
 programs and if your club is 
not taking part in these pro-
grams, I encourage you to 
begin -- because you are 
truly missing out on a big 
part of what Rotary really is 
all about.    
 
Another important part of 
World Understanding is the 
involvement our clubs have 
with International projects.  
During my visits throughout 
our District I have had the 
opportunity on many occa-
sions to hear the results of 
a club‘s involvement with 
not only local community 
projects but with Interna-
tional projects.   I am so 
impressed with what our 
clubs are doing not only for 
our communities locally, but 
for our international com-
munity.  We are making a 
difference in the lives of 
people we may never meet 
and we can enjoy the satis-
faction of knowing that we 
are making a difference one 
person at a time.   
 
Involvement in International 
service projects and meet-
ing and knowing those who 
come from other countries, 
other cultures, religions, 
and traditions, are the best 
ways to world understand-
ing and world peace.   The 
Future of Rotary is in Your 
Hands. 
 
 
Roger L. Kozak 
District Governor 

―We all know that Rotary 
does not have the power of 
governments; it does not 
have the force of armies; it 
does not have the wealth of 
great corporations; it does 
not have even the mystic 
spell of religions that prom-
ise eternal life; but it has the 
faith and enthusiasm of men 
and women: leaders and 
volunteers ready to offer 
something in favor of a bet-
ter world, where widely de-
sired World Peace will pre-
vail.  (Paulo V. C. Costa, RI 
President, 1990-91)  I begin 
with that quote because I 
believe it represents the tre-
mendous outpouring of gen-
erosity that has been shown 
by clubs in our District as 
they respond to the tragedy 
in Haiti.  We should all take 
pride in knowing that we re-
sponded in a timely manner 
and we responded in a very 
generous manner.  Thank 
you to each of you for help-
ing the victims of the earth-
quake in Haiti. 
 
 February brings us to World 
Understanding Month, a 
time to focus on the impor-
tance of goodwill and under-
standing for peace.  We are 
so fortunate in District 5610 
for the programs and activi-
ties we have for encouraging 
and fostering the advance-
ment of international under-
standing, goodwill, and 
peace through a world fel-
lowship of business and pro-
fessional persons united in 

the ideal of service.  What 
better way to understand 
other parts of the world 
than to work toward peace.  
We have programs for 
Group Study Exchanges, 
Ambassadorial Scholar-
ships, Matching Grants, 
Rotary Friendship Ex-
changes, Youth Ex-
changes, just to name a 
few, to help us better un-
derstand different parts of 
the world. 
 
District 5610 is actively par-
ticipating in these programs 
and many of our clubs par-
ticipate year after year.  
However, I would ask all 
clubs to please consider 
hosting team members 
from inbound Group Study 
Exchange teams, hosting 
Youth Exchange students 
in your communities, look 
for potential applicants for 
Ambassadorial Scholar-
ships and look for students 
who may have an interest 
in visiting and studying 
abroad for a year.  These 
programs are such great 
ways for clubs to become 
much more active and 
much more excited about 
Rotary.  I would love for our 
District to get more involved 
in these programs.  The 
programs are such great 
opportunities for young stu-
dents and young profes-
sionals to learn and better 
understand different parts 
of the world.  We need 
more participation in these 
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Rotary Friendship Exchange (RFE) is a program for Rotarians only with spouses.  We send a team (usually 5 
couples) to a District somewhere in the world and that District sends a team to our District.  The Rotarian cou-
ples are hosted in homes of host clubs and we all learn about the living in that part of the world.  Its a fantastic 
program and D5610 has had excellent exchanges with Australia, England, New Zealand, France and India.   
Currently, we am working on five Rotary Friendship Exchanges:   
1. D5740 Southern Brazil in October 2010  openings for 3 couples  Five couples will possibly be here in July 
2010...looking for host clubs. 
2. D7030 Consists of 13 countries in the Caribbean.  Possibly January 2011 openings for 5 couples....looking for 
host clubs in summer of fall 2011.  
3. D1010 Northern Scotland in early September 2010.  openings for 2 couples.....looking for host clubs in late 
September 2010. 
4. D2100  Naples, Italy District.  Openings for 5 couples.  Negoiations in progress.....looking for host clubs May 
2011. 
For more information, contact John Kittelson at Kittelson@Prodigy.net or 605-334-3345. 

Three members of Sioux Falls North have been touring Rotary clubs for the past 
3 months giving their presentation on Romania. Tammy McKillip, Dale Thorpe and 
Shelli Masek took part in a wheelchair  
distribution trip for Hope Haven International Ministries in September. The trip had 
such a profound impact on their lives that they wanted to share it with others. Half 
of the 12 member team were members of Sioux Falls Rotary Clubs. In addition to 
McKillip, Thorpe and Masek from North,  other teammates were Carol Neilsen and 
Mark Siemonsma from West and Steve Sikorski from Downtown.  

The Canby Club has a children's wrestling tour-
nament coming up on the 13th of Febru-
ary.  This is a fund raiser that contributes to a 
$10,000 commitment the club has made (over 5 
years) to the local Blue and Gold Academic 
Scholarship Foundation.  Members volunteered 
to read at a Gruffalo Lunch.  This was a United 
Way Fund Raiser over Canby's Arctic Blast 
weekend January 30th.  We did not in fact lunch 
on Gruffalo, Gruffalo is the name of a popular 
children's book in which an imaginary character 
is in charge of protecting a mouse.  

