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Greetings,  

 

I hope that you all had a wonderful Thanks-

giving and I am sure you are gearing up for 

the holidays to come.  In the Rotary calen-

dar December is Family Month which seems 

very appropriate.  December is a time to 

include family members in Rotary meetings 

and special events.  It is a time to make your 

family aware of what Rotary is and why it is 

so important to you. Let them know about 

the projects you, your club, district, and Ro-

tary International are involved in.  Let them 

see how we are changing the world and 

working toward peace.  This is a way to show 

your family the importance of being part of 

something big and how each of us can 

make a difference in our world.  

 

Several of the District leaders just returned 

from Zone 27 and 21 meetings in Dallas/Ft. 

Worth, Texas where we were again inspired 

by what a difference individuals can make in 

our world.  Here are a couple of exam-

ples:  Lauren Ward Larsen, who after a near 

death experience where she was saved by 

gallons of donated blood, became a cru-

sader for volunteer blood donation.  She has 

done amazing things to raise knowledge 

and funding for blood donation.  Her first 

initiative was in running the New York City 

Marathon where they raised 535 pints of 

blood and $40,000 for nonprofit blood cen-

ters.  Her efforts have grown exponentially 

from there and she continues to work on ex-

panding blood services nationally and inter-

nationally.  On a smaller scale there is Katie 

Ischkin who when she couldn't find a Rotary 

Club that met her needs started her 

own.  She had been involved with Rotary in 

the RYLA program and as a Rotaractor and 

having just finished a graduate program in 

Communications she was ready to be a Ro-

tarian.  Katie not only started an evening 

club geared to a new generation with less 

time commitment and low club dues but 

became a speaker at the RI 2011 International 

Assembly and a member of the Rotary Interna-

tional Membership and Retention Committee 

for 2011-12.   

 

At the Zone meetings we also got an update 

on Rotary's End Polio Now campaign.  We are 

really making progress with 536 cases of pa-

ralysis so far this year as compared to 799 at 

this time last year a decrease of 33%.  There 

has still been just one case of paralysis in India 

this calendar year and that occurred in Janu-

ary.  We are truly "this close to Polio Eradication 

in our world".  What an amazing thing we as 

Rotarians with the help of others are doing for 

humanity.  

 

Another area that was discussed a lot at the 

Zone meetings was Public Relations for Ro-

tary.  How important it is to let others know 

about the great things that Rotary is do-

ing.  This is also something we have been talk-

ing about a lot in our own district.  We do so 

many terrific things in our communities, our 

district, and our world surely if people only 

knew they would want to join us.  RI is hiring 

people with lots of experience to help us work 

on Rotary's Public Image and Rotary's Brand.  It 

will be interesting and exciting to see what 

evolves and to be involved in promoting Ro-

tary in the future.  As for now our District Public 

Relations Committee has lots of ideas and en-

thusiasm to share with us, I hope you will all get 

involved.  

 

Let's have a wonderful December enjoying our 

immediate families and celebrating and help-

ing our community families in the spirit of Ro-

tary.  

 

Yours in Rotary,  
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Zone Meeting 2011 
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Sakuji Tanaka, a 

member of the  

Rotary Club of  

Yashio, Saitama, 

Japan, was elected 

president of Rotary 

International for 

2012-13.   

From Left to Right:  Sheila 

Boyens (Wife of DGE Loren), 

Kyoko Tanaka (Wife of Sa-

kuji), Sakuji Tanaka 

(Preisdent Elect of RI -see 

side bar), and Shari West -

Twitero (District Grants 

Chair).  

From left to Right:  DG 

Pat Sutlifff, DGE Loren 

Boyens and DGN 

Nancy Moose  

District 5610 was well 

represented at the 

Zone meeting in  

Dallas Texas!   

 

There were some  

amazing speakers and 

educational  

opportunities.  

 

Plan to attend next 

year.  

http://

www.rotaryzones21b27.

org/  

 

Learn more about the 

Zone Meeting at the 

website above.  There 

are three convention 

newsletters available 

on line.  
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December is Rotary Family Month  

From my view there are three kinds of families ------

The family you are born into; the family you marry 

into; and the family you choose beyond the previ-

ous two.  

