
 
Perhaps your club is 
already involved with 
young people in 
some way-take 
some time to think 
about how we might 
apply the Four Way 
Test  with young 
people and non Ro-
tarians in our com-
munities. 
 
Many clubs in our 
District have their 
own website.  Rotary 
is sponsoring two 
webinars in October 
on Developing a 
Club Website-further 
information is listed 
at www.Rotary.org.   
The seminars are 
one hour  and 
scheduled October 
13 at 10 a.m. and 
October 20 at 6 p.m. 
If your club already 
has a website, you 
can submit your 
website address to 
the panelists who 
may offer tips and 
suggestions about 
improving your cur-
rent website. 

Building 

Communities- 

Bridging  

Continents 

 
 
Dear Fellow Rotarians: 

 
October is  
Vocational Service 
Month-what does 
that mean to you? 
 
To me, it means ap-
plying the Four Way 
Test in my daily busi-
ness and personal 
activities.  It also 
means sharing those 
values with others in 
a positive way.  Ro-
tary is a wonderful 
role model for ethics 
in our vocation what-
ever that happens to 
be.  It also provides 
wonderful opportuni-
ties to share these 
with young people in 
our lives-children, 
grandchildren or 
young people in our 
communities through 
our Rotary activities. 

 
Finally, October 24 is 
World Polio Day.  To 
honor this special 
day, the Rotary 
Foundation is en-
couraging online 
contributions to Polio 
Plus from October 18
-24.  Contributions 
will receive 2 for 1 
recognition points 
made during this 
time-so if you want to 
become a Paul Har-
ris Fellow, an online 
contribution of $500 
will make this possi-
ble. 
 
Please go to 
www.rotary.org/
contribute to make 
your online contribu-
tions.  Please join me 
in contributing online 
to Polio Plus in honor 
of World Polio Day.  
Together we will end 
polio! 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
 
Bert Olson 
District Governor 

District Governorõs Message 
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Area 5 of District 5610Area 5 of District 5610 ï AG Ted Rowe  
 Weather is a frequent topic of discussion this fall.  Crops were looking pretty good with the exception of 

some hail damaged areas between Minneota and Canby.  Then from about the middle of Sep-
tember to now, we have had more than our share of rain with minor flooding of the rivers and 
many flooded fields.  Flooding in the fields can have adverse affects on the yet-to-be har-
vested beans and corn.  Fortunately we are now in a drying-out time so we have our fingers 
crossed. 
 Area 5 is fairly compact with a distance of only about thirty miles between Marshall 
(with two clubs, Noon and Sunrise) and Canby with Minneota half-way between Marshall and 
Canby.  This allows members easy access to makeups for those who are maintaining perfect 
attendance records. 
 The Canby club recently honored their perfect attendance members with special no-
tice of Jul DeWit who now has 51 years of perfect attendance.  Jul was honored at the time of 
District Governor Olsonôs visit to the club 

 DG Olson had earlier visited the Marshall Sunrise Club and was able to help initiate 
Linda Grong shown with her sponsor Sunrise President John DeCramer.  The Marshall Sunrise 
Club has increased its membership by 24% since July 1, from 25 to 31 current members.  The 
Canby Club, Marshall Noon Club and Minneota Club also have been working to increase their 
membership.  The Minneota Club had a big spurt in membership last year. 
 Each club in Area 5 has at least two fundraisers.  Currently the Canby Club is conduct-
ing a raffle.  Marshall Noon, Marshall Sunrise, and Minneota cooperate together for a Rotary 
Rose Sale with distribution the last Friday in October.  The Marshall Noon Club also conducts a 
raffle and the Marshall Sunrise Club has a Pancake Breakfast feed.  All four of the area clubs 
also raise money through ñfinesò or ñtriviaò at their weekly meetings. 

