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Gearing Up

The Future of Rotary is inYour Hands

DON6 T RELAX
YET! Yes, this Rotary
year is beginning to
come to a close but
there are still many
things that require our
attention. There is al-
ways the tendency to
feel like we are on the
Adown hill o
and we think about sit-
ting back, relaxing, and
coasting to the finish
line. | would ask that
you resist that tempta-
tion and put your
thoughts and energy to-
wards those things that
still need to get done.

How about those goals
you set for yourself and
your club this year.

What can be done in
these last two months to
meet or even exceed the
goals you have set?
Two important areas that
we are all concerned
about are membership
levels and foundation
giving. There is still time
to bring in new members
if your goal has not yet
been met. And, we want
to be sure we have for-
warded all the proceeds
our club has earned from
the District raffle to the
Rotary Foundation.

Without those dollars
being forwarded, we do
not get the credit we
deserve towards our
annual goal.

As this Rotary year be-
gins to come to a close,
we are approaching the
time for our annual tran-

sition of leadership at alln

levels. We just com-
pleted a very successful
President-elect training
seminar. This year
there has been a tre-
mendous amount of
emphasis placed on en-
couraging Rotary lead-
ers to do more than
simply hand over the
reins to their succes-
sors. We have made it
a point to emphasize
that it 1is
sponsibility to make
sure that incoming offi-
cers are well informed
of the goals and mis-
sion of their clubs and
well informed about the
relationship between
club officers and district
officers. By placing em-
phasis on the continuity
of leadership, we be-
lieve we have putin
place a core group of
leaders who will suc-
cessfully implement a
seamless transition of

leadership. That seam-
less transition will allow
clubs to achieve even
greater success in the
future because they will
be building on what has
been done before and
will not be struggling
with how to begin anew
\gith each and every
club project.

I n closing
newsletter, | wish to
thank our Rotary Inter-
national President-elect
Ray Klinginsmith for vis-
iting our District. We
had a remarkable multi-
club meeting in Vermil-
lion and | believe all
who attended greatly
enjoyed visiting with PE

Without a doubt, we all
learned a great deal not
only from President-
elect Ray but from his
assistant Duane Ster-
ling. We wish them
both the very best for
their year leading Ro-
tary International.

Sincerely,
Roger L. Kozak
District Governor
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Peggy, who is an avid golfer has
been to Canton to get sized for her
clubs. She was one excited lady
when Mark presented her with the
bag and when she found out that
there were customized clubs, she
literally ended up on the floor. She
has a chipping green in her yard
north of town. Also, she only weighs 100 Ibs and is pretty tiny so she has always had problems
with clubs. She is one happy lady.

The Mobridge Rotary Club is working on the handicap accessible bathrooms at American Legion
Ball Park which have been made possible by a grant we received this year. The forms are in
place and the city will trench in the water and sewer lines plus a new electrical line needs to be
put in to the concession stand which will then be extended to the bathrooms when they are

built. The Mobridge Youth Organization, the local Rotary and t he city are all partnering to get
this job done by the end of June when the baseball season starts..

Pierre 20 Clubs
Ft. Pierre Participated

I would like to thank the 20 clubs that chose to participate in
The Pierre Ft. Pierre Rotary is on 365 Days of World Understanding for Peace by bringing their
the verge of making its goal of a club flags to PETS. These are being sent to Pakistan.