  

We have chosen Rotary as a family, as a group of 

people we support, admire, and work with 

through shared goals.   When we recite the 4 -Way 

Test, we are affirming our mutuality of interests and 

standards. Families have challenges and experi-

ences, both of which hopefully bring members 

closer to each other. The tenets of strong families 

are really the tenets of Rotary.    

  

December is traditionally marked as the season of 

giving.   Giving doesn't necessarily come looking 

like a brightly colored package wrapped in a big 

red bow.   Time is sometimes the best gift of all ------

time with family, time  with  others. Taking time to 

help someone in need may bring more joy than 

any sort of material gift.   Rotary is about service 

above self and December is the ideal time to think 

about that,  directing  that spirit within our own 

families and our community of families.  

  

May the true gifts of the Holidays be yours,  

  

Judy Duhamel  

 

The world elimination of polio takes an-

other 2 steps forward and one step 

back.  The number of new cases is down 

with 536 cases to date   

compared to 799 so far last year.  A huge 

step forward has been that India has had 

no new cases in 10 months.  Uttar 

Pradesh, a state in India, has long been a 

major frustration with immunization at 

times taking over 15 doses to establish 

immunity. When this was discovered Ro-

tary, and partners (the Gates Founda-

tion,  UN; branches WHO, UNICEF, and the 

US CDC) supplied funds to take the old 3 

part vaccine apart and to produce a 

reformulated 2 part  vaccine.  The new 

vaccine has solved the problem in India 

and should also work in Pakistan, Nigeria, 

and Afghanistan. The step back is that 

cases continue to travel out of the 4 endemic countries requiring encirclement teams now in 12 coun-

tries to stamp out newly imported cases. "POLIO IS (still) ONLY A PLANE RIDE AWAY". Be sure your chil-

dren and grand children are vaccinated on time.  

Polio Plus 
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D I S T

Canton 

Luverne 

Luverne Rotary has put the 

wheels in motion for District 

5610 Rotary Week.  

We will be partnering with 

the City of Luverne in estab-

lishing a passive park.  The 

city is currently hauling dirt in 

to the designated park area 

to start leveling it out.  The 

park will be completed in 

three phases, over three 

years.  Phase I will 

include the initial 

landscaping with 

trees and plants, 

lighting, picnic tables 

and benches.  Phase 

II will be adding a 

public dog run to the park.  

Phase III will be adding a 

playground area.  

 

Our club is very excited 

about the challenges 

ahead and the opportunity 

to partner with the City of 

Luverne.  Additionally, we 

will be engaging our local 

high school students in our 

Rotary project so they get a 

better understanding of what 

Rotary is all about in giving 

back to the community.  

 

A photo of the site and the dirt 

being hauled in.  

Canton Rotary is close to completing the entrance pillars to Chautau-

qua Park, an up and coming park on the south end of town. A rotary 

plaque will be displayed in the center of each pillar. They constructed 

a shelter last spring and are now working on the entrance to the park.  

Pictured from l to r: Dr. Al Akerson, Mr. 

Daniel Akerson and Sioux Falls Down-

town Rotary President, Tom Simmons.   

 

From the Argus Leader website:  

The Chairman and CEO of General 

Motors said the effects of the reces-

sion actually helped the company 

become more profitable.  

Daniel Akerson, who spoke today at 

the Downtown Rotary club meeting, 

said the companyõs Chapter 11 

Bankruptcy filing led to a reform of 

company values and cost structures, additional reinvestment into the American economy and 

saved about 1 million jobs.  

òThe old saying, if it doesnõt kill you, it makes you stronger, it didnõt kill us, weõre much stronger, and 

not just stronger in the United States, weõre a strong global competitor, which is testimony to I think 

a difficult and highly politicized decision that boiled down to jobs and the economy,ó he said. 

Akerson said the company has been profitable for the past six quarters. He anticipates $150 billion 

in sales this year, not including sales in China, which makes up a large part of the market.  