 Canby, Marshall Noon, and Minneota each honor high school students throughout the school year with the stu-
dents being introduced, followed by the students telling about themselves as well as some of the work of Rotary.  The 
Clubs also support scholarship programs in their towns. 
 The Canby and Minneota Clubs have shown steady increases in per capita giving to the annual programs of The 
Rotary Foundation.  All four of the clubs have been very close to or greater than $100 per member annual giving with 
Marshall Sunrise achieving 3

rd
 place in the District 5610 with $138.46 per capita giving.  Marshall Noon and Marshall 

Sunrise were also recognized as outstanding contributors over the past three years to the Polio Plus Challenge with gifts 
of $2000 and $3200, respectively. 
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Number 9:  
Find the Four Fôs - food, fun, fellowship and focus (on projects) in the House of Friendship ! 

 
Isnôt it fun to be on a plane and notice someone wearing a Rotary pin?  Or to walk into a store in a dif-
ferent city and to find the store owner wearing a Rotary pin?  That instant connection often leads to an 
enjoyable exchange of stories about our Rotary clubs and Rotary experiences. 
 
Now imagine walking into the House of Friendship at a Rotary convention where everyone is wearing 
that Rotary pin!  That means there are unlimited opportunities for conversations that could lead just 
about anywhere:  Perhaps your clubs have common interests and can join together for a matching 
grant.  Maybe you can share some great fundraising ideas.    Maybe that personôs daughter lives in 
your town and is interested in joining Rotary.   Or you decide to do a Friendship Exchange with that 
personôs district so you can explore each othersô countries while being hosted by fellow Rotarians.  Just 
about anything can happen!   In fact, you might just meet your ñnew best friend!ò 
 
Booths abound in the House of Friendship describing all kinds of exciting Rotary projects going on 
around the world.  Many Rotary International Fellowships also have booths promoting the opportunity 
to join like minded Rotarians ï like the RV Fellowship or the Golf or Sailing Fellowships.  Vendors offer 
their wares ï you can find just about anything you want with a Rotary emblem on it!  But you can also 
find golf putters, jewelry and leather jackets. 
 
You can relax over a meal with new friends while enjoying local entertainment on the House of Friend-
ship stage.  Itôs also a gathering and meeting place for the Rotarians from your own district.  And great 
photo opportunities are everywhere, especially when you see fellow Rotarians from 150 countries wan-
dering in the House of Friendship in their native dress! 
 
The House of Friendship is like an exciting bazaar and can initially feel overwhelming.  But itôs the 
quiet, personal contact with a new Rotary friend that youôll remember most when you go home.  Be-
cause when you connect with a fellow Rotarian from around the world over a meal or a cup of coffee, 
the world gets a whole lot smaller!  And isnôt that what Rotary is all about? 
 
Food, fun, fellowship and focus.  Find it all in the House of Friendship in New Orleans!  To register, go 
to http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/ridefault.aspx.  For questions, contact:  
Tammy McKillip at (605) 321-8158 Mobile, (605) 428-3473, or tnttparis@juno.com. 

Top 10 Reasons To Go to the  
Rotary International Convention  
in New Orleans, May 21 -25, 2011 

The Ernest N. Morial Convention Center is the site of the 

2011 RI Convention, including all plenary and breakout 

sessions and the House of Friendship. It is an easy walk 

from many downtown hotels, a quick ride on the River-

front Streetcar to the historic French Market, and will 

be  the site of the Sounds of the South Concert . The 

center is also steps from Riverwalk Marketplace, a 

unique collection of 140 shops and eateries.  

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/SpecialEvents.aspx#host#host
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District 5610 Rotary is pleased to announce members of the Group Study Exchange team that will travel to Uttar 
Pradesh in northern India in January 2011.  These individuals, selected from applicants from across the region, repre-
sent four South Dakota communities. 
 
The Group Study Exchange program is a unique cultural and vocational exchange opportunity for businesspeople and 
professionals who are in the early stages of their careers. The team will experience the culture and institutions in north-
ern India, observe how their vocations are practiced in that country, develop personal and professional relationships and 
exchange ideas. The exchange to Uttar Pradesh, Rotary District 3120, is scheduled from January 4 to February 3, 2011. 