The Luverne Rotary Club recently conducted a 
club fundraiser for Southwest Minnesota Honor 
Flight.  The Honor Flight project costs $800.00 per 
Vet to fly them to Washington to see the WW 2 
memorial.  The Luverne Rotary Club put out a 
matching program that would match the first 
$1600.00 (for 2 vets) of donations, the club mem-
bers donated $2,000—bringing the total club con-
tribution to $3,600.  This donation will sponsor 4 
Vets with change for this honorable program.  The 
Luverne Rotary Club has done 3 fundraisers this 
year with matching grants from our budget and 
raised about $8,000 for worthy local projects 

Watertown Rotary Club has an annual Christmas season "pass 
the hat" donation effort in support of our local Salvation Army's ef-
forts to help the needy in Watertown.  We've been doing it for 
years, and this effort is a replacement program from when our Ro-
tarians volunteered their time as bell ringers - and the Salvation 
Army agrees, today's efforts (passing the hat) are far better at rais-
ing money for the needy than the former.  This year we broke the 
"bell" on records ... raising $7,415 and far surpassing last year's 
record donation of $5700.  We also like to have a friendly "donation 
raising" competition with other service clubs during the holiday sea-
son, and suffice it to say, we left the other clubs in the snowbank. 

Photo -- Left to Right:  Rotary Past President, 
Tom Paulson, Rotary President, Mark Roby, 
Lt. Anthony Bowers of the Watertown Salva-
tion Army, and Rotary Vice President  
(or President-Elect) Roger Turbak. 

 

mailto:Kittelson@Prodigy.net
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This year marks the fifteenth consecutive season for turning the 
local children‘s park into a magical winter extravaganza.  
The Rotary Club of Rapid City, the primary sponsor for this 
event, the Storybook Island staff, and the Christmas Lighting 
Committee are responsible for planning and orchestrating the en-
tire event–from decorating the sets to soliciting the community for 
financial support which provides significant operational revenue 
for the park throughout the entire year. This event is the major 
fund-raising project for the club in support of the park, Lighting 

Coordinators Blaise Emer-
son and Jason Koppmann 
have handled the many vol-
unteers, with fund-raising 
and spending plenty of 
hours at the park assisting with stringing strands of multi-colored lights 
and coordinating illumination tasks. The purchase of LED lights to replace 
old failing strings has increased the brightness and lowered electrical 
costs, a factor with an esti-
mated 75 miles of lights!  
 
Committee member and SBI 
board president, Martha 

Rodriguez spent countless hours at the park coordinating with 
staff members Connie, Walt and Ann, gift store operation and vol-
unteer night management. Rotarians served as hosts every eve-
ning, but it‘s the park staff and community volunteers that make 
the event possible. Visitor count was over 14,700 this year, and a 
significant increase in funds were raised due to the $2 entrance 
fee (doubling the previous $1 fee). The park was open 22 of the 
scheduled 25 days. Net income was $56,800. 

Shelter Box Donations 
Watertown Rotary donated $1000 .00 
Huron Rotary donated $1000.00 
LeMars Rotary $1000.00 
Mac Haskell $2000.00 
Multiple donations were made directly and at 
press time names were not available. 

SIOUX FALLS DOWNTOWN ROTARY  is using its financial resources to supply aid for the earthquake victims in 
Haiti.   Rotary Vice President Mark Mickelsen was already investigating the best way to respond to the disaster when he 
found a Sioux Falls organization with a direct tie to Haiti.   Retired Sioux Falls physician's assistant, Darrel Johnson 
founded KIDS AGAINST HUNGER - SIOUX FALLS in 2009.   His organization packages and ships highly nutritious, life-
saving meals to starving and malnourished children throughout the USA and developing nations.   Haiti is one of the bene-
ficiary nations that KIDS FOR HUNGER has been serving from its Sioux Falls facility.  
  
The Sioux Falls volunteer organization has fed 180,000 children since October, including 18,000 meals sent to Haiti before 
that nations current tragedy struck. 
  
Rotary President, Tom McDowell said  "Rotary is a worldwide organization.   It is events like this gigantic calamity in an-
other land that helps people set aside cultural differences and realize the responsibility we all share towards the welfare of 
our fellow man."   The Downtown Rotarian Club has committed $2,000 of its Club's funds for the relief effort being prepared 
specifically for Haiti.  McDowell said,  "Additional funds from our generous Rotary members have already pushed that initial 
donation to $3,000 and I know the final donation amount we collect will be higher yet."   

Sibley Rotary Club hosted it's annual Sweet-
heart Dinner on Sunday, February 7th at the 
Sibley-Ocheyedan High School. Proceeds from 
the dinner this year will go to fund local scholar-
ships and help replace a Lifeline unit at the  
local hospital. We will also have information set 
up and an opportunity to donate for the Polio 
Plus program. 
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The future of Rotary 

is in your hands. 

ROTARY DISTRICT 5610  

District 5610 will be hosting Rotary International President-elect Ray 

Klinginsmith  at a multi-club meeting in Vermillion, SD on Tuesday eve-

ning, April 13.  The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. and include       dinner.  

Special guests will include PE Ray Klinginsmith and his wife Judie and 

Rotary Coordinator for PE Ray, Duane Sterling and his wife Pat.  The 

keynote address will be given by PE Ray Klinginsmith.  

Phone: 605-624-3540 

Mobile: 605-677-9030 
E-mail: roger.kozak@usd.edu 

Roger L. Kozak 
District Governor 

928 Ridgecrest Drive 

Vermillion, SD  57069 

                FOR TICKET INFORMATI ON PLEASE CONTACT:  

April 13, 2010  

          The first 250 to respond will be part of this                   

  historic event for District 5610.     

RI President Elect Ray Klinginsmith & DG Roger Kozak  

at the Oklahoma Zone Institute this past summer. 

Do not miss this historic event.  

