
in the future.  Our Dis-
trict is fortunate to 
have great leaders on 
many committees, but 
there is always room 
for more.  There also 
are some Rotary pro-
grams like RYLA 
(Rotary Youth Leader-
ship Awards) and In-
teract (program de-
signed for middle 
school and high 
school youth) that are 
not currently active in 
our District.  If you 
would like to learn 
more, please contact 
me. 
 
We also are working 
on making some of the 
presentations avail-
able to all clubs-more 
to come on that topic. 
 
Many from our District 
will attend the Zone 
Institute in New Mex-
ico later this month.  
This training is re-
quired for future Dis-
trict Governors, but 
our District is sending 
Marsha Whetham, 
Doug Lind and Susan 
Hughes to increase 
their knowledge about 
Rotary and bring back 

Building 

Communities- 

Bridging  

Continents 
 

Dear Fellow Rotarians: 
 
Wow!  What a District 
Conference!  We had 
outstanding present-
ers, entertainment, fel-
lowship, food and en-
tertainment! 
 
Many thanks to the 
District Conference 
Planning Committee, 
your teamwork and 
talents were evident 
during the conference. 
 
Special thanks to 
President’s Represen-
tative Diane Kessel 
Knight and Phil and 
Kathleen Silvers.  Your 
presentations and ex-
periences were most 
appreciated. 
 
One of the many good 
outcomes of the con-
ference was the num-
ber of Rotarians who 
expressed interest in a 
district leadership role 

new ideas for our Dis-
trict. 
 
September is New 
Generations Month-
think about how your 
club can engage young 
people in your commu-
nity in your Rotary ac-
tivities.  Involve young 
people in one of your 
service projects, or 
sponsor a new service 
project that involves 
youth.  It will be a great 
investment for you, and 
your club. 
 
On October 23, we will 
have a special leader-
ship training session in 
Mitchell led by Greg 
Podd.  If you are learn-
ing about this opportu-
nity for the first time, 
please check with your 
club president, assis-
tant governor or e-mail 
me at 
fboslon@fnbsf.com. 
 
Thanks for your service 
to Rotary! 
 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
 
Bert Olson, 
District Governor 

District Governorõs Message 
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Representative Diane Kessel Knight 

District Trainer Brad Bonner 
District Governor Elect Loren Boyens 
Rafle Co-Chair Marsha Whetham 

Guest Speakers Phil and 
Kathleen Silvers 

President of Rotaract  
Lucas Haan 

Roger Kozak, Dave Johsnon, 
Pat Sutliff and Brad Bonner 

Thank you Ed Jacobsen for taking 
these great pictures 

Award Received for Per Capita Giving to 

the Foundation.  Pictured is:  Roger Kozak, 

Scott Hiller, Shirley Hiller, Dennis P from 
Pierre, Roger Wiltz from Wagner, Verl 
Scheibe from Custer, Tracy Dahl Webb 
from SF West, Frank Finney from Winner, 
Larry Lyngstad from Pierre and Sue Hollo-
way from NBH/Spearfish.   



Volume 10, Issue 3 Top 10 Reasons To Go to the  
Rotary International Convention  
in New Orleans, May 21 -25, 2011 

 
With this newsletter, we begin a series of reasons why you (along with your partner and  
Rotary friends) should go to the Rotary International Convention!  This month’s reason – 
Number 10:  

Because New Orleans needs a collective Rotary HUG ! 
 

We have been reminded that it was five years ago that Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans and 
the levees were breached, killing over 1800 people and rendering thousands more homeless.   
The resulting devastation made parts of New Orleans look like a war zone. 
 
As a city whose economy has always been largely dependent upon tourism, the losses 
caused by Hurricane Katrina were not only of lives and physical structures, but also of the 
city’s economic infrastructure. 
 
One of the reasons why rebuilding progress was so slow was due to the fact that tourism de-
clined sharply and this traditional source of revenue—which includes everything from hotel 
taxes to parking taxes—largely dried up. 
 
The people of New Orleans have been incredibly resilient, even in the face of more tragedy 
caused by the Gulf Oil Spill.  But while there is progress, they are still not ―over the hump.‖   
New Orleans needs your tourist dollars perhaps more than anywhere else in the United 
States. 
 