Amanda Kille, Lead, is 
senior graphic designer for 
TDG Communications, Inc. 
in Deadwood.  Amanda 
graduated from Black Hills 
State University with ma-
jors in mass communica-
tions and commercial art. 

Jennifer Abels of Sioux Falls works as a 
SALSA (Service and Learn Student Asso-
ciation) Coordinator and database spe-
cialist at the HELP! Line Center.  She re-
ceived a BA in Social Work from Mar-
quette University and a Masters in Coun-
seling from Adams State College, CO. 

Jason Lambert, Rapid City, is a 
civil engineer specializing in 
watershed modeling.  An em-
ployee of RESPEC since 2007, 
Jason is a graduate of the 
South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology. 

Tom Lehmkuhl, Pierre, is an environ-
mental engineer employed by the South 
Dakota Department of Transportation.  
Tom is a graduate of South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology.  In addi-
tion to his work for the State of South Da-
kota, he teaches martial arts. 

The team will be lead by 
Rotarian David Stevens of 
Mitchell, SD.  Dave is Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
Mitchell United Way and 
has been active in Rotary 
and a variety of other com-
munity activities in both 
Mitchell and Sioux Falls. 

Laura Shattuck, Assistant to the Pen-
nington County Public Defender in 
Rapid City, SD, and Marc Mebius, 
owner of Warnerôs Nursery in Mitchell, 
SD, have agreed to serve as alternates 
should one of the team members be 
unable to go on the exchange. 

No Picture 
Available 

The Rotary 2010 Zone Institute was 
attended by large contingent from 
South Dakota.  It was an incredible 
experience by all who attended. 
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An Ambassadorial Scholarship is a grant of $26,000 to study abroad for one year.  The student has a 
Rotary counselor from the club she/ he represents and has a Rotary counselor in the country where  he/
she goes to study.  During the year they are abroad the student is expected to do a service project in the 
community where they are studying. When applying each student must go through a local Rotary Club, 
who interviews them and helps with the application process. 
 
This year the district  Ambassadorial Scholarship Committee, consisting of  Sandra Christenson, Dave 
Lorenz, Darrell Sawyer and Pat Sutliff, had the privilege of interviewing four potential candidates for the 
Ambassadorial Scholarship that District 5610 will fund for the school year of 2011-12.  We were all de-
lighted with the quality of the students who represented many areas of our district. 
 
Unfortunately we could not nominate all of them but we have forwarded an application to Rotary Interna-
tional who will  notify the selected student in December of 2010.  This year we had twice as many appli-
cants as the last time we did this and we hope this trend will continue as we have many capable and 
deserving students in our district. 

Good News. The number of new cases of polio occurring for the year to date in 2009 has fallen from 
1020 to 663 in 2010. 
 
The progress has been so significant that President Elect Kaylan Banergee has predicted that polio will 
be eliminated from India by the International Convention in May 2011. He is also optimistic that it will be 
eliminated from the world by the time his term is completed. India has dropped from 312 cases in 2009 
to 36 cases in 2010 for the year to date. Nigeria has also seen a drop from 376 to only 7 in the same 
time span. 
 
However until eliminated, polio is still only a plane ride away, as has been proven in Tajikistan where a 
majority of the world's cases are now occurring. This outbreak came from India likely by plane travel of a 
case. It is still requiring tremendous resources for surveillance, moving teams to encircle the epidemics 
and giving vaccine when it gets to previously polio free areas. Huge numbers of volunteers and person-
nel are still required. We still need every club and every member to contribute to this wonderful but ex-
pensive job. Our records show that many clubs and members have contributed but a minority (13 clubs) 
have given nothing. This is such an important world changing effort that I can not understand how any 
Rotarian could not contribute. To help, go to www.rotary.org/endpolio. We need $20 per member per 
year for the three years ending in December 2010. 
 