Save this date. 
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1.  Phase One: Haitian Relief Effort:  The Brookings Rotary club has contacts with Partners in Health, an or-
ganization on the ground in Haiti. Dr. Paul Farmer,  cofounder , spoke at SDSU in November.  Partners in 
Health moved significant amounts of  medical supplies and personnel from  other clinics in Haiti not impacted 
by the earthquake into Port au Prince  and assumed responsibility to operate an undamaged hospital there in 
response to the  earthquake . Our members were encouraged to make donations for this cause.   The Brook-
ings Rotary club board has committed to send at least $5000 to Partners in Health in early February to help 
replenish medical supplies for this organization. 
 
2.  Phase Two: Haitian Relief Effort: The Brookings Rotary board also voted to cover, in partnership with other 
volunteer groups and any other Rotary clubs that are interested, the transportation and distribution costs of one 
container of food and solar ovens (to include up to 350 solar ovens and approximately 34,000 pounds of food) 
to the northern part of the country by the end of June.  We expect that many Port au Prince refugees who are 
fleeing the disaster and seeking shelter in the rural areas  will remain in this part of the country, so the needs 
will be great. Our partner club in this northern region, Rotary Club of San Michel, will be contacted to help with 
distribution of food and solar ovens, as they have done in the past. This project will be an additional commit-
ment of at least $10,000.  Contributions over the next few months by club members and other individuals or 
businesses for this second phase of support can be made through the "Brookings Rotary Foundation." 

The Rotary District 5610 Solar Oven Committee has been work-
ing on the redesign of our current solar oven.  While our present 
oven model works very well, the committee is trying to simplify both 
the design and assembly of the ovens.  Currently it takes approxi-
mately six months of volunteer labor or 2,500  man hours to as-
semble and handle  500 ovens for shipment.  With the new redes-
ign project that time will be cut to approximately 1 hour per oven or 
less.  Through a generous donation in 2009 we were able to com-
mission and pay for a mold to rotoform the oven shell in a one 
piece unit.  The company that forms the oven will then drop in a 
precut piece of special fiberglass appliance insulation and a one 
piece reflective liner and the basic oven will be complete and ready 
for shipment.  The pots, thermometers, measuring cups, WAPI's, 
and black metal pot base will be shipped from other sources.  This 

project will allow us to ship up to 4,500 ovens annually to help meet worldwide needs.  The committee is now 
working on the design of a new thermoformed oven top and raising funds to help pay for the mold for the top. 
In addition, the committee is working with the Brookings Rotary Club to ship 350 ovens and 34,000 pounds of 
food to the St. Michel Haiti area by mid summer.  The total cost of this humanitarian effort will be in the 
neighborhood of $80,000.  The food will be donated by Kids Against Hunger and the ovens represent the final 
shipment of our current grant with Rotary International.  The Brookings Rotary Club is coordinating the fund 
raising to help purchase a 40 foot container for the shipment and to pay the estimated $10,000 for freight and 
distribution costs. 
  
FOR SALE:  We have 25 solar ovens in our current inventory that 
we are selling to help raise funds for our redesign project.  These 
ovens normally reach a temperature range of 225 to 240 degrees 
and are used to cook, bake, and pasteurize water.  We are selling 
the ovens for a donation of $100.  The person purchasing the oven 
will need to buy their own black pots.  Please contact Ron Fesler at 
605-692-2500 or rfesler@amfam.com if you are interested.  We will 
have the ovens at the next district meeting in Chamberlain for 
pickup or to send back to you with your club leaders who will be at-
tending the conference. 

mailto:rfesler@amfam.com
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District 5610 Rotarians: 
 
The Rotary 2010 International Assembly in San Diego from January 18-24 was an outstanding experience!  
 
As some of you may know, training for District Governors is provided over a three year period.  The first two years, you go to a Zone Insti-
tute.  Our Zone is comprised of about 25 Rotary Districts in the central and western part of  the United States.  We attended Zone Institutes for 
a week in Boise Idaho in 2008 and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 2009.  
 
The International Assembly includes all incoming District Governors, spouses, many support staff from Rotary International and many Rotary 
International leaders-past, present and future from around the world-approximately 200 countries, and 1500 people!  
 
Please check out our blog at www.dg5610.com for daily updates we prepared while we were in San Diego.  Also, the Rotary web-
site   www.Rotary.org has a wealth of information on the Assembly as well.  
 
Our top ten highlights from the Assembly include: 
 

 Ray Klinginsmith‘s inspirational theme.  Ray is a Rotary Scholar, he traveled to South Africa in 1961 by boat to study law for a year.  He 
has been involved in Rotary for over fifty years and his background and experience as a Rotarian is evident whenever he 
speaks.  Our theme for 2010-2011- Building Communities, Bridging Continents  He encouraged all Rotarians to be Bigger, Bet-
ter and Bolder during the next year! 

 
Plenary Sessions-we enjoyed many, many outstanding speakers during our training.  Michael McQueen author of NexGen, Tom Thor-

finnson-RI director from Minnesota (who spoke at our District Conference last fall) and  Luis Giay, Past President of Rotary Interna-
tional were just three of many inspirational speakers.  Tom spoke on Vocational Service and featured a retired dentist, Dr. David 
Fihn from my hometown, Detroit Lakes, Minnesota.  Dr. Fihn has given over twenty months of free dental services abroad to those 
in need through Rotary. 

 
Small Discussion Groups-Each day we had breakout sessions-one for the District Governor Elect and another for their spouse.  In these 

group there were generally about 18-20  participants and a facilitator.  The groups generally included a cross section of leaders 
from other countries.  One of my classmates was from Egypt.  His District includes nine countries on three continents with 134 
clubs.  Quite a contrast from our District with 42 clubs in four states. J 

 
Six Areas of Focus-President Elect Ray Klinginsmith promoted six areas of focus-these match up well with the Rotary Foundation goals 

as well and include: Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution, Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and Sanitation, Maternal 
and child health, Basic education and literacy, and Economic and community development.  In addition to these areas of focus we 
will emphasize Polio Eradication and Youth in Rotary 
 

International Activities-One night there was a parade of Rotarians in their native costumes and  another night an International Festival 
Talent Night-fifteen performances from countries around the world-outstanding entertainment. 

