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Hello again fellow Rotarians
and Family of Rotary mem-
bers. If you can read this
newsletter, please give
thanks to your parents,
teachers and colleagues. It
is hard to believe that in our
great country there are
many millions who cannot
read a simple written pas-
sage or simple written in-
structions. | was curious
about the literacy rates in
the four states in District
5610 and was surprised to
find that nearly 7% in South
Dakota, 7% in lowa, 7% in
Nebraska, and 6% in Minne-
sota are lacking basic prose
literacy skills. These statis-
tics come from a National
Center for Educational Sta-
tistics study done in 2003.
Participants in the study
were asked to perform a
variety of reading and math
activities using documents
from daily life. The percents
are based on those individu-
als who were unable to per-
form those basic activities.

Most of us seldom
experience any problems
with reading, writing or
mathematics and may find it
difficult to understand why
literacy is such an important
goal for Rotary. It has often
been documented that there
is a direct connection be-
tween literacy rates and
community health. People
who are literate are much
more aware of health prob-
lems in their communities

March 2010

and are better prepared to
take action to address the
health challenges confront-
ing them. As you know,
March is the month custom-
arily designated by Rotary
as Literacy Month and liter-
acy is one of the areas of
emphasis by our current
Rotary International Presi-
dent. Literacy month gives
us the opportunity to raise
awareness about literacy,
initiate new literacy projects
in our communities and
recognize literacy accom-
plishments achieved by
clubs in our District. Sev-
eral clubs in our district
have adopted a Dictionary
Project which involves pro-
viding a personal copy of a
dictionary to each child in
the third grade of their local
elementary schools. Other
clubs have made contribu-
tions to schools in develop-
ing nations to assist them in
their efforts to better edu-
cate their youth.

Is your club participating in
a literacy project this
month? What a great time
this would be to read to a
child, recognize a student
or teacher of the month, or
sign up for a dictionary pro-
ject. Maybe we should all
take some time to read a
good book ourselves!

March is the time we begin
to think about spring and

the warmer temps that will
help us eliminate the many

The Future of Rotary is inYour Hands

huge piles of snow that still
surround us i something
we are all looking forward to
this year. March is also the
time when we must begin
thinking about deadlines for
club recognition awards and
time to begin thinking about
the training for a new class
of officers for the next Ro-
tary year. | have sent
awards information and
forms to the Area Assistant
Governors who will be
working with club presi-
dents to apply for club rec-
ognitions awards by the
various due dates. If you
have not yet made your
reservations to attend the
President-elect training ses-
sion scheduled for April 22-
24 at Cedar Shore Resort in
Oacoma, SD you will want
to do so very soon so that
you do not miss out on this
required training for new
club presidents.

Register on-line:

http://
www.rotary5610.org/

html/PETS.htm

Continue to Page 14
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friends gathered on Saturday
warehouse of Community
Their purpose: filling 1636

Sioux Falls Rotarians, family, and
morning, February 6, at the local
Food Banks of South Dakota.
boxes with canned goods, fruit
juice, dried milk, rice, and cereal
for delivery to senior citizens
across the state. The Senior Box Program is a national program de-
signed to give low-income seniors a box of food each month. Although
this was a first-time effort for Rotary, those who came quickly learned the
knack of the assembly line from other volunteers who help regu-

larly. The whole group cheered when they realized that they had com-
pleted the job in record time.

This project was initiated by Sioux Falls Rotary South, the newest club in
District 5610, a group that is committed to performing com-
munity service on a regular basis.

Matt Gassen, Director of Community Food Banks of South
Dakota, spoke at Rotary South in January to explain the work
of the Food Banks and its distribution system that supplies
food pantries and other distribution sites across South Da-
kota. Community Food Banks of South Dakota is an affiliate
of Feeding America, the nat.i
relief organization. Feeding America establishes and devel-
ops partnerships with growers, processors, manufacturers,

retailers, wholesalers, and restaurants to encourage them to R
donate and not dump excess food.

