. We con-
sider the US to be a literate
country yet | am sure there
are some people in our com-
munity who are just getting
by without being able to read..
Of course there are many
countries in the world that
have a large number of illiter-

ate people in their popula-
tion. Let’s all try to do
something to help those
among us and around the
world who are illiterate.
Through Rotary this is not
hard to do as there are many
literacy programs that we
can participate in.

Hope you are all having a
GREAT year.

Remember: “ROTARY
SHARES — MEMBERS

COUNT”

YIR, DG Dick
Governor
2009-2010

In a hard-copy letter dated
11/19/07, | asked club presi-
dents to name a District
Governor Nominee by
12/31/07 and get the name to
me so | could forward an
official application. Being a
former club president and
being interested is the basic
criteria. | have had no re-
plies. As the immediate Past
District Governor, | am re-
sponsible for getting the in-
formation together for our
D5610 nominating committee
of PDG’s. Don’t put this in
the well-known file. Forty-
one clubs need to respond to
me. Reach me at
rwiltz@charles-mix.com.

PDG Roger Wiltz




Celebrate Literacy Month

What is Rotary Literacy Month?

Rotary Literacy Month highlights liter-
acy and education issues around the
world. Celebrated in March each year,
Rotary Literacy Month is an excellent
opportunity for Rotary clubs and dis-
tricts to raise awareness about literacy,
launch new literacy initiatives and pro-
jects, and recognize literacy accom-
plishments from the past year. Rotari-
ans everywhere are encouraged to
participate in Rotary Literacy Month by
engaging in service or activities that
specifically address literacy and educa-
tion issues either in their communities
or abroad.

Why is literacy important?

Literacy is the foundation for virtually
all forms of education and a crucial
component of effective social and eco-
nomic participation, human develop-
ment, and poverty reduction. Accord-
ing to the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) nearly 800 million

people over the age of |5 lack even
basic reading and writing skills world-
wide. In addition, there are roughly 137
million school age children who are
illiterate around the world. Sadly, over
64% of all illiterate people in the world
today are women. The benefits of
literacy to society are undisputed. The
Education for All Global Monitoring
Report published in 2006 by UNESCO
argues that literate populations are less
likely to experience civil strife and are
more likely to develop economically.
There is also a direct connection be-
tween literacy rates and community
health. People who are literate are
generally more aware of health con-
cerns in their communities and are
therefore better equipped to avoid
illness.

What can my club do to cele-
brate Rotary Literacy Month?

Rotary clubs and districts celebrate
Rotary Literacy Month in many differ-
ent ways. Some clubs invite speakers
to discuss literacy and education is-
sues that are important to their com-
munities, some clubs plan literacy and
education related service activities,
and other clubs plan large community
campaigns to encourage literacy.
Planning is crucial and many clubs ap-
point a special literacy committee at
the beginning of each Rotary year to
plan and coordinate literacy events
during Rotary Literacy Month and
throughout the year. Some ideas for
Rotary Literacy Month activities in-
clude:
Raising awareness about literacy
and education Invite local literacy
or education experts like teach-
ers, school administrators, gov-
ernment education officers, and
university professors, to speak at
your club’s meeting about local,
regional, or international literacy
and education issues.
‘Arrange for club members to
visit local schools, universities,
libraries, and tutoring centers to
learn about your community’s
literacy and education resources.
Facilitate a discussion session at
your club’s meeting about literacy
and education in your commu-
nity.
Take action for literacy
‘Launch a new literacy project
during Rotary Literacy Month
Work with existing literacy pro-
viders to plan a literacy project
‘Arrange for club members to
volunteer at a tutoring center

Literacy Resource Group
Celebrate Literacy Month

Begin a student mentoring pro-

gram

Encourage local businesses to
offer education opportunities for
employees

Start an adult education program
at a local school or community
center

Conduct a teacher training event
for your district

Conduct a literacy awareness
campaign in your community
Donate books for a community
library, school supplies for under
privileged students, or teaching
materials for underprivileged
schools

Arrange a community award to
recognize contributions to liter-
acy and education

Hold a literacy ball to raise
money for literacy programs in
your community

Conduct an essay contest to en-
courage writing among students
in your community

Arrange a literacy fair and invite
local bookstores to participate,
local authors to read about liter-
acy, and local government agen-
cies to display information about
literacy and education programs

International Reading Association
800 Barksdale Road
PO Box 8139
Newark DE 18714

www.reading.org
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DISTRICT TRAINER AND RAFFLE CO-CHAIR

REMINDERS:

1) Every club should be represented at PETS (President-Elect Training Session). Fill out the registration form provided
by District Executive Director Susan Hughes (blacksbookkeeping@rushmore.com) and make your room reserva-
tions. All club officers will benefit, but President-elects are REQUIRED to attend a PETS as a condition of their service.
Special sessions will be held for foundation chairs, youth exchange chairs, secretaries, and membership chairs, as well as
PEs!