 
Gift Exchange-It is customary to exchange small gifts from your native area with people you meet.  Cindy and I took a small suitcase 

filled with dream catchers and book marks from the St. Joseph Indian School in Chamberlain.  We came back with exchange gifts 
from around the world-food, bookmarks, socks, silk scarves, and on and on, etc. 

 
Future Vision-Starting this year 100 Pilot Districts will begin to implement changes to improve the effectiveness of Rotary International 

and the Rotary Foundation.  These efforts will center around the six areas of focus listed above.  Three years from now, all Rotary 
Districts will change to better meet the needs of Rotarians and people in the world based on the results of this pilot testing. We are 
not a pilot district, but will benefit from those Districts that are pilot districts during the next three years.  

 
Meeting Cliff Dockterman-Cliff has been in Rotary for fifty plus years, is a past RI President and has spoken to Rotarians in every country 

that Rotary currently exists.  He is a very motivational speaker and has a deep and lifelong passion for Rotary 
 
Friendships-We made friends with Rotarians from around the world. Our  first group was from Denmark.  They were in the Denver airport 

on the way to San Diego.  One of them was from the District that we had our first Group Study Exchange with in 1974.  We also met 
Sanjay Sharma and his wife Anju from India-our next GSE District pairing.  We shared two meals with them-they are wonderful 
people and we enjoyed getting to know them.  It will feel as if we are sending a team to meet family in India.  

 
Leadership and Service-Ray challenged our class to be leaders of the leaders in our Districts.  Our job is to inspire and motivate our 

District Rotarians in Building Communities, Bridging Continents.   
 

We are honored to serve Rotary and look forward to Leadership Training in Chamberlain April 22-24, club visits starting in July and the District 
Conference in Sioux Falls August 27-29.  
 
Yours in Rotary Service, 
 
Bert and Cindy Olson 
 
P.S. On a personal note, I wanted to add one more comment.  One of my classmates is Lena Mjerskaug from District 2260 in Norway.  She is 
a young and talented Rotarian.  I will think of her the next time I hear an Ole and Lena joke, but she certainly does not fit the stereotype used 
in these jokes.  Her District sponsors a camp for handicapped individuals in the summer.   

http://www.dg5610.com
http://www.Rotary.org
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District 5610  

Raffle Update 

Clubs across the district have once again come through with some great prizes for 
the 2010 Rotary Raffle.     However, tickets will be going to the printer mid -January 
and there are still some clubs that we havenõt heard from concerning your donations 

for prizes.  

Would the president, secretary or other appointed member from the following clubs 
please contact Kelley (kelleyvanlith@gmail.com) or Marsha 

(mwhetham@countrypridecoop.com) right away so your   donation can also be 
printed on the raffle ticket?  Donõt be left out! 

Letõs briefly review how the raffle works:   

 
A $10 donation to Rotary International from anyone (Rotarian or not) buys 

one ticket and a chance at the great prizes.  If you are a sustaining member and 

have given or will give $100 during this Rotary year (7/1/09-6/30/10) you get 

ten tickets.  Thinking about becoming a Paul Harris Fellow?  That would be 

worth 100 tickets!   

 

Please contact Kelley or Marsha with any questions.  

Aberdeen 

Canby 

Cherokee 

 

Sioux Falls West 

Suburban Sioux City 

South Sioux City 

 

Mapleton 

Rapid City Rushmore 

Rock Valley 

 

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE!! 
 

This year our district will be choosing an Ambassadorial Scholar who will study abroad for the 2011-2012 school 
year.  The Ambassadorial Scholarship is $25,000 for a year of study abroad.  The  
recipients will be involved with Rotary both here and in the area where they are studying.  Please be on the look 
out in your community for young people that you feel would be excellent emissaries for our country and Ro-
tary.  They can go to Rotary.org for more information on the scholarship and for an  
application.  They must be sponsored by a local Rotary Club and their applications need to be in to Pat Sutliff by 
July 15, 2010.  Interviews and selection will happen at the end of August 2010.  For more information contact 
Pat Sutliff <pmsutliff@gmail.com> or Pat Sutliff, 4819 Steamboat Circle, Rapid City,  SD  57702 
 
This year‘s ambassadorial scholar Jane Gullickson has set up a blog http://janegullickson.blogspot.com.  You 
can keep up with her activities as she embarks upon this year as a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar! 

mailto:pmsutliff@gmail.com
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Past District Governor  Rick Wahlstrom 

 Rotary Leadership Seminar  
April 22-24, 2010 ï Cedar Shore Resort, 

Oacoma, SD 

THURSDAY ï APRIL 22, 2009 
District Leadership Meeting 2:00 ï 5:00 p.m. 
FOR: Officers of the District, including PDG‘s,  
          Assistant Governors and Committee Chairs 

FRIDAY ï APRIL 23, 2009 
8:30- a.m. ï11:30 -- Assistant Governor Training  
 

President-elects are required to attend.   
 

1:00 p.m.   District Leadership Session  
1:45 p.m.   Roles & Responsibilities +  

                          Goal-Setting 
3:00 p.m.   Working with Club & District Leaders  
4:00 p.m.   Club Leadership and Administration  
5:00 p.m.   Membership  
6:30 p.m.   Social and District Raffle Winners 
7:30 p.m.   Dinner  
9:00 p.m.    Hospitality Suite  

SATURDAY ï APRIL 24, 2009 
8:00 a.m.        Breakfast Roundtable  
9:00 a.m.  Rotary Foundation 
10:00 a.m. Panel Discussion 
11:30 a.m. Breakout Sessions  
12:30 p.m. Lunch  
2:00 p.m. Closing Session  

TALEE CROWE 

PAST DISTRICT GOVERNOR 1999-2000 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 

5450 

Talee joined Rotary in 1988, was Presi-
dent of Smoky Hill Rotary Club in Aurora, 
Colorado in 1992-93, and continues to 
have perfect attendance. She was the first 
female District Governor in Colorado. 