On February 5th the Winner Rotary Club participated in

1
Nl
n

the annual o0Taste of Wi nner 2vent sponsored by the

Winner Area Chamber of CommerceShown above are The Winner Rotary Club welcomed two new
Rotarians Courtney Brozik and Norma OlsorCourtney Paul Harris Fellows on February 4t§hown
and Norma served their famof 0Fo o t3hqWihagakg iy gelehgtedhe occasion are
decorated the area to celebrate the 2009 11B State Brenda Schmidt and Jeff Schranengratula-
Football Championship of the Winner Warriors(Photo tions, Rotarians, and thank you for supporting

courtesy of Dan Bechtold and the Winner Advocate) I the Rotary Foundation(Photo courtesy of Dan

Bechtold and the Winner Advocate)
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Marshall Sunrise

The Marshall Sunrise Rotary Club partnered with
' the Marshall Middle School students and teachers
on a project called Kids Against Hunger. Beginning
in September, the Middle School Students raised

s which included: Middle School rummage sale, ice
¢ | cream social/talent show, snow flake ornament

sales, Valentine greetings and others. On February 10™ 600
students and faculty along with Sunrise club members pack-
aged 93,000 meals. 5"-8" grade students each worked an
hour long session during the event. The kids had a blast
working with the Rotarians on this project. Some of the meals
packaged will go to the local food shelf in Marshall. The rest
will be directed to Haiti for their needs.

Sioux [Falls Downtown

SIOUX FALLS DOWNTOWN ROTARY RESPONSE TO EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS IN HAITI

The Sioux Falls Downtown Rotary is using its financial resources to supply aid for the earthquake victims in Haiti.
Rotary Vice President Mark Mickelsen was already investigating the best way to respond to the disaster when he
found a Sioux Falls organization with a direct tie to Haiti. Retired Sioux Falls physician's assistant, Darrel John-
son founded KIDS AGAINST HUNGER - SIOUX FALLS in 2009. His organization packages and ships highly nu-
tritious, life-saving meals to starving and malnourished children throughout the USA and developing nations. Haiti
is one of the beneficiary nations that KIDS FOR HUNGER has been serving from its Sioux Falls facility.

The Sioux Falls volunteer organization has fed 180,000 children since October, including 18,000 meals sent to
Haiti before that nations current tragedy struck.

Rotary President, Tom McDowell said "Rotary is a worldwide organization. It is events like this gigantic calamity
in another land that helps people set aside cultural differences and realize the responsibility we all share towards
the welfare of our fellow man." The Downtown Rotarian Club has committed $2,000 of its Club's funds for the
relief effort being prepared specifically for Haiti. McDowell said, "Additional funds from our generous Rotary mem-
bers have already pushed that initial donation to $3,000 and | know the final donation amount we collect will be
higher yet."

Darrel Johnson will be an invited guest of the Downtown Rotary Club on Monday January 25, 2010 during its noon
meeting at the Holiday Inn City Centre. The media is encouraged to attend the meeting to obtain compelling infor-
mation about the KIDS AGAINST HUNGER PROGRAM from Darrel Johnson and Rotary's involvement from
President Tom McDowell and Vice President Mark Mickelsen.

For more information contact Mark Mickelsen at 605-977-4873.
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Sioux Falls South

The team in action at Community Food Banks of
South Dakota. Service at the Community Food
Banks of South Dakota

WRITTEN BY KATE CAMPBELL.

Sioux Falls Rotarians, family, and friends gath-
ered on Saturday morning, February 6, at the
local warehouse of Community Food Banks of
South Dakota. Their purpose: filling 1636 boxes
with canned goods, fruit juice, dried milk, rice,
and cereal for delivery to senior citizens across
the state. The Senior Box Program is a national
program designed to give low-income seniors a
box of food each month. Although this was a first
-time effort for Rotary, those who came quickly
learned the knack of the assembly line from
other volunteers who help regularly. The whole
group cheered when they realized that they had
completed the job in record time.

This project was initiated by Sioux Falls Rotary
South, the newest club in District 5610, a group
that is committed to performing community ser-
vice on a regular basis. Matt Gassen, Director of
Community Food Banks of South Dakota, spoke
at Rotary South in

January to explain the work of the Food Banks
and its distribution system that supplies food
pantries and other distribution sites across South
Dakota. Community Food Banks of South Da-
kota is an affiliate of Feeding America, the na-
tionds | argest
tion. Feeding America establishes and develops
partnerships with growers, processors, manufac-
turers, retailers, wholesalers, and restaurants to
encourage them to donate and not dump excess
food.

charitab
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Wagner

Wagner Club Does Matching Grant The Hard Way

First of all, what will this matching grant project accomplish? An
entire village of 10,000 will have clean drinking water, and a num-
ber of school children will no longer sit on the ground. Women and
girls, who now spend the day carrying water over long distances,
can now raise food-producing gardens or go to school. Indirectly,
this spells food and literacy.

