
 should plan now to di-
rect attention toward the 
Second Object of Ro-
tary to encourage and 
foster: 
 

High ethical standards 
in business and 
professions; 

The recognition of the 
worthiness of all 
useful occupations; 
and 

The dignifying by each 
Rotarian of their 
occupation as an 
opportunity to 
serve society. 

 
Take time this month to 
reflect upon, celebrate 
and plan programs and 
projects related to Vo-
cational Service with a 
special emphasis on 
ethics.  Being a Rotar-
ian offers us so many 
opportunities to serve 
and make a difference 
in this world and Voca-
tional Service Month 
gives us the opportunity 
to demonstrate how our 
individual profession is 
working in the commu-
nity to make a differ-
ence. 
 
Enjoy a wonderful  
October. 
 
DG Roger   

One-fourth of the 2009-
2010 Rotary year has 
come and gone.  It has 
gone quickly for Pat and 
me as we have visited 
37 of the 42 clubs in the 
district.  I say 42 be-
cause we now have the 
new club (Sioux Falls 
South) actively seeking 
their formal charter ï an 
event we look forward 
to celebrating later this 
year.  I had the pleasure 
of visiting with the char-
ter members this month 
and I can assure you 
they are a group that is 
goal directed and full of 
enthusiasm for Rotary.  
I expect to hear much 
more from them in the 
years to come. 
 
Since we are marking 
the end of the first quar-
ter on the calendar, are 
we a quarter of the way 
towards meeting our 
individual and club 
goals?  This may be a 
good time to check on 
our progress to be sure 
we are tracking in a 
fashion that will allow us 
to have a truly success-
ful Rotary year.  Are we 
going to meet our club 
goals, will we complete 
all the community and 
international projects we 
have set out to accom-

plish this year, and will 
we meet our Rotary 
Foundation objectives 
and goals for this year?  
If we are not off and run-
ning and working to-
wards our goals, now 
would be a good time to 
get started. 
 
This month, October, is 
Rotary Vocational Ser-
vice Month.  During the 
early years of Rotary, 
Vocational Service was a 
very important part of the 
individual clubs.  In fact, 
only one Rotarian from 
each ñclassificationò or 
vocation was allowed to 
join each club.  This 
practice has changed 
over the years and most 
clubs are representative 
of professions and their 
specialties.  We have 
expanded membership 
by having more than one 
lawyer, banker, or 
teacher.  We still have 
ñclassificationsò but we 
look at our classification 
more broadly and allow 
more people to be part of 
our individual clubs.  We 
can now have an Eco-
nomics Professor or an 
English Professor, a Trial 
Lawyer or a Corporate 
Lawyer, etc.  With Octo-
ber being Rotary Voca-
tional Service Month, we 
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The Le Mars Rotary Club recently received 
the wonderful news that The Rotary Foun-
dation has awarded the grant to complete 
Water for Life IV! The project will bring wa-
ter to residents in five villages in Honduras. 
The grant is a collaborative project involv-
ing not only the Le Mars Rotary Club, but 
also the Rotary Clubs of Sibley, IA, 
Luverne, MN, Brookings, Huron, and Rapid 
City Rushmore, SD and Nueva Teguci-
galpa Rotario, Honduras. The contributions 
from each of these plus the generous Dis-
trict 5610 Matching Grant of $10,000 will 
be supplemented by $15,000 from Rotary 
International. In addition, Mission Honduras 
Le Mars, a not-for profit organization dedi-
cated to assisting the poor of Honduras, 
will work with Rotarians to assure the suc-
cessful completion of the five projects. 
  

Water for Life IV is the fourth water project 
of the Le Mars Rotary Club, all of which 
have been funded in part by District Match-
ing Grants and the third funded by Rotary 
International.  

 
 
 
 
 

Canby Club is embarking on an international project in 
conjunction with the Santiago, Rincon Largo Club number 
21283.  The project helps a local Canby doctor's mother's 
dream come true of starting up a school for La Victoria, 
Inc.  It is a non profit organization that works in Montecristi, 
Dominican Republic in a sector called Buenos Aires.  The 
mission serves other sectors like San Pedro and Buena 
vista. 
  