As a Rotarian, Talee has served for many years in Districts 
throughout our Zone as PETS and District Assembly Trainer.  
Her District Conference in 2000 received the Outstanding District 
Conference Award from Rotary International.  Talee has served 
Rotary on the International level as various Task Force Coordi-
nators, as Official Representative of Rotary International Presi-
dents, and three times as Governors Elect trainer for 27 Districts 
in the Midwest.  She most recently served under Moderator 
Sonny Brown as a Training Leader at the 2009 International As-
sembly.  She is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, a Member of the 
Paul Harris Society, the White Hat Society, a Major Donor and 
Charter Member of the Bequest Society, as well as a Rotary 
Foundation Benefactor.  She served as Zone 25 Rotary Interna-
tional Membership Coordinator from 2000 through June, 2004, 
and was responsible for the membership activities of 15 Districts. 
She served as the District 5450 Foundation Committee Chair for 
4 years, where under her committee‘s leadership, District 5450 
ranked among the top 18 out of 530 Districts in the Rotary world 
in per capita Annual Giving for the Rotary year 2006-2007.  She 
also served 4 years as the Zone 25 Major Gift Advisor for The 
Rotary Foundation.  Her current appointment is as the Zone 27 
Rotary Foundation Alumni Coordinator. Talee was recognized 
with the Citation for Meritorious Service by The Rotary Founda-
tion in 2006. 
 
Talee has three sons, a daughter, and one granddaughter.  
When not serving Rotary, she is actively involved in her own 
private Business Brokerage practice. 

He served as District Governor in 1979-1980, which was Rotary's 75th anniversary. 
He recognized the oldest Rotarians in our District who attended the District Conference, they were 
100 and 99. 
 
He and his wife were part of a friendship exchange to England-140 people from our District traveled to 
England.  Wow! 
 
He invited one of the Rotary leaders he met in England to speak at our District Conference which he 
thought helped boost attendence. 
 
Club visits included an evening meal with the board and spouses the night before the official club visit 
on the next day. 
 
He taught animal science at SDSU and had the blessing of the President-Sherwood Burg (who was 

also a Rotarian) to serve as the District Governor.  He tried to do most of his club visits in July and August. 
 
The International Assembly was in Lake Placid that year and the International Convention was in Rome.  He and Lorraine 
went directly from Lake Placid to Rome, but he packed his passport in his suitcase which went ahead of him on a different 
plane causing some challenges with customs. 
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 District 5610 Simplified Grant Awards 
 

We had requests from nine clubs totaling a total of $57,960.  We tried to provide at least partial funding for all 
requests.  One club could not proceed without the amount they requested after we offered to provide a lesser 
amount.  We had $16,645 available from The Rotary Foundation and our grants committee agreed to provide 
additional funding of $9058 out of surplus District 5610 saving accounts.  The list of the club projects and the 
amount they are awarded is as follows: 

Canton:   20 x 40 Picnic Shelter in City Park, H/C accessible…. $4000  
Sioux City Downtown:  Boys Club outdoor playscape project…$3000 
Sioux Falls North:  ―The Banquet‖, a 501(c) 3, feeds needy in S Falls,  wants money for stainless shelving, 

carts……… $3532 
Luverne:  Rotary Park with enhancements to soccer fields on School District land…………$1236 
Mobridge:  American Legion Park needs H/C accessible bathrooms…$4500 
Clark:  Tree planting for community beautification…………………..$1250 
Rapid City Rushmore & RC Downtown:  security fencing  of Storybook Island a family destination park in RC 

supported by clubs for many years….$4175 
Vermillion:  Downtown beautification featuring a big clock with Rotary logo……………….$4000 
 
Total Awards……………………………………………………………………………..$25,693 
 
A reminder to all: these grants are possible because of our annual giving to The 

Rotary Foundation.  Please make every effort to become and maintain your 
Rotary club as ‗Sustaining Members‘ (give $100/Rotarian/year). 

 
Thanks for your participation…Scott Hiller, District 5610 Foundation Chair 

Rotary and Le Mars Mission Honduras Bring Clean Water to More Villages in Honduras 

  

The Le Mars Rotary Club will continue its work to provide clean, potable water for the residents of Honduras 

with the recent Water for Life IV: Honduras successful grant award. The local club applied for its third Rotary 

International Matching Grant earning funds in the amount of $35,186 which will bring water to five rural villages 

in north central Honduras. The grant began with contributions from various Rotary Clubs in District 5610 from 

Iowa, South Dakota, and Minnesota: Le Mars Rotary Club ($4,336), Huron Rotary Club ($2,000), Brookings 

Rotary Club ($2,000), Luverne Rotary Club ($1,000), Rapid City Rushmore Rotary ($500), Sibley Rotary Club 

($250), and international partner, the Tegucigalpa (Honduras) Rotary Club ($100). Rotary District 5610 

matched the combined funds of these clubs with a $10,000 contribution. The grant was then forwarded to Ro-

tary International, where the Rotary Foundation, provided an additional $15,000. 

  

Through the partnership of the Le Mars Rotary Club and Mission Honduras Le Mars, the grant will provide wa-

ter to five villages, three located high in the Montona de la Flor region of Honduras – Monterey, La Guaruma‘ 

and Quebrada Del Torreon, which are occupied by the Tolipan, the oldest indigenous inhabitants of Honduras. 