During the Rotary year 2008-2009, the Wagner, SD Rotary Club
submitted a matching grant application for an African water distri-
bution system to The Rotary Foundation. Lome-Zenith of Togo
Africa was Wagnerés partner
times, grant money was exhausted by the time submission was
made, and Wagner would have to resubmit in 2009-2010.

cl

Al t hough Wagnerds new applicat
August, it was once again too late even though the usual applica-
tion deadline is April 1%, PDG Roger Wiltz, the grant writer, admits
he should have had the new application in the mail on July 1%
However, the grant was approved by TRF and given the number
71544. TRF encouraged the Wagner club to find the funding that
would have come from TRF, and again resubmit the project.

The original total project cost was $30,242. This would have pro-
vided the water system plus 13
TRF6s match would have provide
Wagner club contributed $4100, Ron Gates, Jr. of the Mitchell club
gave $5000, and Dist. 5610 gave $5000 in DDF funds. Arizona
club giving included the Sierra Vista Club $1100, the Rio Rico Club
$1000, the Ft. Yuma Club $1000, and the Sierra Vista Sunrise Club
$100. The Gavere Belgium Club also gave $1000.

Now with a need for the lost TRF $11,742, the Wagner grant writ-
ers went back to work. It was time to submit the new application
fiProject Funding with No TRF M
District Designated Funds (DDF) provided most of the new money.
D5730 provided $3000 in DDF, and D5500 provided $3100 in DDF.
Cash contributions came from Arizona clubs Sierra Vista $450,
Kearny $400, Coolidge $100, and Florence $50. The project
amount was also trimmed to $25,600 from the original $30,242 by
cutting the number of school benches.

*The Arizona monies came through the effort of D5500 Rotarian
Ernie Montagne, a dedicated force behind water projects in poverty
stricken Africa, and a friend
project wouldndét have happened
waters would have been lost.

e *hRih&@ eRro greg | Wef t B r gtame zpar-i mar y
lot. First, he learned how to put together a matching grant. Sec-
ond, he has learned from Ernie how to round up funding. He is
certain that D5610 clubs would have happily contributed had they
been asked. Roger also feels he knows districts who would have
given DDF funds had they been asked. The money is how in
TRFés project #71544 account,
of the Lome-Zenith Club of Togo.
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Hello all: -
Thanks for your quick responses. | am glad to know for sure that the scholar-
ship is being offered and it sounds like you are doing an excellent job of pro-
moting it. Even since | emailed you a few days ago, | have received correspon-
dence from additional USD students who intend to apply. | have advised those
who have contacted me to contact Susan Hackemer directly.

Ambassacderial Scholar

I am enjoying my time here and am excited for the academics to begin next
week. | am learning that traveling allows us to better understand ourselves and
become more understanding, too, of people from different backgrounds.

As far as an article, something like this may be appropriate:

Holding koalas, playing in a Rotary Bowls Competition, and volunteering at the
local nursing home have kept our outbound Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar busy during her first two weeks in Australia.

Jane Gullickson, who is studying Public Health Leadership in Lismore, Australia as a Scholar from D5610, is excited for
classes to begin next week. Jane will be in Australia through November and will be volunteering and securing a public-health
related internship during her time away. She is adjusting to the summer Australian heat, learning about aboriginals, and gain-
ing a broader understanding of the local healthcare system.

Jane says she was blessed with an awesome incoming Rotarian Counselor, Norman Robinson, who is carrying out Rotary
Fellowship wonderfully. Norman has been a Rotarian for 49 years and is a Charter Member of Rotary Lismore West in Lis-
more. In true Rotary spirit, Norman and his wife transported Jane to college, secured housewares, and is assisting her in
securing Rotary engagements. Rotarians here have asked so many questions about South Dakota!

Follow Jane's adventure at http://janequllickson.blogspot.com.

