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The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands

Happy New Year Rotari-
ans of District 5610:

Well, 2010 is here and we
are celebrating Rotary
Awareness month this
January. The first thing |
want to ask each of you is
how aware are we of our
goals that we set for this
Rotary Year? This is the
time to discuss our plans,
assess our progress and
renew our commitment to
achieving our goals this
Rotary Year. Are we on
target or should we find
ways to focus a bit more
energy and attention on
what needs to be done
between now and June
30 of this year. Where
are we in relation to what
we want to get done in
the major areas of em-
phasis for 2009 -20107?
As a quick r
revisit a few areas of em-
phasis for this year.

1. Eradicating polio was

the first and main priority
for this Rotary year.
Through our fundraising
challenge, we can help to
provide the resources to
finish this crucial job and
keep our promise to the
world. Have we as an in-
dividual Rotarian found a
way to provide $40 to-
wards this goal? District
5610 has always done an
excellent job in the past
of supporting Polio Plus

and | am confident this
year will be no different.

2. Expanding member-

ship is a key priority be-
cause everything we
hope to accomplish de-
pends on our member-
ship. Have we helped
our club reach a mini-
mum goal of a net in-
crease of one for this Ro-
tary year? If not, itis
not too late to invite a
friend or colleague to
Rotary and introduce
them to the
greatest service organi-
zation. We all have a
responsibility to invite
others to join our clubs.
In a similar fashion,
"have we researched the
possibility of starting an
Interact or Rotaract Club
in our community? If we
want youth to be in-
volved with Rotary, we
must get involved with
youth to introduce them
to our organization. |
hear good things as |
travel around the Dis-
trict so
attention focused on en-
couraging others to join.
Our future depends on
new members and today,
The Future of Rotary is
in Your Hands!

3. Increasing our ca-
pacity to provide com-

munity and interna-
tional service _ speaks to

the heart of
sion. Every Rotarian can
contribute to reaching
this goal by volunteering
a little more time, talent,
and enthusiasm to all
four Avenues of Service.
Has your club intro-
duced a new local com-
munity service project
this year? Has your club
found a way to reach out
beyond your city limits
and embrace an interna-
tional service project for
health, hunger, literacy,

w oor dther @wenue of ser-

vice? We continue to
improve in both of these
areas in District 5610
and | look forward to
hearing from clubs as
they introduce new com-
munity projects and new
international projects
this year.

4. Advancing the pub-

licimage In addition to
being aware of our goals
for this year and where
we are in relation to
achieving those goals,

| et 0 slankagydsm timedor us

to focus on raising public
awareness about Rotary.
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= Minneota has a new Rotarian. His
Dmm@@ name is Byron Higgin. He comes to
us from Grantsburg Wisc., where

he was a Rotarian. When it came time for him to do his pro-
gram, Byron invited his friend Greg Peer from Grantsburg to talk
about a Rotary project in Haiti. Greg and his wife went to Haiti to
work on Rotary's water project. This project involved drilling wa-
ter wells and constructing bathrooms. It was a very informative
presentation.

The Minneota Rotary Club Contributed $250.00 to the Haiti pro-
ject. When Greg returned to Grantsburg, the Grantsburg club
also contributed $250.00 to this project.

Good things happen because of Rotary !!

District 5610

] The Rotary Club of

Denison::::
voted today to

make a contribution of $10,000 to the Crawford
County Community Foundation to create the Rotary
Club of Denison, lowa Endowed Scholarship
Fund. The Club has in the past given two $500 schol-
arships to graduating Denison High School Stu-
dents. This endowment is the first step to ensure that
those scholarships will continue forever. In addition
to creating the endowed scholarship fund, the Craw-
ford County Community Foundation will be receiving a
matching $10,000 grant from the Southwest lowa
Foundation. The Omaha Community Foundation will
contribute an additionally $1,000 in matching funds to
the scholarship fund. This is a way to create a perpet-
ual good from the $10,000 which was fund-raised by
the club through their annual auction, but also create
good for other county non-profit organizations and
agencies from $11,000 in matching grants

g December 6th we held a fund-raiser util-

izing Chris Cakes. It was fun and we got

some great pictures. December 5th we

held our annual Breakfast with Santa.
Every year we do this for the community of Sibley. This is
held at the Pizza Ranch. Santa (one of our Rotarians) meets
with children while his elves (other Rotarians) hand out candy
and serve cactus bread (provided by Pizza Ranch) and juice to
the children and their family. This is one event on the first week-
end of December among many that kick off the Christmas shop-
ping season in Sibley. We also, every year, decorate a tree for
the annual tree display 'Traditions of Christmas'. This year's
theme was Christmas Around the World. We made ornaments
highlighting the many Rotary projects around the world. We also
all brought gifts for under the tree of laundry, dish and bar soap
as well as diapers that were donated to our local food pantry.

Just had to share this good news with you. It is obvious
that the district's concentrated efforts on membership is
making its mark. Thank you to each of you for making
membership a priority for District 5610 this year. This
would not happen without the individual effort that each
of you have put forth in this area.

District 5610
Starting July 1, 2009
Clubs: 41
Members 2070

As of December 31, 2009
Clubs: 42
Members 2127

Addition of one club and 57 members.

The Rapid City Rush-
more International
Projects committee

is doing an on-line
auction to raise money for the School of St. Jude. St.
Jude is a school in Arusha, Tanzania, East Africa that
educates the very poorest students in the area. The
school began with 3 students and now has 1,300 stu-
dents from first grade thru eighth grade. The school is
operated entirely on donated money, Rotary matching
grants, individual student sponsors from around the
world, etc. The Rapid City Rushmore Club sponsors
two students there.
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