There is a very high rate of illiteracy and poor access to 
schools in these Dominican Republic Sectors.  It has been 
Dr. Aybar's mother's lifelong dream to start up a school, 
and we are privileged to be in a position to help.   We wel-
come fund raising ideas from other clubs, please e-mail 
the Canby club president, Kari at:  kari@swiscanby.com.    

 
 
 
 

 
Sioux Falls Rotary West decided to have a membership drive.  Our goal is to add 20 new mem-
bers by the end of 2009.   
  

Reason:  Rotary is a blessing in the lives of anyone who is a part of it and that creates a responsi-
bility to share that with friends and colleagues.  Larger than our group - Rotary is a blessing to the 
world as a whole.  Rotary gives us a tangible, immediate opportunity to make the world a better 
place.  Therefore, we are trying to pull them in!! 
  

Contest:  We decided to have some fun with this.  We are having your classic "boys against girls" 
event.  But you need to have an understanding of the playing field.  We have about twice as many 
men than women in our club.  SO, the women are really lying down the  gauntlet.  How could the 
women POSSIBLY win when there are so many more men and won't that be EMBARRASSING if 
they do!!  Well, It's tied right now -- We have 4 new members but plenty visiting each week so 
more are in the pipeline. 
  

We are having a great time!! 

mailto:kari@swiscanby.com
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The South Dakota National Guard was teamed with Suri-
name in a US State Department assignment in 2007. 
Since then, two Rotary clubs in Rapid City have planned a 
joint exchange with the three Suriname Rotary clubs. Our 
first personal contact was made in February, 2009 when a 
10-member delegation of Rapid City and Rushmore Club 
Rotarians were hosted by Rotarians from 3 clubs in Para-
maribo, Suriname, South America. We were home-hosted 
and treated to marvelous foods, tours and cross-cultural 
exchanges. We attended two Rotary club meetings, and 
were presented with 3 projects to consider as international 
Rotary projects. 
 
Upon return, a committee comprised of both Rapid City 
Clubs met and agreed to raise funds to complete one pro-
ject, the Suriname School Latrine Block Project, pro-
posed by Rotary Club Paramaribo Residence members. A 
pilot project has been created to provide free-standing 
bathrooms structures at elementary schools. The goal is to 
install at all 330 schools in Suriname, of which 35% are in 
Paramaribo city area. These structures are fully designed 
and built with fixtures, gate, water pump, and septic sys-
tem included. A maintenance plan must be submitted and 
approved by each school, with a signed contract and an 
educational policy for use by the children, before the facil-
ity is built. Each facility costs approximately US$27,000-
41,000, and can be done one at a time. The Benedictus 
school, an elementary school in Suriname with approxi-
mately 100 pupils, was selected and a TRF matching 
grant was submitted. At this time RI has not funded the 
project, so continuing efforts are being made to raise 
funds for this project. 
 
A committee composed of Blaise Emerson, Linda Peter-
son, Ben Watson, with Rotary Club Rapid City; and Bruce 
Nearhood, Cindy Bailie, Mike and Georgia OôConnor, Ro-
tary Club Rushmore, and Tracy Settle and Mitch Natchti-
gal, SDNG met and discussed the return invitation to host 
Suriname Rotarians in our homes in Rapid City in Septem-
ber. We hosted 11 individuals, with a full schedule of ac-
tivities from Saturday, Sept 5 to Friday, September 11. 
The first evening we welcomed them with a potluck at Sto-
rybook Island. Then toured the Black Hills several days, 
attended both club meetings, and sent them off with a 
cocktail party. We presented a Storybook Island project to 
them also, hoping for support.  
 
This exchange will continue to grow and involve more Ro-
tarians as it evolves. Anyone wishing to join the future ex-
changes, please contact Blaise Emerson or for donating to 
the project, call Linda Peterson. 

Dozens of  
Rotarians  
meet and greet  
our Suriname  
visitors  at  
Storybook Island  

Dinners with hosts  
and visitors were  
enjoyed. 

The Suriname group  
toured Mt. Rushmore  
with a Park Ranger  
adding deep  
historical information. 

The farewell  
social was a  
great success.  
We all enjoyed  
the exchange  
tremendously. 