Feel free to edit as necessary. Attached are two photos: one of Norm
and me during my first shopping trip and also a photo of me with Nor-

Water for Life IV Update

On March 25, Mission Honduras Le Mars, a partner in Water for Life IV will be sending 20 students and 9
adult chaperones to Honduras on a mission trip. The students come from 4 high schools: Gehlen Catholic (Le
Mars, IA), Bishop Heelan Catholic (Sioux City, 1A), Le Mars Community Public School (Le Mars, 1A) , and St.
Thomas More (Rapid City, SD).

While in Honduras, the students will be working with the villagers of La Florida to complete the first of five
water projects funded by various clubs from District 5610. Clubs involved in making this water projects possible
include Le Mars, Huron, Brookings, Luverne, Rapid City Rushmore, and Sibley. In addition, the project includes
funds from international partner, the Tegucigalpa (Honduras) Rotary Club. Matching funds from District 5610 and
The International Rotary Foundation will provide more than $35,000 to bring water to the five villages.

Rotarians are invited to join in the send off for the student trip on March 25 at 2:00 p.m. in the Gehlen Catholic
School gymnasium located at 709 Plymouth St. NE Le Mars, IA.

We wish the missionaries safe travel and our thanks for their work to make this project come to fruition.

For more information, contact Le Mars Rotarian Lorie Nussbuam @ 712-546-4181 (work), 712-546-6290
(home) or |_nussbaum@gehlencatholic.com


http://janegullickson.blogspot.com/
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Rotary Friendship Exchange Goals: The primary goal of a Friendship Exchange is to build greater interna-
il tional understanding and goodwill among Rotarians and their families. In ad-

‘ dition, exchange participants who are committed to going, and are willing to
\ ‘ be team members will:
/ A learn how their vocations a a
Y 4 I

A observe new customs and cu
A promote an appreciation of

Funding: Rotarians and their partners are responsible for their own expenses including airfare, hotel, meals, and
incidental expenses. Occasionally, expenses for even
provisions are anticipated (an estimate will be given prior to exchange).

However, lodging, home meals and local transportation will be provided by hosts. In return, when their District
sends a team to our District, our Rotarians will host them.

An application must be submitted with a $50/person deposit check (non-refundable if accepted to team or alter-
nate). These funds help to defray costs for name tags and gifts to hosts and clubs etc.

If we find a good arrangement, team members will participate in group purchase of airline tickets and travel as a
team. It is best to arrive together as a team. Exceptions may consider arrival and departure times, and unavoidable
travel interruptions such as weather, etc. It is advised to have emergency assistance and medical insurance or be
self-insured. Air miles and personal discounts can be used when arranging airline tickets.

Gifts: Itis essential that team members each bring a gift to their host families. The type of gift is generally decided
by the team going to a specific District. It is also necessary to bring club banners for exchanging at Rotary meet-
ings.

The District committee will arrange for name badges, cards, State pins, District and State flags, etc. for the team
to hand out during their visit.

Duties of a team member: Be committed to go. Lead time is many months out to allow time to plan presentations,
arrange hostings, and travel plan. Be of good health to permit travel. Willing to be a team member. Will have current
passports and visa (if required). Visa assistance will be provided on specific Exchange. Will attend team planning
meetings prior to departure. Will serve as a good Rotary ambassador from our District, and be involved in the host-
ing and activities of the visiting RFE District team.

Luggage: A RFE team will be constantly moving for the duration of the trip, so it is important to travel with a mini-
mum of clothing and luggage. Many foreign vehicles are small so this also necessitates a minimum of luggage. Cli-
mate and dress conditions will be ascertained before departure.

Presentations: Team members will participate in presentations about our District to the host clubs. Team members
will do a presentation to own club upon return, and be willing to do presentations to other clubs or at District events.
A Powerpoint or AV will be prepared and presented by the participating members, and includes a description of the
District, and team membersd backgrounds.