Willis Sutliff MD, Chair Polio Plus 

Vocational Service, one of Rotaryõs Avenues of Service, encour-

ages Rotarians to serve others through their professions and to 

practice high ethical standards. Rotarians, as business leaders, 

share skills and expertise through their vocations and inspire others 

in the process. Observed each October, Vocational Service Month 

spotlights Rotary club projects related to this avenue, offering an 

opportunity for clubs and districts to use their professional skills in 

service projects.  

http://www.rotary.org/endpolio
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Bert gave such a captivating pres-
entation to the Gettysburg Rotary 
club that they captured him after 
the meeting.  Fortunately, the club 
secretary put up his bail.   
  

Disclaimer:  This statement may 
not meet the letter of the four-way 
test. 

Rotarians from Rotary South re-stained the hallway molding at the 
Washington Pavilion on Saturday, September 24.  Participating in 
Volunteer Sioux Falls!, the group worked showed off diverse skills 
and big smiles. 

Once Upon a Festival was started in 2009 by the Leadership Rapid City Class of 2008.  The 2-Day fall festival at Rapid 
Citys Storybook Island was created as a significant fundraiser, park attraction and as a safe and fun event for young chil-
dren.  The theme of Pirates and Princesses creates a Fantasy land with Pirates and Princesses and a Dragon Train 
roaming the park grounds.  Net proceeds are about $15,000. In 2010 over 4500 people attended the festival, which re-
quired over 100 volunteers including many Rapid City and Rushmore Rotarians.  Storybook Island was created in 1959 
by Rapid City Rotary and continues to be the major project for the Rotary club.  Over 225,000 visitors come through the 
gates every year and through events like Once Upon a Festival Rapid City Rotarians have been able to keep the park 
free of charge for 51 years. 
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The handicap accessible bathrooms at the Mobridge American Legion Baseball Park got off to a slow 
start as a result of spring rains, but it did get completed to be used during the summer sports sea-
son.  The finishing touch was when Dr. Herb McClellan mounted the sign.  The bathrooms were fi-
nanced by a simplified grant from District Rotary and was matched by Mobridge funds.  It is next to the 
bleachers that the Mobridge Rotary and the Mobridge Youth Organization built last year.  Seven Rotari-
ans comprised the work force plus a number of volunteers; the plumbers, after completing the plumbing, 
came back to volunteer in erecting the building.  They said that in their regular work they don't get to 
pound nails and handle a drill.  The bathrooms will  continue to be used this fall for school athletic 
events. 

Rotarian of the Year 
Jane Klug was honored Friday, Aug. 6 as the 2009-10 Rotarian of the Year 
at the Northern Hills Rotary Club's regular meeting. Klug, who is employed 
at Black Hills State University has been a member of the club for a little 
over a year and was recognized by the club for her ongoing efforts to sup-
port the club. Pictured is Klug and 2009 Northern Hills Rotary Club Presi-
dent Jeremy Schultes. The Northern Hills Rotary Club is a service-orientated 
organization. The club meets every Friday at noon at the Holiday Inn in 
Spearfish.  

The classification principle ñ the guideline by which nearly all Rotary membership is determined ñ  

ensures that each clubõs membership represents a cross-section of its communityõs business and pro-

fessional population. Classification and vocational service go hand in hand. Just as a Rotarians rep-

resent their vocation in Rotary, so too do they represent Rotary in their vocations.  Classification talks 

are a great way to promote vocational awareness in your club.  These presentations give members 

the chance to learn the inner workings of jobs other than their own, including the various problems 

that arise and the solutions used to address them. Classification talks may also serve as a starting 

point for initiating club projects that help young people and the unemployed develop marketable 

skills.  Organizing tours of membersõ workplaces is another way to recognize the value of each mem-

berõs vocation. The name Rotary originated with the practice of rotating meeting sites among mem-

bersõ places of business, and that tradition remains an excellent way for Rotarians to share their vo-

cations with their club. Those members who find public speaking difficult might prefer to conduct a 

workplace tour rather than give a classification talk.  If the size of the workplace and the size of your 

club permit, schedule an occasional meeting in a memberõs place of employment. Consider invit-

ing young people to participate as well. Getting firsthand knowledge about various occupations 

may help them make sound career choices. You can also use this opportunity to introduce future 

prospective members to your club.  