$50,000 donation to provide the
Central South Dakota Food Bank
with cooler units for the food. We
should have the complete funds in Shelli Masek

place with in the next 15-30 days. District Service Project Chair

eCourse

The eCOURSE is for the betterment of Rotary Club president-elects in District 5610. Much of this information is
blatantly stolen from the Rotary Club Presidentdés Mpnua
is 152 pages of president-elect goodness. You may download it at http://www.rotary.org/Rldocuments/
en_pdf/222en.pdf

We all realize that peace and understanding will take small
steps and | am thrilled we chose to be a part of this!

http://betterrotaryclubpresident.com/countmein/



http://betterrotaryclubpresident.com/countmein/
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Storybook Island History & Joint Project of Rapid City
& Rushmore

Storybook Island is the creation and major project of Rapid ¢
City Rotary Club over 50 years ago. The »
childrenés park is open frg
The charitable, non-profit corporation Storybook Island,
Inc., leases land consisting of 13.6 acres, from the City of
Rapid City park system. Generous donations from the
community have furnished and helped maintain the many
sets, playground equipment, theatre, birthday house and
gift shop. The yearly operating budget is over $330,000 :
with a very small 19¢ per person visitor donation. Rotarians [ & e Fah et TENE R
provide labor, fundraising efforts and monetary support to ettty
the park year-around. See club website
www.rapidcityrotary.org

Storybook Christmas Lighting Project

This event is the major fund-raising project of the Rotary
club in support of the park. Many Rotarians and other ser- §
vice groups and volunteers work from mid-October to open-
ing night to cover the sets, fences and trees in lights. Visitor
count was over 14,700 this year, with a $2 entrance fee.
The park was open 22 of the scheduled 25 days from late
November to New Years Day. Net income was $56,800.
Storybook Island receives Grants

Construction is finished on pond renovations with a
$100,000 grant from the Ludwick Foundation . The heavy
equipment crews finished removal of muck and old liner,
laid down new liner and covered with 550 ton of river rock.
A Rotary District 5610 Simplified Grant  for security and
fencing upgrades to the park was given for $4175 matching
Rapid City and Rushmore Rotgf
$2087.50 each. Steve Bareis, Engineer with FourFront De-
sign, and Rapid City Rotarian, is on the SBI Board and as-
sisted with bids and supervision on the repair and upgrade
of Storybook Island fencing and security. Rotarians will as-
sist with cleanup and wrap-up of the project.

Rapid City Sports Facility Partnership Program awarded
a $12,500 grant for replacement of sidewalks. A concrete &
crew mobilized in April to replace about one-third of side-
walks at the Park. Rotarians and other volunteers are
scheduled for Saturdays, May 1 and 8 for sod work and
cleanup of the park ,as par
Many events and fundraising opportunities are planned
throughout the summer months at the Park. Visitors are
always welcome! See the website for more information
www.storybookisland.org

Linda Peterson =5 & o

Send your club new to Executive Director Susan. susan@rotary5610.0rg. |
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Dear Rotary Friends,

Here are the photos from Honduras and your money in action through Water for Life IV. These de-
pict the La Florida project which was part of the work of two student mission groups during late March
and early April. The photos were provided by Dick Seivert of Gehlen Catholic Mission Honduras. A
picture legend is noted as one of the attachments and will describe the scenes. The La Florida project
should be completed by April 21.

The three projects high in the mountains should commence on May 1.

Thanks to Frank Seivert for his work....what amazing things he does - research for us, gathering of
information, hours of working with students and villagers to bring these projects to completion.

Thanks to Dick Seivert for his passion and compassion to serve the poor, and for creating this same
stirring in students, staff, and communities;

Thanks to Julio (Honduran contact) for making these possible for the people of Honduras by trans-
lating, organizing and gathering the supplies, directing construction, etc.

Thanks to participating Rotary Clubs and Rotary District 5610 for contributions which bring clean
water to needy people.

Thanks to all who have worked together to build goodwill and friendships!

Lorie

)
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Shaun Ryan Helping with be-  Digging Trenches to the tanks ~°"Strietion of 5,000 gallon
ginning construction on water water tank
tank

Work Photo Inside pressa at the beginning
of the project

Moving rock and sand for re-
construction of pressa
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Springfield
Mission

Inside Tank Sealing

Work Photo

Pressa almost complete

Water Pipe to tank
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Inside Pressa almost complete

Tank almost finished