New Orleanais would rather talk about the future than dwell on the past, but they still need to 
know the rest of the country and world cares about them.  Your visit signals that you’re not 
afraid to look at devastation and that you’re visionary enough to see a hopeful future.  And the 
rebuilding has been moving along. Organizations, like Rotary and Habitat for Humanity are 
making a difference. 
 
You will be able to join one of the specially arranged tours where you will be able to see 
where the levees broke and where Rotarians helped to rebuild houses and other structures in 
the devastated area.  You will also have the opportunity to assist on one of the many ongoing 
projects. A Rotary Volunteer experience to go with the convention experience. Listen for more 
details on special ―Voluntourism‖ opportunities. 
 
Sometimes we all just need a hug. By coming to New Orleans you will be giving the people 
(and Rotarians) of New Orleans a great big one, both 
literally and figuratively!  See www.rotary.org for more 
details and to register or contact  

http://www.rotary.org
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David Stevens, Mitchell Rotary Club, will be the team leader for District 
5610’s Group Study Exchange with India’s District 3120 in Uttar 
Pradesh.  The GSE Committee interviewed candidates on Friday, Au-
gust 27, and made their selection in time to announce Dave’s name at 
the District Conference in Sioux Falls.   
 
Kate Campbell, co-chair of the GSE Committee, commented that the 
decision was a difficult one.  All of the applicants for team leader were 
well-qualified:  each had served as a Rotary club president, had a long 
history of civic activity and volunteerism, had traveled extensively, and 
was a strong leader.  ―Dave’s enthusiasm, preparation for the inter-
view, and understanding of the program were especially strong,‖ 
Campbell commented.  ―We are very pleased to have him fill this im-
portant role.‖ 
 

Selection of four young professionals to be members of the GSE team will take place in mid-
September.  The GSE Committee has received fifteen applications from communities all across the 
district.  ―Thank you to everyone who helped to recruit such a marvelous cross-section of young 
adults to participate in this program,‖ Campbell adds.  

Wait until you hear about the things we learned at a breakout session on Friday afternoon which 
dealt with The Rotary Foundation (TRF)!  If you are looking for a chance to venture into the world of 
international service in the form of a matching grant, but didn’t know where to start—―How do I find a 
foreign project/club?‖—check out matchinggrants.org.  It’s the brain child of Rotarian Philippe 
Lamoise and has ready-made grant possibilities.  Also, if you have a passion for some aspect of the 
international scene—are you aware of Rotarian Action Groups (RAGs)?  They are a relatively new 
component of the Rotary scene.  Check them out at: http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/
action_groups_flier_en.pdf  You’ll notice that they are ROTARIAN groups—that means that they are 
individuals with the Rotary family, not a part of RI or TRF.  Also, RI’s Member Access is now avail-
able for your treasurer and Foundation chair to have direct access to club reports—your club secre-
tary can ―turn on‖ your power in these positions.  Watch out for future news--the District is looking 
into creating a 501 c 3 unit to deal with the raffle and other contributions that can then be funneled to 
TRF.  Thanks to Past RI Director Phil Silvers and Heather Leet of TRF for the tips!  

http://matchinggrants.org/
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/action_groups_flier_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/action_groups_flier_en.pdf
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Azmom Meyer 
Madison, SD to Rome, Italy 

16 year old son of  
Ken and Casualene Meyer 

Dan Chell 
Brookings, SD to Obwalden, Switzerland 
18 year old son of Bob and Carole Chell 

Jamie McKinney 
Brookings, SD to Belgium 
18 year old daughter of 
Mary McKinney and Jim 
McKinney 

Quincy Flint 
Brookings, SD to France 

18 year old son of  
Donna and Robbie Flint 

Xanthe DeWolf 
Lead, SD to Brazil 

16 year old daughter of Naveen DeWolf 
and Bill DeWolf 

―What a wonderful op-
portunity I was given, 
from both the Rotary 
club and my family, to 
spread my wings, 
taste the culture, and 
live the life.‖  
– U.S. exchange  
student to Australia 

For over 75 years, students and 
host families have broadened their 
horizons through Rotary Youth 
Exchange. More than 80 countries 
and over 8,000 students each 
year participate in the program, 
which is administered at the re-
gional level by Rotary districts and 
at the local level by Rotary clubs.  
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Rotarians have been cycling, swimming, and dancing 
to raise money for polio eradication. 