These villages currently do not have running water nor electricity. Instead, they use local streams and springs, 

often contaminated by human and animal waste, as their water source.   Combined, the villages are home to 

315 residents in 51 homes. 
 

The other two villages, Vallecillo and La Florida, are located in the Comayagua region of Honduras. These vil-

lages house 681 residents living in 143 dwellings. The La Florida water project (39 homes; 166 residents) will 

be completed with the assistance of the Gehlen Catholic Mission Honduras team during their 2010 March trip to 

Honduras. That team, composed of 20 students and 9 adults from Gehlen Catholic as well as 10 students and 

3 adults from Springfield Catholic School, Springfield, MO,  will involve constructing a catch basin, digging 

trenches, laying pvc piping, and constructing terminals at various locations throughout the village. 

Continued to Page 10 
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The project will not only provide health benefits through needed a quality water supply which in turn will reduce 

human exposure to parasites, reduce diarrhea and other diseases related to contaminated water, the project will 

also provide a community work project involving residents of each village. Working together, residents will con-

tinue to build positive relationships with one another to strengthen their community. With water being delivered to 

locations throughout the village, the men, women and children would no longer have to walk long distances to 

bring water from other locations to their homes.  With the purchase of all supplies within the country, the project 

will boost the economy of the area. Due to the simplicity of the water systems (most are gravity flow systems 

transporting water through pvc piping/fitting to terminals at locations near homes throughout the village), the 

maintenance requirements will be minimal. Through education provided by the Honduran project coordinator who 

has assisted in designing and overseeing the construction of these (and other) water systems, the local residents 

will have the skills to assure continued operation of the systems. The systems are expected to be completed and 

operational within 18 months. 

 

Honduras, a beautifully mountainous country in Central America, the third poorest country in the Western Hemi-

sphere, was devastated during Hurricane Mitch‘s eleven-day stand during 1998.  The third world country, poor as 

it was before the Hurricane left‘s its mark, was taken back 100 years.  More than 8,000 Hondurans were killed by 

the storm. The country‘s infrastructure was destroyed, fresh water supplies were compromised and millions were 

left homeless. Today, in rural Honduras, residents live a subsistence existence without clean water, many without 

electricity or plumbing, susceptible to a variety of diseases associated with the lack of adequate water and medi-

cal care – scabies, dysentery, lice, worm/parasite infestation and the like. 

Water for Life Honduras IV is the fourth project of its kind, an extension of three similar projects completed over 

the last several years which were initiated by the Le Mars Rotary Club.  Water for Life began in 2004 when, 

through the contributions of the Le Mars Rotary Club and District Simplified Grant funds, a windmill, water storage 

tanks, pumps and piping were provided to the residents of La Nueva Concepcion, Honduras.   The work, com-

pleted by the villagers, provided clean, quality water to the villagers at each home site for the first time ever.  With 

the project‘s completion, diarrhea among residents was quickly reduced by 30%. 

With the dedication of the La Nueva project, the Le Mars Rotary Club entered in to an international partnership 

with La Nueva Tegucigalpa Club Rotario. In 2005, the clubs applied for and successfully were awarded matching 

grants from District Simplified and Rotary International to bring water to three additional villages  - Water for Life 

Honduras II.  The water project, including the digging of tranches and laying of piping and installation of pumps, 

was completed and is operational in Las Delicias, El Esfuerzo and Majadaitas. 

With the success of these two projects and the still pressing need for water in other Honduran villages, the Le 

Mars Rotary Club and the La Nueva Tegucigalpa Club Rotario, were joined by other Rotary Clubs from District 

5610 in Water for Life Honduras III. This project brought water to two more villages - El Salitre (Zalitre) and Nueva 

Suyapa. Water for Life Honduras III provided water to 250 residents living in 55 homes.  With access to electricity, 

the project included piping, cement, plumbing connections/supplies and an electrical 

pump to bring water to each home.  Meanwhile, Nueva Suyapa‘s 186 residents in thirty-

two homes now have fresh water through the use of a gas-powered pump (no electricity 

available), piping and plumbing connections to provide the needed water to residents. 

The Le Mars Rotary water projects are unique  in many ways. The partnership with Mis-

sion Honduras Le Mars, a not-for profit organization dedicated to relieving the suffering 

of the poor in Honduras, and Gehlen Catholic Mission Honduras, a student-centered 

mission organization providing high students the opportunity to live and work in a Third 

World Country, has allowed the youth of our area to be front line changers of lives. 

Continued from Page 9 

Rotarians Justin Freking. Andrea Westergard, and Lorie Nuss-

baum and Richard Seivert of Mission Honduras Le Mars.  
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I would just like to take a break out of my amazing year to tell you how  
grateful I am to Rotary and both of you, though we have never met.  I go by 
the name of Hayley Nelson, though some in Bolivia just stick with Hilda or 
Kaylee, and I have been lucky enough to be accepted as a 2009-2010 Rotary 
Youth Exchange Student.  In case it isn't obvious already to where I have 
been placed, I am currently in Bolivia.  Yes, that is in South America.  ;)  I sup-
pose my journey really began about a year before I even stepped foot in Bo-
livia, as the awareness of the possibility of an exchange serendipitously en-
tered my life via Brad Bonner.  I was one confused little kid at that time.  All I 
knew at that point was that college was close to the last thing on my mind and 
that I wanted to see the world outside of small-town Iowa.  Thankfully, Brad 
Bonner happened.  He had gotten a job as an attorney in my father's office, 
and he happened to be the perfect dose of medicine for me.  I still don't know 
what he is specifically.  He has a lot of titles for me, actually.  Sly Attorney, 
Great Family Friend, Talented photographer, Philosopher, Human Being, 
Learner, Teacher, Rotarian, Loving Father and Husband to his incredible 
growing family, Gardener, Optimist, Reader, Thinker, Self-Created  
Technologist, Baker, Cook, and so many more quirky things I have yet to  
discover.  Brad introduced me to the world of Rotary and all its awesomeness, 
and I was hooked.  I was intent on shipping my immature self off to  
anywhere.  In my head, I needed to grow up.  Send me to Cuba, send me to 
Sudan, send me to the top of Mount Everest.  The location wasn't particularly of interest to me at the start.  I 
spent a good three months begging my parents to go along with my plan, though they will gladly deny such a 
thing.  :)  At the end of three months, I finally convinced them to sit down seriously with Brad Bonner.  I had a 
whole huge arsenal of convincing reasons; I don't know if I really meant every single one of those reasons, 
but those reasons got me an interview.  One thing led to the next, and now I am a maturing young woman in 
the middle of Bolivia.    
  
