
 programs and if your club is 
not taking part in these pro-
grams, I encourage you to 
begin -- because you are 
truly missing out on a big 
part of what Rotary really is 
all about.    
 
Another important part of 
World Understanding is the 
involvement our clubs have 
with International projects.  
During my visits throughout 
our District I have had the 
opportunity on many occa-
sions to hear the results of 
a clubôs involvement with 
not only local community 
projects but with Interna-
tional projects.   I am so 
impressed with what our 
clubs are doing not only for 
our communities locally, but 
for our international com-
munity.  We are making a 
difference in the lives of 
people we may never meet 
and we can enjoy the satis-
faction of knowing that we 
are making a difference one 
person at a time.   
 
Involvement in International 
service projects and meet-
ing and knowing those who 
come from other countries, 
other cultures, religions, 
and traditions, are the best 
ways to world understand-
ing and world peace.   The 
Future of Rotary is in Your 
Hands. 
 
 
Roger L. Kozak 
District Governor 

ñWe all know that Rotary 
does not have the power of 
governments; it does not 
have the force of armies; it 
does not have the wealth of 
great corporations; it does 
not have even the mystic 
spell of religions that prom-
ise eternal life; but it has the 
faith and enthusiasm of men 
and women: leaders and 
volunteers ready to offer 
something in favor of a bet-
ter world, where widely de-
sired World Peace will pre-
vail.  (Paulo V. C. Costa, RI 
President, 1990-91)  I begin 
with that quote because I 
believe it represents the tre-
mendous outpouring of gen-
erosity that has been shown 
by clubs in our District as 
they respond to the tragedy 
in Haiti.  We should all take 
pride in knowing that we re-
sponded in a timely manner 
and we responded in a very 
generous manner.  Thank 
you to each of you for help-
ing the victims of the earth-
quake in Haiti. 
 
 February brings us to World 
Understanding Month, a 
time to focus on the impor-
tance of goodwill and under-
standing for peace.  We are 
so fortunate in District 5610 
for the programs and activi-
ties we have for encouraging 
and fostering the advance-
ment of international under-
standing, goodwill, and 
peace through a world fel-
lowship of business and pro-
fessional persons united in 

the ideal of service.  What 
better way to understand 
other parts of the world 
than to work toward peace.  
We have programs for 
Group Study Exchanges, 
Ambassadorial Scholar-
ships, Matching Grants, 
Rotary Friendship Ex-
changes, Youth Ex-
changes, just to name a 
few, to help us better un-
derstand different parts of 
the world. 
 
District 5610 is actively par-
ticipating in these programs 
and many of our clubs par-
ticipate year after year.  
However, I would ask all 
clubs to please consider 
hosting team members 
from inbound Group Study 
Exchange teams, hosting 
Youth Exchange students 
in your communities, look 
for potential applicants for 
Ambassadorial Scholar-
ships and look for students 
who may have an interest 
in visiting and studying 
abroad for a year.  These 
programs are such great 
ways for clubs to become 
much more active and 
much more excited about 
Rotary.  I would love for our 
District to get more involved 
in these programs.  The 
programs are such great 
opportunities for young stu-
dents and young profes-
sionals to learn and better 
understand different parts 
of the world.  We need 
more participation in these 
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Rotary Friendship Exchange (RFE) is a program for Rotarians only with spouses.  We send a team (usually 5 
couples) to a District somewhere in the world and that District sends a team to our District.  The Rotarian cou-
ples are hosted in homes of host clubs and we all learn about the living in that part of the world.  Its a fantastic 
program and D5610 has had excellent exchanges with Australia, England, New Zealand, France and India.   
Currently, we am working on five Rotary Friendship Exchanges:   
1. D5740 Southern Brazil in October 2010  openings for 3 couples  Five couples will possibly be here in July 
2010...looking for host clubs. 
2. D7030 Consists of 13 countries in the Caribbean.  Possibly January 2011 openings for 5 couples....looking for 
host clubs in summer of fall 2011.  
3. D1010 Northern Scotland in early September 2010.  openings for 2 couples.....looking for host clubs in late 
September 2010. 
4. D2100  Naples, Italy District.  Openings for 5 couples.  Negoiations in progress.....looking for host clubs May 
2011. 
For more information, contact John Kittelson at Kittelson@Prodigy.net or 605-334-3345. 

Three members of Sioux Falls North have been touring Rotary clubs for the past 
3 months giving their presentation on Romania. Tammy McKillip, Dale Thorpe and 
Shelli Masek took part in a wheelchair  
distribution trip for Hope Haven International Ministries in September. The trip had 
such a profound impact on their lives that they wanted to share it with others. Half 
of the 12 member team were members of Sioux Falls Rotary Clubs. In addition to 
McKillip, Thorpe and Masek from North,  other teammates were Carol Neilsen and 
Mark Siemonsma from West and Steve Sikorski from Downtown.  