On 21 August, the Rotary Club of Greater Albany, 
Oregon, USA, held its second annual Pedal Away 
Polio ride, raising close to $7,000 for PolioPlus. 
About 30 riders took part in the event, which offered 
52-, 27-, 11- and 7-mile courses, and a 1-mile loop 
for children. 

Len Hainz, a club member and cancer survivor, came 
up with the idea after participating in a similar event 
two years ago in Coos Bay. Hainz was an avid run-
ner before prostate cancer forced him to stop. He 
turned to cycling upon a suggestion from his son, a 
die-hard cyclist, and it ended up playing a large role 
in his recovery. 

"I fell in love with it," Hainz says. "My whole family 
cycles. After taking part in the event in Coos Bay, it 

got me thinking, we ought to do this too." 

Publicity from the first Pedal Away Polio event attracted the attention of a local polio survivor, Bonnie Helpenstell. This 
year, Helpenstell and her husband agreed to match some of the funds the club raised through the ride. 

"I am profoundly appreciative that Rotary has not for-
gotten the impact of this disease on the world popula-
tion just because we don't have it in the United States 
anymore," says Helpenstell, who was diagnosed with 
postpolio syndrome three years ago. "To see Rotari-
ans in my community make an effort on behalf of 
people around the world is inspiring." 

There was no club news available this month.  Please 
don’t forget to send your news to share with the district. 

Getting active to fight polio 

 

By Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary International News -- 2 September 2010   
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Focus of next month’s newsletter s what does your club do to raise funds for The  
Rotary Foundation and Polio Plus.   Send information to Susan at 

susan@rotary5610.org 



Susan Hughes 

Executive Director 

PO Box 3671 

Rapid City, SD  57709 

Phone: 605-718-1844 

E-mail: susan@rotary5610.org 

OR 

rotary5610@midco.net 

Service Above Self 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.rotary5610.org 

Rotary District 5610 

Join Us 
Ray Klinginsmith and Judie 
RI President, 2010-11 
Let the Good Times Roll é Again! 
 
Rotary conventions are unique and 
special events, and I am pleased to 
invite Rotarians and their guests to 
attend the 2011 RI Convention in one of my favorite cities, New Orleans! 
 
New Orleans is one of the most historic cities in the United States, yet it is 
also a modern metropolis with an outstanding convention center. New Or-
leans is back in full swing with more restaurants and bars than ever before, 
waiting to welcome you. 
 
The world-famous French Quarter has a Mardi Gras atmosphere all year 
long...Walk the streets and you will hear the hum — the beat — the rhythm 
— that is New Orleans. The birthplace of jazz! A city that has something for 
everyone.  New Orleans is truly a special place for me. It was the port where 
I boarded a  Lykes Line freighter in 1961 to sail to South Africa as a Rotary 
Scholar to study at the University of Cape Town. When the ship sailed under 
the big bridge over the Mississippi River, I entered an exciting world of new 
continents, new cultures, and new countries. It was a trip that has lasted a 
lifetime!  
 
Now the convention during my year as RI president will be held in the New 
Orleans convention center at the base of that big bridge under which I sailed 
as a Rotary Scholar. An astonishing coincidence! I look forward to celebrat-
ing my 50 years of active involvement in Rotary with Rotarians from around 
the world! Rotarians are making the world a better place! So let’s meet in 
New Orleans and celebrate what Rotarians do better than anyone else in the 
world: 

Beignets  are the city’s answer to doughnuts, and 
the best place to try them is the Café Du Monde in 
the French Market. There you’ll get three of the 
square pastries, crispy and warm and covered in 
powdered sugar. Enjoy them with café au lait  – 
which in New Orleans means coffee and chicory 
with an equal amount of hot milk. 