So where do I begin?  I suppose thank you is the most genuine beginning that comes to mind.  I love Rotary.  I 
really do.  I feel more at home in a Rotary meeting in the middle of Bolivia on a Friday night than I do running 
around at late-night parties with my crazy Bolivian amigos any day of the week.  Rotary rocks my socks, and I 
truly hope that I can be a contributing member some day in the near future.  Thank you for being  

Rotarians.  Thank you for rocking my socks.  Thank you.    
  
I am rolling right up on 6 months of living here in Sucre, Bolivia.  Correction: 6  
amazing months.  I must be honest though, the first 4 months could have been far 
more amazing were I not such a silly young lady.  I don't know what happened, but a 
change just kind of came over me during my family vacation to Iquique, Chile, over 
New Years' Eve.  Maybe it was when I randomly decided I wanted to run off the side 
of a very very steep hill with a parachute and an instructor attached to me on the 
coast of Chile.  I don't think I suddenly realized what a timid, boring, bum I had been 
at the start; I just spent more time realizing that I wanted to live big.  I didn't think 
about how lame I had been previously; I just simply started living.  Thankfully, I knew 
I had 6 months left at that point to crack the whip.  We got back from vacation and I 
am really falling in love with this place.  I am falling in love with my newfound  
coolness and confidence.  I am falling in love with this newfound personality that 
is sooo  much easier to live with inside my little head.  I enjoy all the amazing little 
opportunities that come my way on a daily basis and I try my hardest to take  
advantage of them now.   

  
 Continued to Page 12 

Skydiving!  Something I never 
thought to do before I went on 
Christmas vacation with my family 
to Iquique, Chile. 

 

I fell in love with these 
young girls while volunteer-
ing one afternoon.  They 
are amazing.  I have never 
loved anyone so much as I 
love those girls. 
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I was always happy here from the day of my arrival, but I was just the 
old Hayley those first 4 months.  Now I jump off cliffs with parachutes.  Now 
I dance in Chilean night clubs without feeling too inhibited.  Now I volunteer 
at a children's shelter and love people in a way I have never loved  
before.  Now I can strike up a conversation with a random indigenous 
woman while walking home before lunch; I didn't understand a word of her 
Quechuan, but it was still mutually enjoyable.  Now I genuinely DO NOT 
want to speak English with the other exchange from Oregon that I regularly 
run across in Sucre.  Now I am not too embarrassed to stand in the middle 
of a fenced clearing with my blonde hair to get the right and awkward angle 
on a 'Kodak Moment.'  Now I can smile at the obnoxious shouts and  
whistles I get from all the cars driving by.  Now I can take music lessons on 
an ancient traditional Bolivian wind instrument;  I can practice music here 
without being nervous or hating myself for every little mistake.  Now I 
can spend an afternoon donating blood 
and making it a fun day with friends--
without breaking into tears over a silly 

little needle.  Now I can just BE MYSELF!  Let me tell you what a relief 
that is.  I can live now.  I can live big.  I can go back to Iowa and be 
Hayley.  I can be Better Hayley.  That is a cool feeling--just knowing 
that my language skills and personality are developed to the point that 
I would feel comfortable enough living in any given Spanish-speaking 
country.  That automatically puts South America and Central America at 
my feet.  A good chunk of the world is literally at my feet now.  I wonder if 
I will ever be capable of properly putting that sense of accomplishment 
into words.   
  

Bottom line:  I am living what was once 
no more than an impossible dream.  I 
am happy, and you made this possible 
for me.  Rotary made this possible for 
me.  My family made this possible for me.  I made this possible for me.  The 
works of a whole lot of great people in this world got a grip on me and I 
went along gladly for the ride.  Instead of believing that you literally gave me 
happiness, I have learned that you really gave me the opportunity to be 
happy.  I can be happy with anything if I so choose.  This I have learned--
thanks to you and the opportunity you have given me.  Thank you,  Bert 
and Roger.  Thank you, Rotary.    
  
Now, I do believe I have managed to maintain my English skills while im-
proving my Spanish skills simultane-
ously.  I hope this thank you prop-
erly expresses my gratitude.  If not, just 
let me know and I would be happy to 
do a better job in Spanish.  :) 
  

 
I will be emailing you some great fotos of my experience at some point in 
the near future, as well.  This will probably require several emails, as I 
can't seem to limit myself to just a few fotos.    

  
Thanks so much for all you do, 
Miss Hayley Marie Nelson             

Continued from Page 11 

Christmas in Bolivia was probably the 
best Christmas of my life so far.  I got to 
meet all my cousins on Christmas Eve.  I 
really felt like a part of the family that 
night. 

My host brother and I dancing with a 
Morenada Bear during La Entrada, 
a big fesival celebrated with a day-
long parade of traditonal Bolivian 
dances.  I think we were the only 
two sober people in Sucre that day. 