The Canby Club has a children's wrestling tour-
nament coming up on the 13th of Febru-
ary.  This is a fund raiser that contributes to a 
$10,000 commitment the club has made (over 5 
years) to the local Blue and Gold Academic 
Scholarship Foundation.  Members volunteered 
to read at a Gruffalo Lunch.  This was a United 
Way Fund Raiser over Canby's Arctic Blast 
weekend January 30th.  We did not in fact lunch 
on Gruffalo, Gruffalo is the name of a popular 
children's book in which an imaginary character 
is in charge of protecting a mouse.  

The Luverne Rotary Club recently conducted a 
club fundraiser for Southwest Minnesota Honor 
Flight.  The Honor Flight project costs $800.00 per 
Vet to fly them to Washington to see the WW 2 
memorial.  The Luverne Rotary Club put out a 
matching program that would match the first 
$1600.00 (for 2 vets) of donations, the club mem-
bers donated $2,000ðbringing the total club con-
tribution to $3,600.  This donation will sponsor 4 
Vets with change for this honorable program.  The 
Luverne Rotary Club has done 3 fundraisers this 
year with matching grants from our budget and 
raised about $8,000 for worthy local projects 

Watertown Rotary Club has an annual Christmas season "pass 
the hat" donation effort in support of our local Salvation Army's ef-
forts to help the needy in Watertown.  We've been doing it for 
years, and this effort is a replacement program from when our Ro-
tarians volunteered their time as bell ringers - and the Salvation 
Army agrees, today's efforts (passing the hat) are far better at rais-
ing money for the needy than the former.  This year we broke the 
"bell" on records ... raising $7,415 and far surpassing last year's 
record donation of $5700.  We also like to have a friendly "donation 
raising" competition with other service clubs during the holiday sea-
son, and suffice it to say, we left the other clubs in the snowbank. 

Photo -- Left to Right:  Rotary Past President, 
Tom Paulson, Rotary President, Mark Roby, 
Lt. Anthony Bowers of the Watertown Salva-
tion Army, and Rotary Vice President  
(or President-Elect) Roger Turbak. 
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This year marks the fifteenth consecutive season for turning the 
local childrenôs park into a magical winter extravaganza.  
The Rotary Club of Rapid City, the primary sponsor for this 
event, the Storybook Island staff, and the Christmas Lighting 
Committee are responsible for planning and orchestrating the en-
tire eventïfrom decorating the sets to soliciting the community for 
financial support which provides significant operational revenue 
for the park throughout the entire year. This event is the major 
fund-raising project for the club in support of the park, Lighting 

Coordinators Blaise Emer-
son and Jason Koppmann 
have handled the many vol-
unteers, with fund-raising 
and spending plenty of 
hours at the park assisting with stringing strands of multi-colored lights 
and coordinating illumination tasks. The purchase of LED lights to replace 
old failing strings has increased the brightness and lowered electrical 
costs, a factor with an esti-
mated 75 miles of lights!  
 
Committee member and SBI 
board president, Martha 

Rodriguez spent countless hours at the park coordinating with 
staff members Connie, Walt and Ann, gift store operation and vol-
unteer night management. Rotarians served as hosts every eve-
ning, but itôs the park staff and community volunteers that make 
the event possible. Visitor count was over 14,700 this year, and a 
significant increase in funds were raised due to the $2 entrance 
fee (doubling the previous $1 fee). The park was open 22 of the 
scheduled 25 days. Net income was $56,800. 

Shelter Box Donations  
Watertown Rotary donated $1000 .00 
Huron Rotary donated $1000.00 
LeMars Rotary $1000.00 
Mac Haskell $2000.00 
Multiple donations were made directly and at 
press time names were not available. 

SIOUX FALLS DOWNTOWN ROTARY  is using its financial resources to supply aid for the earthquake victims in 
Haiti.   Rotary Vice President Mark Mickelsen was already investigating the best way to respond to the disaster when he 
found a Sioux Falls organization with a direct tie to Haiti.   Retired Sioux Falls physician's assistant, Darrel Johnson 
founded KIDS AGAINST HUNGER - SIOUX FALLS in 2009.   His organization packages and ships highly nutritious, life-
saving meals to starving and malnourished children throughout the USA and developing nations.   Haiti is one of the bene-
ficiary nations that KIDS FOR HUNGER has been serving from its Sioux Falls facility.  
  
The Sioux Falls volunteer organization has fed 180,000 children since October, including 18,000 meals sent to Haiti before 
that nations current tragedy struck. 
  
Rotary President, Tom McDowell said  "Rotary is a worldwide organization.   It is events like this gigantic calamity in an-
other land that helps people set aside cultural differences and realize the responsibility we all share towards the welfare of 
our fellow man."   The Downtown Rotarian Club has committed $2,000 of its Club's funds for the relief effort being prepared 
specifically for Haiti.  McDowell said,  "Additional funds from our generous Rotary members have already pushed that initial 
donation to $3,000 and I know the final donation amount we collect will be higher yet."   

Sibley Rotary Club hosted it's annual Sweet-
heart Dinner on Sunday, February 7th at the 
Sibley-Ocheyedan High School. Proceeds from 
the dinner this year will go to fund local scholar-
ships and help replace a Lifeline unit at the  
local hospital. We will also have information set 
up and an opportunity to donate for the Polio 
Plus program. 