Additional information and specific arrangements for Exchanges may arise separately.
Contacts: John Kittelson, kittelson@prodigy.net, Linda Peterson Linda@clarkprinting.com

Building Cultural Awareness:  Tips for Rotarians planning an exchange

Understanding culture

Culture is complex. At times, the underlying social values, assumptions, and behaviors associated with a culture
can be difficult to understand from an outside perspective. Exchanges provide many opportunities to explore new
cultures and see your own culture through the eyes of others. Some features of culture, like language, dress, music,
and food, will be i mmediately visible, while other f
and time, may be subtle. Consider these questions:

9 What elements define your culture?
' How do these elements influence the way you think and behave?
9 How do others view your culture?

ctice

eatur



I How does culture shape the way people see the world, themselves, and others?
1 How do cultural attitudes influence the visible aspects of a culture?
T Why might it be possible to misunderstand someone from another culture?

f How can you learn to see something from another cu
Why is it important to understand culture?

Understanding a culture takes time and patience. In preparation for your exchange, try:
f Consulting travel guidebooks or videos that give a

Learning some of the language of the host country

Though Rotarians share many core values, they are culturally diverse. As you prepare to interact with your ex-
change partners, resist the urge to automatically interpret their words, gestures, values, and other aspects of be-
havior according to the standards of your culture. R
your culture, your behavior may not make sense in his or her culture either. Attempting to understand the cultural
background of your exchange partners will enable you to put cultural differences into context, understand your own
culture on a more profound level, and make for a more enriching exchange experience. As you familiarize yourself
with the language, customs, and beliefs of your exchange partners, you will improve your ability to function, interact,
and communicate within a new cultural context.

During your exchange you will have a unique opportunity to forge lasting international friendships. Take full ad-
vantage of this opportunity by asking questions, communicating effectively, and actively participating in your ex-
change. Engaging other participants in an open dialogue is the best way to understand another culture.

Understanding culture shock

Culture shock describes the feelings of anxiety, disorientation, and confusion that people may experience when
they are immersed in a new cultural environment. A person suffering from culture shock will often seek out environ-
ments that are familiar and may exhibit hostility, irritability, and anxiety. Culture shock can occur when visiting a new
country or after you return home, and varies from person to person.

To minimize the effects of culture shock:

Familiarize yourself as much as possible with the host culture
Actively participate in exchange activities

Rely on your exchange team for support

Share your experiences with others

Participate in group follow-up meetings after an exchange
Be open-minded and flexible

Always keep in mind the greater purpose of your exchange. If you strive to be respectful and friendly, you will
come away from your exchange experience having made new and lasting friendships. Ask past exchange partici-
pants about their experience, and they will probably tell you that a little temporary cultural anxiety was well worth
the reward of new friendships made.

= =4 =4 -4

Participant Application: District 5610 Exchange with District 5740
Due Date: March 31, 2010

District 5610 has agreed to hold a Rotary Friendship Exchange with a delegation from District 5740 in Brazil. Bra-
zilds team will visit our District in August, and ou

The Rotary Friendship Exchange (RFE) is a program to foster international fellowship among Rotarians. The pur-
pose of this document is to solicit applications from Rotarians who would like to host and/or travel as part of this
exchange program.

A $50 per person deposit is required with this application if you are applying to travel. (non-refundable if accepted
for out-going RFE) Make checks payable to Rotary District 5610. Mail or email this application to:
John Kittelson kittelson@prodigy.net 3201 West 33rd Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57105 605 -334-3345
Linda Peterson Linda@clarkprinting.com 11585 Nemo Road, Rapid City, SD 57702 605-341-5006
For additional information, contact the above listed co-chairs. Read the Rl handbook at http://www.rotary.ora/
Rldocuments/en pdf/rfe_handbook en.pdf

Application and Information at www.rotary5610.org

f Speaking to people who are natives of your exchangle
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http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/rfe_handbook_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/rfe_handbook_en.pdf
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District 5610 will be hosting Rotary International President-elect Ray Klinginsmith at a multi-club meeting in Ver-
million, SD on Tuesday evening April 13. A social will begin at 5 p.m. with dinner to follow at 6 p.m. The social
and dinner will be in the Muenster University Center located on the campus of the University of South Da-

kota. The location of the University Center on campus can be viewed at www.usd.edu/about-usd/campus-
map.cfmhe. If you look at the center of the map, you will see the Muenster University Center. To reserve your
ticket, just mail $20 for each person attending to DG Roger Kozak, 928 Ridgecrest Drive, Vermillion, SD

57069. Tickets will be mailed to attendees after March 16, 2010.

ROTARY DISTRICT 5610

Do not miss this historic event.