My best friend Oriana took me on a tour 
of The Glorieta Castle.  It is a historical 
home that dates back to the founding of 
Sucre.  My family is actually related to the 
prince of the castle. 

Sucre was host of the Bolivarianos, 
which is like the Olympic Games for 
the 7 countries that were founded by 
Simon Bolivar.  I participated in the 
opening ceremonies, made friends 
with an Argentinean fencer, and took 
this foto with the second best fencer in 
the world. 
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Dear Rotary District Governors, 
Rotary Internationalôs more than 32,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographic regions draw on wide range of 

volunteer talent and expertise to improve the quality of life for all people. Rotaryôs humanitarian efforts are com-

plimented by its emphases on high ethical standards in business and all the professions. Rotary upholds such 

ethical standards in its ñFour Way Testò and in the practical application of ñService Above Selfò through count-

less humanitarian endeavors around the world. In a like manner, the United Nations Global Compact is a public-

private initiative for businesses worldwide committed to aligning their operations and strategies with ten princi-

ples in the areas of human rights, labour standards, the environment, and anti-corruption. The United 
Nations Global Compact emphasizes that business, as a primary agent driving globalization, can influence and 

ensure that markets, commerce, technology and finance advance in ways that benefit economies and societies 

everywhere. The United Nations Global Compact exists to assist the private sector in the management of in-

creasingly complex risks and opportunities in the environmental, social and governance realms. By working with 

private companies and leveraging the expertise and capacities of a range of other stakeholders, the United Na-

tions Global Compactôs more than 5,200 corporate participants and stakeholders from over 130 countries seek to 

build a more sustainable and inclusive global economy and catalyze actions in support of broader United Nations 

goals ïincluding the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  The United Nations Global 

Compact and Rotary International share the ideals of high ethical business practices, sustainable humanitarian 

action, and world peace and understanding. Recognizing that such similar missions can lead to fruitful collabora-

tion, Rotary International and the United Nations Global Compact encourage: 

1. Education and information sharing between Rotary clubs and districts and Global 

Compact Local Networks through attendance or invitations to speak at key meetings; 

2. As appropriate, individual Rotary members coordinate or facilitate their own businesses 

to commit to the United Nations Global Compact or invite Global Compact Local 

Network participants to join a local Rotary club; 

3. Local project implementation or collaboration ï particularly those addressing the 

Millennium Development Goals ï between Rotary clubs and districts and Global 

Compact Local Networks; and 

4. Joint collaborative efforts promoting the best of corporate social responsibility practices 

and volunteer leadership and action at the local, district or national level. 
Working with the United Nations Global Compact, Rotary clubs and district can expand their impact by better 

understanding how high ethical standards in business, industry and society can address humanitarian concerns 

and enhance community development worldwide. We therefore urge you to inform clubs in your district that 

such opportunities exist and to encourage them to contact their Global Compact Local Network with a view to 

developing dialogue and mutually beneficial collaboration.  Information on the UN Global Compact and its Ten 

Principles can be found at the following website: http://www.unglobalcompact.org/AboutTheGC/TheTenPrinciples/

index.html. In addition, information on Global Compact Local Networks can be found at:  http://

www.unglobalcompact.org/NetworksAroundTheWorld/index.html.  In a letter similar to this one, the UN Global Compact 

will also encourage its Global Compact Local Networks to contact local Rotary clubs and the appropriate district 

governor. Through discussion, collaboration and joint cooperation, Rotary clubs and the United Nations Global 

Compact can foster high ethical standards, universal principles, humanitarian values and tangible humanitarian 

successes. Together, we can work for the benefit of all.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Edwin H. Futa 

General Secretary 

Rotary International 

Georg Kell 

Executive Director 

United Nations Global Compact Office 
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Each of us has, at one time or another, been asked the question, what is Rotary? 
There are many ways to answer, depending on the questioner, the context, and 
the time available. The shortest and simplest answer is that Rotary is the world‘s 
oldest service club organization. This is, of course, an accurate but necessarily 
incomplete response, for any true understanding of Rotary must include an expla-
nation of how we in Rotary strive through our service to achieve more than the 
goal of each individual project. By working together in our clubs, our districts, and 
internationally, we strive to establish the simple foundations of a better society: 
friendship, trust, honesty, and hope. 

The structure of Rotary, along with our international club projects, helps make 
friendly connections between Rotarians in different countries. Our emphasis on 
ethical and honest behavior works to build strong and open relationships between 
people and nations. Our service projects in water, health and hunger, and literacy 
help eliminate many of the practical obstacles to peace. And our Rotary Founda-
tion and Rotary Youth Exchange programs go a step beyond by training the lead-
ers of tomorrow to be active builders of a more peaceful world. 

These programs help shape responsible citizens of better communities -- people 
who will have a broad and nuanced perspective, enhanced by opened eyes and 
open minds. They will be indelibly marked by their experiences, and throughout 
their lives -- both now and in their later careers -- they will not keep the benefits of 
these experiences to themselves. These are the people who will help build the 
kind of future that we as Rotarians strive to create through our every action. 

What is Rotary? It is a network of people who care -- people who are both realists 
and optimists. We recognize the challenges before us and our own limitations; we 
also recognize our abilities and our responsibility to use them to the fullest. If we 
are ever to realize Paul Harris‘ vision for Rotary as an organization that promotes 
goodwill among nations, then, as he wrote, ―the hearts of men must be so 
touched and molded that mutual understanding and goodwill will take the place of 
fear and hatred.‖ In this, World Understanding Month, we do well to remember 
these words -- and to remember as well that in all of our service, we reach for the 
larger goal of fellowship, understanding, and peace. 

John Kenny  
President, Rotary International 