He also highlighted various new car and truck models the company plans to roll out in the near 

future.  
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Wagner 

Mobridge 

Every July the Wagner Rotary Club selects two individuals from the 

community who give of themselves in volunteer service to the Wag-

ner Community in the past year.   It is not hard to find these individu-

als because most of the nominees have volunteered for many 

years.   This years selection was Robert "Whitey" Tolliver and Mary Jo 

Kuhlman.   They are pictured here in their Wagner High School cloth-

ing to represent the parade theme of "Those Were The Days".   Wag-

ner has been having a Labor Day Celebration for 111 years and it's 

high point is the Monday morning parade.   The Wagner Rotary Club 

has a parade entry every year in keeping with the parade theme.   For several years now we have been putting our 

Citizens of the Year on the float to ride through the parade and get community recognition as well as informing the 

public of one of our service projects. The club meets one or two weeks prior to the big weekend to decorate the 

float at one of their weekly meetings and we have a picnic lunch.   It is a break from our usual club meetings in a 

formal atmosphere and the members have a great time preparing the float and visiting.  

The 64th An-

nual Hallow-

een Parties 

were well at-

tended and 

enjoyed by 

everyone.  

Each year 

these two 

events, the 

middle school 

dance and 

the little kidõs 

party are sponsored by Rotary, the 

American Legion, the Moose, and the 

Chamber.  This event was started in 

1947 making the parties this year the 

64th annual Halloween party.  Rotary, 

along with sharing the expense, pro-

vide the manpower.  98 middle school 

students attended the two hour 

dance on Saturday, October 29, at 

the Freeman Davis gym.  Jan Sayler 

was in charge of the event, free 

snacks including popcorn donated by 

the Mascot Theatre were served, cos-

tumes were judged and door prizes 

were given.  In the costume judging, 

Rachael Springfield placed 1 st, Stone 

Jensen placed 2 nd , 3rd place was 

Alexis Thompson and 4 th place was 

Michael Davis.  Assisting Jan was 

Darlene Harrison and Joe and De-

nise Stout.  President Mark Dady 

also made an appearance as Pop-

eye.  

 

The little 

kidõs party 

was held 

on Octo-

ber 31 in 

the high 

school 

commons 

area.  Herb 

McClellan 

was in 

charge of 

the two 

hour event.  

Children were given tickets upon 

registering to use in playing differ-

ent games.  This year throwing the 

football through the mounted tire 

was a real favorite.  Snacks were 

provided free of charge, costumes 

were judged and door prizes were 

given.  97 children six and older 

registered, and 40 children five and 

under registered and it was esti-

mated that at least 25 came and 

were given tickets after the regis-

tration ended.  Nearly 2,000 tickets 

were given out for the children to 

use to play the games.  Winners of 

the little kidõs costumes were 1st 

place Devin Black Fox, 2 nd  place 

went to Maques Beier, Arienna 

Mound and Jairus Reier.  Honor-

able mentions went to Sean Kay-

den, Lucas La Framboise and 

Tucker Holzer.  Numerous Rotarians 

along with 11 high school students 

were present to set up the games 

at 5:00 and stayed to help with 

the party.  Popeye was present in 

the concession stand with Olive 

Oil handing out hot dogs and 

pop.  
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The Wagner Rotary Club in coordination 

with the Wagner Community School 

helped assist Veterans and their spouses 

at a complimentary breakfast held in the 

School Commons on the morning of 

Wednesday, November 2nd.   There was a 

special exhibit set up in the school li-

brary called "Fallen Heroes Banner Pro-

gram which is a display of the 34 men 

and women from South Dakota who have  scarified  their lives protecting  our free-

dom while serving in our Armed Forces during Operation Enduring Freedom, Opera-

tion Iraqi Freedom, and also in Afghanistan.   The Banners include a photo and brief 

biographical sum-

mary of each 

fallen soldier as 

selected by the 

Heroes fam-

ily.   The break-

fast and exhibit 

was an opportu-

nity for veterans 

to sit and visit 

with one an-

other.   The ex-

hibit remained in 

the library and open to the public through November 11th.  

Wagner 

06-09 May 2012 - RI Convention Bangkok, Thailand  

 

23-26 June 2013 - RI Convention Lisbon, Portugal  

 

01-04 June 2014 - RI Convention Sydney, Australia  