2.) Clubs should plan to mail their raffle tickets to ROTARY, PO BOX 443, PIERRE, SD 57501 prior to PETS.
Make April | your deadline! (NOTE: If you plan to hand-carry your tickets to PETS, please be sure to remove all the sta-

ples!)

3.) Raffle prizes (or certificates for the prizes) should also be sent to the above address. If your prize is large and hard
to handle, send a note about how it can be obtained by the winner after PETS.

Remember, anyone who gives to The Rotary Foundation this Rotary year gets one raffle ticket for every ten dollars con-
tributed!

Thanks to everyone for the great support of the raffle -- see you at PETS!

Ed Jacobson, District Trainer

Adult llliteracy Rates by Region
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World Regions

Does Rotary International offer any additional resources for Literacy?

Rotary offers a variety of resources for literacy related projects. The following are some of the resources available to
Rotary clubs and districts.

Communities in Action: A Guide to Effective Projects (605A) A Menu of Service Opportunities (605B)

Community Assessment Tools (605C)




February Attendance

dﬂ%‘ CLUB MEMBERS |MEETINGS JAVERAGE
D Brookings Rotary Club 82 4 63.10%)
|E:> <:| Centerville Rotary Club 68 4 37.00%)
<:l Clark Rotary Club 23 4 81.00%
w Hot Springs Rotary Club 41 4 68.00%)
Huron Rotary Club 31 4 60.48%)
Minneota Rotary Club 52 4 71.00%)
PETS Meeting Mobridge Rotary Club 51 3 50.00%
&Training Rapid City Rotary Club 9] 4 45.00%
Rapid City Rushmore Rotary Club 58 4 49.10%
I’s not too early to think about our Sibley Rotary Club 54 3
district PETS / AG / LEADERSHIP Sioux City Suburban Rotary Club 11 4 78.00%
trai‘ning ;oming up April 4th & 5th Sioux Falls North Rotary Club 42 4 62.00%
which will be he!d at Cedar Shores Spearfish - NBH Rotary Club 32 5 73.00%)
near Chamberlain. Rotary Interna- —
tional changed the bylaws so it is Vermillion Rotary Club 72 4 77.40%)
now mandatory that Presidents’ Elect Wagner Rotary Club 29 4 86.20%
attend PETS to be eligible to assume Watertown Rotary Club 97, 4 68.60%
the club presidency so, Presidents lYankton Rotary Club 43 4 66.10%

Elect, get these dates on your calen-
dar now.

Is your attendance missing? Send it to ED Susan!

wWww.rotary5610.org

Have you sent in your news items
to Susan? The district wants to
see more of the club’s activities!

*New Website coming soon*

Send ED Susan a picture represent-
ing a project your club has done, a
picture best representing the area of
your club, and other items you want
on your page on the website!

District 5610 Foundation Update

District Conference
will be September 12,
13, 14,2008 at the
Marina Inn in South
Sioux City, Nebraska.

2006-07 was second best year in history for giving by Rotarians in our
District. Our District goal was $127,610 and we raised $165,699. In
addition with other restricted giving and permanent fund giving our
total contributions were $201,185. This was accomplished is large
measure because of the inception of a District Raffle by DG Roger
Wiltz—which was effectively implemented by Ed Jacobson. A big
thank you to these two is in order.

Grants: Two Matching Grants with money from The Rotary Foundation
funded well and latrine projects in Togo and Niger. These saved or
improved the quality of life for several thousand people. District
Simplified Grants were awarded to the Mitchell, Tyndall, and Winner

= M AJIT]

)
%

&

clubs totaling $12,550.
Joop Jeuz

District 56 10 Polio Plus Chairman, Dr. Willis Sutliff,
administering Polio Drops in Bhusawal, India on
India's National Immunization Day, Sunday, January
27, 2008. While in India he met many Rotarians
working for the eradication of polio and he encour-
ages each and every Rotarian in District 5610 to
contribute to this effort. As mentioned before the
Foundation is asking for $100 per Rotarian toward
Polio Plus and this $100 would go toward your Paul
Harris award.