April 13, 2010

District 5610 will be hosting Rotary International Presidefect

Ray Klinginsmith at a multiub meeting in Vermillion, SD on Tuesday
evening,April 13. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. and include

dinner. Special guests will include PE Ray Klinginsmith and his wife
Judie and Rotary Coordinator for PE Ray, Duane Sterling and his wife

)

The first 250 to resond will be part of this

historic event for District 5610.
FOR TICKET INFORMATI ON PLEASE CONTACT:

Roger L. Kozak Phone: 605243540
District Governor Mobile: 605677-9030

28 Ri Dri E-mail: roger.kozak@usd.edu ..
928 Ridgecrest Drive 9 The future of Rotary is in

your hands.



http://www.usd.edu/about-usd/campus-map.cfmhe
http://www.usd.edu/about-usd/campus-map.cfmhe
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Leadership Training Agenda

THURSDAY i APRIL 22, 2009

District Leadership Meeting 2:00 7 5:00 p.m.

8 a.m.
FOR:Of fi cers of the District
tant Governors and Committee Chairs 9am
2p.m. - Leadership Meetinddowe Room ) o
3:30 --  Break
5p.m. -- Wrap-up As Needed
6 p.m. -- Dinner

FRIDAY 1 APRIL 23, 2009

8:30- a.m. 811:30 -- Assistant Governor Training
District Officers, AGs, PDGs, new AGs and Commit-
tee Chairso led by Olson, assisted by Crow¢Howe

Room)

11:30 a.m. & 1:00 -- Registration (Open to ALL club
officers, especially directed to Presidegiects, secre-

taries, treasurers, foundation chairs and youth ex- 10:45
change chair®resident -elects are required to
attend.
1 p.m. District Leadership Session
(Wheeler Room)
Opening Remarks, Introductions &
Presentation of Rl 2011ThemBert .
Olson 11:30
Training OverviewBrad Bonner
1:45 Roles & Responsibilities +
Goal-Setting Talee Crowe
2:45 Break
3:00 Working with Club and
District Leaders
DG Roger Kozak and Susan Hughes
12:30
4:00 Club Leadership and Administration
Ed Jacobson
5-6 p.m. Foundation
Talee Crowe and Scott Hiller 2 o.m
6:30 Social and District Raffle Winners p-m-
7:30 Dinner -Keynote Talee Crowe

9 p.m. Hospitality Suite [ Room 130]
(Ask all of those questions oren one!)

SATURDAY i APRIL 24, 2009

Breakfast Roundtable
,  (GhasslanddHowe goomd) G0J s

Membership - Talee Crowe and Dick
Nolte (Wheeler Room)

Panel Discussions:

10 a.m. Youth Exchang®am Merchant

group Study Exchangehris Paustian
Public RelationtMarsha Whetham
Annual GivingRoger Wilt
FellowshipsSue Holloway

Service ProjectShelli Masek
RotoractCarolyn Fassi & Melanie Jeppeson

International Conferencdammy McKillip
Rotary SouthJeff Gordon

Friendship Exchangl®whn Kittelson and
Linda Peterson

Polio PlusWillis Sutliff

Scholarship®at Sutliff and Roger Lorenz

District ConferenceBert Olson

President ideaRoger Kozak

Breakout Sessions -Ask questions and
share ideas

Large ClubgWheeler Room}Jim Mollison

~and Roger Kozak facilitators
Medium ClubgGlass Room).oren Boyens

and Bert Olson facilitators
Small ClubgHowe Room}Nancy Moose

and Brad Bonner facilitators

Lunch d Remarks from Youth Exchange
Students and Keynote by

Ambassadorial Scholar Kate Davis

(Glass and Howe Room)

Closing Session (Glass and Howe Room)
Presentation of President Elects
Presentation of Assistant Governors

Final Remarks




Iconic landmarks around the world were illuminated with the End Polio

Now message the week of 23 February in honor of Rotary's 105th anniver-

sary. Landmarks lit up included the Pyramid of Khafre in Egypt; the Taipei

Arena in Taiwan; the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia,

Spain; the Ol d Port Captainés Offi

the Obelisk of Buenos Aires, Argentina; and the Royal Palace at Caserta
in Italy.
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